
Sunday, January 16, 2022 – Beginnings:  Baptism 

 
GOD GATHERS US FOR WORSHIP 

 
Prelude 
Welcome and Call to Worship 
Zephaniah 3:17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.   

 

Songs:  
Forever (LUYH 578) 

 

Give thanks to the Lord our God and king; his love endures forever. 
For he is good, he is above all things; his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise! 
 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; his love endures forever. 
For the life that’s been reborn; his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise! Sing praise, sing praise! 
Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 

forever God is with us, forever, forever. 
 

From the rising to the setting sun, his love endures forever. 
By the grace of God, we will carry on; his love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise! Sing praise, sing praise! 
Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 

forever God is with us, forever  
Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 

forever God is with us, forever and ever. 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (LUYH 575) 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; brothers and sisters, draw near, 
join me in glad adoration! 

 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning, 

sheltering you under his wings, oh, so gently sustaining. 
Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
as with his love he befriends you. 

 
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him -gladly forever adore him! 



You are Holy (LUYH 598)  
 

You are holy, You are mighty.  
You are worthy, worthy of praise.  

I will follow. I will listen.  
I will love you all of my days.  

 
You are Lord of lords, you are King of kings, 

you are mighty God, Lord of everything. 
You’re Emmanuel, you’re the great I AM, 

you’re the Prince of Peace who is the Lamb. 
You’re the living God; you’re my saving grace. 
You will reign forever, you are Ancient of Days. 

You are Alpha, Omega, beginning and end. 
You’re my Saviour, Messiah, Redeemer, and Friend. 

You’re my Prince of Peace, and I will live my life for you. 
(Repeat song) 

You’re my Prince of Peace, and I will live my life for you. 
 
 
Call to Confession  
Today we remember Christ’s baptism but his was different from ours.  Today, we confess our 
sin, as we remember what our baptism means. This is also an opportunity to receive God’s 
mercy and share in his more than abundant grace. Confident of God’s love for us, let’s offer this 
prayer as we pray together now.   
 
Prayer of Confession  
Sovereign God, in baptism you called us to yourself and away from sin and towards a life with 
Jesus Christ; but we daily stray from his ways and we have forgotten that call.  Lord, have 
mercy.  
 
In our baptism, you joined us to Christ in his death that we might be raised with Christ in new 
life; but we cherish old ways and fail to embrace the risen life of righteousness, justice, and love. 
Lord, have mercy.   
 
In baptism, you unite us with all the baptized who confess your name; but we have sometimes 
fostered division in the church, refusing to live as one people, and so fail to witness to your 
reconciling love before the world. Lord, have mercy. 
 
In baptism, you call us to serve with compassion all for whom Christ died; but we know how to 
ignore the suffering of the poor and close our ears to people who cry for justice.  Oh God, 
forgive our self-centred sinful ways, heal our brokenness, and help us live our new life in Jesus 
Christ as your faithful servants to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
Friends, here’s the Good News: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus to us, not to 
condemn the world but in order that we might be saved – healed and forgiven – through him. 
Thanks be to God! 
 



GOD GIVES US HIS WORD 
 
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 42:1-9 (NRSV) The Servant, a Light to the Nations 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 
heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the 
Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the 
Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the 
Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
Message: Jesus’ Baptism, Your Baptism (Matthew 3:1-17)  
 
Solo Song:  

When You, O Lord, Were Baptized (LUYH 112) 
 

When you, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest 
For the voice of the Father bore witness unto you calling you the beloved Son. 
And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed his word as sure and steadfast. 

O Christ, our God - who has appeared and enlightened the world, glory be to you. 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 

GOD SENDS US OUT TO SERVE 
 
Prayers of the People and Offering 
 
Benediction 
 
Song:  

Go My Children with My Blessing (LUYH 946) 
 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing; you are my own. 

 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here his tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 
     
Postlude  


