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10 Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms. 

1 Peter 4:7-11 (NIV)



identify, cultivate and unleash the 
gifts that God has given you



use your gifts to gift to others



7 What do you have that you did 
not receive? And if you did 
receive it, why do you boast as 
though you did not?

1 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV)



16 Don’t be deceived, my dear 
brothers and sisters. 17  Every 
good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the 
Father…

James 1:16–17 (NIV)



The Gift of Guilt



The Gift of Grace



the gift of love





 (meh-lech) ֶמ֫לְֶך

  M = ֶמ֫
 L = לֶ
K = ְך

“KING”



“Before I was a civil rights leader, I was a 
preacher of the gospel. This was my first 
calling and it still remains my greatest 
commitment. You know, actually all that I do 
in civil rights I do because I consider it a part 
of my ministry.”

Dr. King. | The Man Who Was A Fool | 1967



"I have no other ambitions in life but to 
achieve excellent in the Christian 
ministry. I don’t plan to run for any 
political office. I don’t plan to do 
anything but remain a preacher.”

Dr. King. | The Man Who Was A Fool | 1967



43 “You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45  that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven

Matthew 5:43-45 (NIV)



46  If you love those who love you, 
what reward will you get? Are not 
even the tax collectors doing that? 
47  And if you greet only your own 
people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that?

Matthew 5:46-47 (NIV)



Worldy love: “believe in yourself”
Christ’s love: “believe in me” 

(John 17:30)



Worldy love: “follow your heart”
Christ’s love: “follow me”

(Luke 18:22)



Worldy love: “find yourself”
Christ’s love: “deny yourself” 

(Luke 9:23; Luke 15:32)



Our culture conflates love with 
selfishness rather than sacrifice





every sincere display of love 
grows out of a constant and 
complete surrender to God



“As Christians we must never surrender 
our supreme loyalty to any time-bound 
idea or earth-bound idea, for at the 
heart of our universe is a higher reality 
- God and his kingdom of love

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. | Gift of Love | 12, 16



This command not to conform [to this world] 
comes, not only from Paul, but also from 
our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ… If the 
church of Jesus Christ is to regain once 
more its power, message, and authentic 
ring, it must conform only to the demands 
of the gospel.”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. | Gift of Love | 12, 16



Communion Discussion

1. Do you tend to see God’s gift of love 
more as impractical or as practical?

2. What do you think would help you gift 
God’s love to others more often?



Action Steps

2. Think of one tangible way you can gift 
Gods’ love to another person.

1. Read & Meditate on Jonah 2:8-9 

3. Do it without losing the big picture



8 Those who cling to worthless idols turn 
away from God’s love for them. 9 But I, 
with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice 
to you. What I have vowed I will make 
good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the 
Lord.

Jonah 2:8-9 (NIV)
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Have you ever 
received a 
bad gift?



Have you ever 
given a bad 
gift before?





“Followers of Jesus are made for 
more. We want the life that Jesus 
offers, but we fall short of taking hold 
of the abundant life he made possible, 
abundance that is found in discovering 
and engaging the purposes God 
designed for each of us…

Todd Wilson  | Find Your Place | Foreward 



Instead of living life to the fullest 
measure by finding our personal callings, 
we trod through life, dreaming of better 
days. Followers of Jesus in America 
have been conditioned to settle for less” 

Todd Wilson  | Find Your Place | Foreward 



10 For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do..

Ephesians 2:10



USE YOUR GIFTS TO GIFT TO OTHERS



The Gift of Guilt



3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long.   For day and 
night your hand was heavy on me; my strength 
was sapped as in the heat of summer. Then I 
acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up 
my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions 
to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Psalm 32:3–5 (NIV)



“The most remarkable thing is this. Whenever 
you find a man who says he does not believe 
in a real Right and Wrong, you will find the 
same man going back on this a moment later. 
He may break his promise to you, but if you 
try breaking one to him he will be complaining 
and say, “It’s not fair.”

CS Lewis | Mere Christianity



The Gift of Grace



Because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made 
us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is 
by grace you have been saved. 

Ephesians 2:4–10 (NIV)



 gift: χάρισμα

 grace: χάρις

(kharisma)

(kharis)



a generous, free and totally unexpected 
and undeserved gift from God to His 

people 

Grace 



The Gift of Grace



Communion Discussion

1. Have you viewed guilt as more of a 
gift or a burden? How could a healthy 
perspective of guilt help you accept 
God’s gift of grace? 



Action Steps

2. Take the gifts survey (we’ll send an 
email out)

1. Pray with someone this week about  
your guilt and ask God to help you 
accept His gift of grace



Because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made 
us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is 
by grace you have been saved. 

Ephesians 2:4–10 (NIV)



6 And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:4–10 (NIV)



8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we 
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ephesians 2:4–10 (NIV)


