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Introduction:

Food for thought: Have you ever been in a situation where you should have just listened the
first time you were told not to do something?

The Command:

1 Samuel 10:17-24

1 Samuel 10:9

Keep this in mind as we go forward, for God had given Saul what he needed to obey: another
heart , a new  heart , much like you and I have been given by the Lord upon our conversion,
when He takes our hearts of stone and gives us hearts of flesh.

1 Samuel 15:1-3

But the command is simple: go and do (this).

The Problem

But a problem enters the picture after the command is given. And that problem is
disobedience .

1 Samuel 15:4-9

They chose the things of this world  over obedience  to the Lord.

And right about now is when those walls  start going up…

https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+10/
https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+10/
https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+15/
https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+15/


The Delusion

1 Samuel 15:10-13

Anthropomorphism - attributing human terms to God.

Anthropopathism - attributing human emotions to God.

This is how an Infinite Being relates and is understood by finite beings.

His… ‘regret’ is meant to communicate His profound displeasure at sin. It doesn't mean 
something in Him has changed, but that something He created has; and He expresses His 
disappointment in words that we can grasp - John Calvin.

Sin is not only destructive - it is blinding .

The only reality that matters is God's reality - not our delusional  version  of His reality.

The Blame-Shifting

1 Samuel 15:14-15

Because that is also what sin does - it blames  everyone but the one responsible .

The Hammer

1 Samuel 15:16-23

Sin never leaves easily . It never gets up and goes. It fights  for whatever territory it has been
able to get.

The Lord is not interested in sacrifices that come through disobedience . He is interested in
obedience .

Presumption is sin and presumption is idolatry. It is sin because it is being used to justify  why
you didn't do what God has told you to do - or told you not to do - and it is idolatry because
when you take the place of presuming you know what God would do or say, you are placing
yourself above  God.

You cannot be humble  and presumptuous  at the same time.

The Tearing
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Sin tears . It destroys . It separates .

1 Samuel 15:24-31

Saul finally admits what happened - that he chose to fear man  over God .

And this is a very real threat that exists for all of us here today. It is easy to do, because
fearing God almost always comes at an immediate price with a greater, future reward;
whereas fearing man brings immediate reward at an even greater, future price.

Remember the three laws of sin:

1. Sin will take you further than you ever wanted to go.
2. Sin will keep you longer than you ever wanted to stay.
3. Sin will cost you more than you ever wanted to pay.

Conclusion

1 Samuel 15:32-35

The Holy Spirit is not content with sin in you. The Holy Spirit is not okay with the enemy having
a place at your dinner table. He is not content with the voice of the enemy holding sway over
your life and your decisions. He is not impressed by whatever things that were devoted to
destruction being taken and used in mock obedience to the Lord. He is not okay with any
disobedience, for partial obedience is still disobedience.
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