
 

BIG IDEA 
Jesus shows us what God’s 
kingdom is like. 
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Kingdom 
 
 

1  |  Hangout 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Explain that many stories include valuable 

lessons. The characters may learn something, or 
the lesson may be for the audience to discover. 
It’s not always obvious, but the more we think 
about the story, the more it teaches us. For 
example, The Ugly Duckling teaches that being 
different can be beautiful. 

b. Discuss: Have you ever heard a story, read a book, 
or watched a movie that had a lesson in it? What 
happened? What was the lesson? 

c. Let the kids know that Jesus used short stories 
called parables to explain big ideas about God 
and his kingdom. 

d. Discuss: Have you ever heard one of Jesus’ 
parables? What was it about? 

e. Introduce today’s Big Idea: Jesus shows us what 
God’s kingdom looks like. 

  2  |  Hear 
 
SUPPLIES 
• (Optional) Media player 
• Bible 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. (Optional) Watch this week’s video from the Now 

Playing Kids playlist on the One Story YouTube 
channel. 

b. Let the kids know that today’s God Story is two of 
Jesus’ parables. They show us what God’s 
kingdom is like. 

c. Look up and read the parables of the mustard 
seed and the yeast in Matthew 13:31–33. 

d. Review: 
• What did the first parable compare God’s 

kingdom to? (A tiny mustard seed) 
• What happened when the seed grew? (It 

became the biggest plant and birds came to 
build nests in its branches) 

• What did the second parable compare God’s 
kingdom to? (Yeast used to make bread) 

e. Explain that yeast makes bread puff up. Without 
yeast, it’s flat and dense. A small amount of yeast 
can make a whole loaf puffy! 

f. Emphasize that in both parables, something small 
grew into something that’s more than enough. 

g. Discuss: 
• What do these parables teach us about God’s 

kingdom? (It started out small, but it’s growing 
and growing—and that’s great news!) 

• What else can you think of that starts out small 
but grows into something significant? 

h. Challenge the kids to come up with and share 
their own ideas for a parable that describes God’s 
kingdom. 
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3  |  Huddle 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Big Idea sign 
• Drawing materials 
• Paper 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Read aloud today’s Big idea: Jesus shows us what 

God’s kingdom is like. 
b. Discuss: 

• Where do we get the best idea of what life in 
God’s kingdom looks like? (Jesus!) 

• From what you know about the life of Jesus, 
what does God’s kingdom look like? Sound 
like? Feel like? 

• How do people treat one another in God’s 
kingdom? 

c. Give each person a piece of paper. 
d. Place the drawing supplies where everyone can 

share them. 
e. Explain that God’s kingdom is here on earth 

wherever people live and love like Jesus—and 
God’s kingdom is also where we’re headed as 
God restores everything to his original design and 
purpose. 

f. Encourage the kids to make a poster that shows 
what God’s kingdom is all about. 

g. Invite everyone to share their creations. 
h. Pray, “Thank you, Jesus, that you show us what 

God’s kingdom is like. Please help us to follow 
you. Amen.” 

   

 



Illustrate a Parable
Draw pictures to show Jesus' parable about what God's kingdom is like.

The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed planted in a field. 
It is the smallest of all seeds...

...but it becomes the largest of all garden plants; it grows into a 
tree, and birds come and make nests in its branches.

Kids


