
MInisterial Meandering 

When Sheila and I were still in the military, we had a service house in the 
hospital grounds.  It was a very grand house with 97 stairs from basement 
to attic and had been built in 1753 along with the rest o the hospital.  At 
that time it could only be reached by boat, which was an advantage for the 
Royal Navy (RN) because many of the men were ‘pressed men’ - in other 
words, they had been forced into the Navy by the ‘Press Gangs’ who 
would round up any unsuspecting young men on the dockside or in bars 
and taverns, and force them into service.  This was because the threat of 
war and the conditions and pay aboard Royal Navy ships was appalling, 
so few men actually volunteered.  But this is a rabbit hole…


Our house, as I say, was grand, and had a dining room table of polished 
rosewood that would seat 14 comfortably.  We rarely used it except for 
dinner parties and Christmas.  As this was our home, we used to find out 
who in the Wardroom (Mess) was going to be on their own on Christmas 
Day, and ask them over for lunch after church.  

Over the years we had some lovely guests, often foreigners who had come 
to do an exchange appointment with the RN, so we got to hear about their 
home countries too.  Occasionally, they wouldn’t be Christians - or of any 
faith - but they always made good company.

The point was to ‘mop up’ the waifs and strays who would otherwise be 
on their own over Christmas Day.  Apart from a few more mouths to feed, 
it always excited our teenage girls, and it was good to share our home and 
table.


Sheila and I have been wondering what we do for our ‘shut-ins’ here in 
Agassiz; or more specifically, what All Saints does for our local shut-ins.  
Having asked around a little, it appears that some folks in the parish get 
taken dinners, which is a great thing to do.  However, there are still lot of 
people out there who probably don’t get to have a hot meal at Christmas.  
What ideas do any of you have for dealing with this?




I don’t think it’s something I can decide on my own, particularly as the 
parish would have to fund it in some way or another - or it would have to 
be done by donation.


I am not sure which is the best way to go with this, and I would appreciate 
some help and ideas as to how to go about it next year.  Clearly, we are 
too late for this year, but we now have plenty of time to plan for 2022 
Christmas.


I appreciate that we cannot feed the whole of Agassiz and Harrison’s lost 
and lonely, but we could have a capped number of people we could feed.


What thought do people have on this?  You have both my phone numbers 
and my email in this Bulletin to contact me by.  Thanks for your input.


And have a wonderful and blessed Christmas too!


Philip+


