Identity Theft!
Ephesians 1:3-5

In our culture, identity has become a huge issue! Safe- guarding your identity is a major industry. In the spiritual realm, our identity is crucial! Scripture tells us when we come to Christ, we receive a new identity (I Cor. 5:17). But do we believe this or are we a victim of identity theft?    

I.  Stolen Identity: (Rev. 12:10) 

A. Past (Remember!) -


B. Present (Look!) -
   

C. Future (Forget!) - 

II.  False/Assumed Identity: (Rom. 7:14-25)  

A. Seeing the Standard (Holiness!) -


B. Trying to Attain (Helplessness!) -


C. Feeling like a Failure (Hopelessness!) –
1. Give Up –

2. Give In - 

III.  New Identity: (Gal. 2:20)

A. Resources (Power!) -


B. Partnership (Union!) -


C. Destiny (Citizenship!) -

When Christ redeems us, we pass from one kingdom into another and our identity changes! All the benefits and privileges of this new identity are ours by virtue of this change/adoption. Are you living into your new identity?
Statement: What you Believe, you will Become. What you Trust, you will Obey.   What you Worship, you will Serve.

Going Deeper:

1. Have you ever had your identity stolen? If so, what were the consequences of this unfortunate occur-rence?  Were you able to rectify the circumstances?   

2. Do you see just how important our identities (who we believe we are) are in the spiritual realm? What are some of the “False identities” we suffer under in our spiritual lives? 

3. Can you enumerate several of the benefits that are ours as a result of our becoming a child of God? What are our family privileges? 

4. How can we protect our new spiritual identity and defeat the one who would undermine our position? Are there ways in which we can we reaffirm who we are in Christ?

5. Personal: When you came to Christ (if you have), did you find that there was a radical change in your life or has it been a more gradual process? Has there been a change?

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. What is your favorite name (boys and girls)? Do you think that names are important? Why/why not?

2. Have you ever been called a name by someone that wasn’t nice? How did that make you feel? The Bible tells us many wonderful things about who we are when we belong to Christ. Can you name a few?  

3. Have you ever asked Jesus to forgive your sins and to make you a part of His family? Maybe you could talk with your Mom and Dad about this wonderful decision. It is the most important choice you will ever make! 

