
THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 
Corinthians Chapters 5 & 6 

 
Our Lenses 

 
As we enter into any kind of controversy, ancient or 
contemporary, it is good to check our lenses.  
 
What are we bringing to the conversation? 
What are our assumptions about the topic of debate? 
How is my body when I am considering the topic? 
 
Being aware aware of what we are bringing to the debate will 
help us with two important things. 
 

1. We will be humble (i.e. knowing our limits and playing 
within them) in our hearts knowing we are only one 
voice in a choir of voices. 

2. We will be gracious (i.e. spacious) with others who 
might hold a different position – be singing a different 
part in the choir – on the topic of debate. 

 
David’s Lenses for 1 Corinthians 5-7 

 
1. The Lens of the Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul’s writings are put into a context of Paul’s unique 
mission to the Gentiles. 
 
Acts 15 is the story of the Jewish Christian Church 
giving Paul licence to welcome the Gentiles into the 
Christian Church with three provisions:  
a. They will not eat anything sacrifices to idols 

(possibly to avoid confusion as to whether the old 
gods of the Gentiles had any power as gods) 

b. They will abstain from eating blood. This is 
possibly to the Jewish understanding that the life 
of a living creature is in the blood. And so blood 
is sacred and not to be consumed. 

c. They were to abstain from sexual immorality 
(porneia, in Greek).  
 

Commented [DT1]: Acts 15:29 



2. The lens of a diverse human sexuality. 
Human sexuality is a broad continuum of orientations 
and gender identities. We are all sexual beings capable 
of using the gift of human sexuality for good or for 
evil. What constitutes good or evil often changes in 
different cultures and times, in the heart of an 
individual, and in the canons of a religious 
organization.  
 
Holy Scripture is not a textbook on human sexuality. 
Human sexuality, as a foundational human 
experience, is included in the narrative and witness of 
Holy Scripture, but Scripture itself is not a how-to 
manual. In some ways it is more of a how-not-to 
manual with Biblical laws being made to ensure 
sexuality is used to benefit us rather than harm us.  
 
As deeply incarnational beings, our spiritual and 
pastoral responsibility is to discern how to celebrate 
appropriately the gift of human sexuality in our own 
lives and in the company of the community of the 
church?  

 
I wonder what lens you bring to conversations about 
sexuality and spirituality. 
  



The Problem 
 

5:1It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 
you, and of a kind that is not found even among pagans; for 
a man is living with his father’s wife. 2And you are arrogant!  
 

The Solution: reorient your attitude 
 
6 Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that a 
little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7Clean out the 
old yeast so that you may be a new batch, as you really are 
unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been 
sacrificed. 8Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with 
the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
A A reminder that our behaivour as members of the 

Christian community, including sexual behaiviour, is 
to imitate Christ who is our self-giving example. 
Sexual Immorality (πορνεία) is about taking and 
controlling and holding onto something for one’s 
own self. The Christian way is about giving, sacrificing 
and holding onto something for the benefit of others. 

 
 Other expressions of human sexuality can exist on 

different values. A sexuality based on malice is one to 
be rejected. So, too, is a sexuality based on evil – that 
is, one that harms another. 

 
Note: Sexual activity, while it is explicitly named here as a 

man living with his father’s wife, is not the focus of 
Paul’s admonition as such. The admonition is, rather, 
a call to consider our actions, even our sexual actions, 
with humility, within Christ’s example of self-
sacrifice, and within the gracious space made by the 
broader church. 

 
I wonder how our attitudes toward sex in our own day 
can be reoriented to humility, self-sacrifice and 
spiritual community. 
 

A 

Commented [DT2]: πορνεία, in Greek. Porneia has an 

implicit connotation of selling sex or putting someone up for 
sale as a sexual object (pimping). 

Commented [DT3]: Paul is concerned that the community 
of primarily Gentile believers is forgetting that their presence 
in the life of the Christian Church has been a hard-fought 
win. It is also possible Paul is feeling the pressure of his 
Jerusalem colleagues to remind the Gentile Church to stay 
within the generous bounds they have been given. 

Commented [DT4]: καύχημα – 10 times in the letter. A 

move from boasting in our own selves, to boasting in 

God’s selfless love. 

Commented [DT5]: The Paschal lamb is the image of the 
sacrificial lamb used in cultic worship to appease God. Here 
it is used as an illustration that God is a God of self-sacrifice, 
not an arrogant God who demands, but a humble one who 
gives. 

Commented [DT6]: Malice, in Greek is κακία, or 
wickedness. The English word evil is here translated from the 

Greek word πονηρία. This word means a painful evil.  



The Problem 
 
6:12 ‘All things are lawful for me’. 
13‘Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food’. 
 
Note: It seems like the Corinthians were especially 

enamoured by the part of Paul’s gospel that 
emphasized freedom. We will get into the Christian 
debate of freedom next week. 

 
The Solution: remember to not become enslaved 

 
6:12 but not all things are beneficial…but I will not be 
dominated by anything. 13The body is meant not for 
fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
 
18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is 
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and 
that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
B A reminder that just because we are capable of doing 

something, does not mean it’s something worth 
doing. Rather we need to look for the higher purpose 
of our sexual gifts and remember who gave them to 
us. 

 
 If in our longing for the freedom of life that comes 

from following Christ, we become enslaved to our 
bodily desires, we have lost our freedom. 

 
 Jesus, in defending his healing on the Sabbath said, 

“the Sabbath was made for humans, not humans for 
the Sabbath.” This same principle applies to other 
human experience too. Sex is a gift made for 
humanity, humanity was not made for sex. Consider 
this principle in the context of alcohol, Church, 
spiritual discipline and practices, prayer, etc. 

 

B 

C 

Commented [DT7]: Or, possible. Or, permissible 

Commented [DT8]: It seems like the Corinthians were 
using a “common sense” justification for their participation 
in porneia. They are saying, ‘sex is made for our sexual 
organs and our sexual organs are made for sex’. 

Commented [DT9]: Beneficial can be understood as 
rewarding. Dominated means being overpowered. 

Commented [DT10]: In 1 Corinthians 3:16 the entire body 
of the Christian community is described as the temple of 
God. Here it would seem the individual member of the 
Christian community is also a temple. Paul later plays more 
on the movement between the individual member and the 
whole body of the community in chapter 12. 

Commented [DT11]: A beautiful invitation to an 
incarnational life. The spiritual journey is not only for the 
heart or the mind. It also is a journey for our body. God 
glories in the created order, which includes our bodies and 
therefore our sexuality. 



C Paul’s theology of human sexuality can be distilled to 
the image of the human body being a temple for God. 
Our bodies are the inhabitation of God. This means 
we do not need to be ashamed of our physicality. 
Rather we celebrate our physicality as a place where 
God is.  

 
 And if God is here in our bodies, we dedicate our 

bodily actions to God as actions that come from the 
same energy and example of God: humble and self-
giving (not selfishly taking – i.e porneia). 

 
 
I wonder how sexual expression is beneficial to a 
person. 
 
I wonder how we can resist being dominated by 
sexuality.   
 
I wonder how sexuality glorifies God. 
 


