
January 16, 2022 
Baptism of Jesus Sunday  

 
Prelude:  “Shall We Gather at the River”  (Ron Klusmeier- piano) 

 
Welcome and Introduction 

 

Land Acknowledgement: 

Good morning.   Welcome to Brechin United Church 

As you know, our minister, Reverend Tif McNaughton, is off for several weeks on 

restorative leave. 

The worship team is endeavouring to provide you with meaningful worship in her 

absence. 

We pray for her restored health and we look forward to her return in the future. 

 

As an act of reconciliation, we of Central Vancouver Island, in Nanaimo British 

Columbia, would like to acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional and unceded 

territory of The Coast Salish peoples, and the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw 

first nation. 

We also give thanks to the ancestors, hereditary leaders and matriarchs, creatures big 

and small, for looking after the rich resources and cultural teaching of this beautiful 

land. 

Today we continue to seek new relationships with the original people of this land, one 

based in honour and respect.  In accordance with this respect we welcome all people, 

regardless of race, creed, age, cultural background or sexual orientation.  

From wherever you come, and whoever you are, know that you are welcome to worship 

here in our safe space, Brechin United Church. 

 
Candle lighting:  

We light the Christ candle, the light of the world, the light of possibility  

 
Call to worship: 
God creates all beings; God created you!  And God says to us… 
“You are the delight of my life!” 
God delights in all beings; God delights in you!  And God says to us… 
“You are the delight of my life!” 
God breathed the divine spirit into all beings; And God says to us… 
“You are the delight of my life!” 
God calls us all to live justly and fairly; and God says… 
“You are the delight of my life!” 
Before all time, beyond all time; God says… 
“You are the delight of my life!” 
 



Hymn:   MV 30  “It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker” 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Holy and Sustaining God, we come to worship and praise you.   
We journeyed with you to Bethlehem and followed the star of the east. 
Today we gather with you at the River Jordan,  
remembering Jesus’ baptism. 
As we enter this season of epiphanies and revelations,  
may your Spirit stir our hearts and open our lives  
to new learnings and understandings. 
Fill us with a willingness to go into the deep waters,  
ever mindful that you have called us by name and that you go with us.   
We pray through Jesus our baptized Saviour.  Amen. 
 (Dora White, Minnedosa U.C., Minnedosa, Man.) 

 
Scriptures: Isaiah 43:1-7 
  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
Reflection: “The Gift of Affirmation” 
 
Hymn:  MV 161, “I Have Called You by Your Name” 
 
An Invitation to come to the waters: 
God call us to the water to find a new way: 
 A new grace 
 A new hope 
 A new faith 
 A new life  
God calls us to come to the water 
Come to the water and let go of the outworn: 
 outworn habits 
 outworn pains 
 outworn angers 
 outworn burdens 
God calls us to come to the water 
 
A Blessing of the waters: 
God blesses the water and it  
 heals us 
 forgives us 
 renews us 
 refreshes us 



God calls us to come to the water 
Come to the water and receive 
 affirmation 
 blessing 
 freedom 
 mercy and love 
God blesses us and calls us to come to the water 
 
A Blessing of the Water:  
Gracious God your spirit moved over the waters of chaos to bring forth the universe.  
Your Spirit moved in the waters of the Jordan River and blessed Jesus.  Bless this water 
and us today.  Amen. 
 
Invitation to come for a Blessing 
 
Hymn: VU 453  “Out of Deep, Unordered Water” 
 
“Take this water, child of God, and name yourself as God names you, Beloved.” 
 
Prayers of the people 
Prayer of Jesus:  Disciple’s Prayer (VU 916)       (copyright 1988 Jim Cotter) 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 



For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Offering 
 
Commissioning  
God has called each of us by name. 
We are yours O God. 
Do not fear for God goes with you wherever you may go. 
We are yours O God. 
Even when we pass through rough waters, God will be with you. 
We are yours O God. 
Go in peace to love to serve God. 
Amen. 
 
Sung response:    “Leaving”     (Ron Klusmeier)  

 
 
(Call to Worship, Invitation to Come to the Waters & Commissioning from Gathering Worship Resource 

United Church of Canada) 

 

 


