
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BRANFORD 
Baptism of Christ Sunday 
January 9, 2022 10:00 AM 

Gathering...in God’s Presence 

Prelude Christum wir sollen loben schon, Bach - Phil Rinehart 

Introit Wade In The Water 

Welcome Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Call to Celebration Kerry Stewart 

God’s voice stirs the waters. Our glorious God thunders 
calling us to worship, calling us to peace 
In baptism, our Creator claims us 
and frees us from the power of hatred and death. 
In baptism we are joined to Christ 
and we are joined together in unity, recalling 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek 
there is no longer slave or free 
there is no longer male or female 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 
In baptism, the Spirit of God anoints us for ministry 
and makes us signs of divine love. 
It is the mark of acceptance into the church 
and the beginning of our growth 
into full Christian faith and discipleship. 
Therefore on this day, 
the whole church, the Body of Christ, 
remembers and celebrates. 

Gathering Prayer Kerry Stewart 

Hymn of Praise I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 



Call to Reconciliation Kerry Stewart 

Prayer of Confession Kerry Stewart 

Gracious God, we confess that too often we live 
as though we are fearful, not faithful. 
When we encounter the waters of chaos and confusion, 
we don’t easily pass through them, 
but we obsess about the height of the water 
instead of the sight of the other side. 
You promised to walk through the rivers with us. 
Help us believe. 
And help our unbelief. 

Words of Grace 

Thus says the God who created you and formed us in God’s image: “Do not fear, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.” This is the 
good news! 

Thanks be to God! By water and word, by the Spirit of God's redeeming 
grace, we are marked and sealed as God's beloved children. Amen. 

Morning Prayers & Silence 

The Lord’s Prayer Kerry Stewart 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Receiving...God’s Word for us 

Anthem Take Me to The Water 

Children’s Message Kerry Stewart 



Scripture Reading Kerry Stewart 
Psalm 29 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=508339384 
Matthew 2:1-12 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=508339437 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Sermon The Beloved - Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Hymn of Reflection We Know That Christ Is Raised 

Remembrance of our Baptisms 

Remembering our Baptismal Promises 

Reaffirmation of Baptism 

Prayer of Recommitment 

By your Spirit, Almighty God, Grant us Love for others, Joy in serving you, 
Peace in disagreement, Patience in suffering, Kindness toward all people, 
Goodness in evil times, Faithfulness in temptation, Gentleness in the face 
of opposition, Self-control in all things. Then strengthen us for ministry in 
your name. Amen. 

Responding...to God’s Love 

Life Among the Believers Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Mission Moment 

Call to Offering Kerry Stewart 

Offertory Phil Rinehart 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 



Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Dedication Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Hymn of Dedication Baptized In Water 

Benediction Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Benediction Response Wonder of Wonders 

Commissioning Kerry Stewart 

And All God’s People said Amen! 

Postlude Wie Schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, Peeters - Phil Rinehart 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Joseph Perdue, Kerry Stewart, Philip Rinehart 

Time of Offering: We are so very grateful for your generosity. It makes a 
real difference. Every little bit of your generosity counts and we thank you 
so much. FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405 Thank you for being the 
Church! 

 


