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The Profile of a “Supporting” 

Apostle 

Timothy: Diary of a Young Man 

Pastor Craig Ferguson 
 

  This letter is from Paul, an apostle of Christ 

Jesus, appointed by the command of God our Savior 

and Christ Jesus, who gives us hope. I am writing to 

Timothy, my true son in the faith. May God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, 

mercy, and peace.               1 

Timothy 1:1-2 (NLT) 
 

  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 

strength to do his work. He considered me 

trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, even 

though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my 

insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had 

mercy on me because I did it in ignorance and 

unbelief. Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord 

was! He filled me with the faith and love that come 

from Christ Jesus. This is a trustworthy saying, and 

everyone should accept it: ‘Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners’—and I am the worst of 

them all.  But God had mercy on me so that Christ 

Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great 

patience with even the worst sinners. Then others 

will realize that they, too, can believe in him and 

receive eternal life.  All honor and glory to God 

forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen 

one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen.   

         1 Timothy 1:12-17 (NLT) 

 

 

The profile of a supporting apostle 
 

1. He made himself available 
 

  Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, where 

there was a young disciple named Timothy. His mother 

was a Jewish believer, but his father was a Greek. 

Timothy was well thought of by the believers in 

Lystra and Iconium, so Paul wanted him to join them 

on their journey. In deference to the Jews of the 

area, he arranged for Timothy to be circumcised 

before they left, for everyone knew that his father 

was a Greek. Then they went from town to town, 

instructing the believers to follow the decisions 

made by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem. So the 

churches were strengthened in their faith and grew 

larger every day.  

          Acts 16:1-

5 (NLT) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. He accepted the difficult assignments 
 

  When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay 

there in Ephesus and stop those whose teaching is 

contrary to the truth.                1 

Timothy 1:3 (NLT) 
 

  I am not writing these things to shame you, but to 

warn you as my beloved children. For even if you had 

ten thousand others to teach you about Christ, you 

have only one spiritual father. For I became your 

father in Christ Jesus when I preached the Good News 

to you. So I urge you to imitate me. That’s why I 

have sent Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in 

the Lord. He will remind you of how I follow Christ 

Jesus, just as I teach in all the churches wherever 

I go. 

                  1 

Corinthians 4:14-17 (NLT) 
 

  When Timothy comes, don’t intimidate him. He is 

doing the Lord’s work, just as I am.  Don’t let 

anyone treat him with contempt. Send him on his way 

with your blessing when he returns to me. I expect 

him to come with the other believers.  

                  1 

Corinthians 16:10-11 (NLT) 
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3. He proved himself through faithfulness 
 

  If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send 

Timothy to you soon for a visit. Then he can cheer 

me up by telling me how you are getting along.  I 

have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares 

about your welfare.  All the others care only for 

themselves and not for what matters to Jesus 

Christ. But you know how Timothy has proved himself. 

Like a son with his father, he has served with me in 

preaching the Good News.  I hope to send him to you 

just as soon as I find out what is going to happen 

to me here.         Philippians 2:19-23 (NLT) 
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