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Welcome & Introduction 

Welcome everyone!  Also those joining on LOVE STREAM! 
 
In the film “The Wedding Singer”, Adam Sandler plays the part of a young man, Robbie, 
who sings at weddings.  He’s a great entertainer, but he doesn’t know how to pick the 
right girl to fall in love with. 
 
There is also a girl in the movie.  Her name is Julia and she is a waitress at the events 
where Robbie performs.  She’s a bit like Robbie.  She doesn’t know how to pick the right 
guy to fall in love with. 
 
They both have a friend called Holly, who GETS that they are meant for each other.  So she organizes a 
moment where Robbie and Julia are in the room together, and she says, “Look.  I’m studying photography, 
or something like that, and I need someone to pose having a kiss!” 
 
Robbie and Julia are VERY awkward about this.  NO WAY!!! 
But somehow Holly gets them closer, and somehow she gets them to do it by saying … “Make it a 
CHRISTIAN kiss!” 
 
What’s a Christian kiss??? 
 
I actually know!  Because I saw them do it!  It’s one that respects the other person.  It’s gentle.  It doesn’t go 
too far.  And low and behold, Robbie and Julia start to like each other… 
 
Was it because they kissed…?  Not at all! 
It was HOW they kissed! 
 
They respected each other!  Of course they didn’t mind being together – though they needed a gentle nudge 
for THAT to happen!  But once they were close, they respected each other, they really loved each other, and 
their relationship blossomed.  They had not experienced that in any other relationship before. 
 
When Jesus began His ministry He was baptised and His heavenly Father as good as kissed Him!  He said 
the Jesus, You are my Son.  I love You.  I am well pleased with You.  And off Jesus went – full of Godly power 
and character. 
 
God intends the same for us! 
 
Before our baptisms, we are wandering around, doing our best at love, but often not getting it quite right.  
Sometimes even making a complete botch of it! 
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At our baptisms, it is God’s intention to kiss us into life!  So that we might walk with the love and character 
and power of God in our lives. 
 
That’s where we are heading this morning! 
 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 

Songs 

 Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone CCLI#4768151 

 Like An Avalanche CCLI#5806713 

 

Bible Reading 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the 
Messiah.16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, 
the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was 
opened22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
 
 

Message 

Today’s Bible reading says something about Jesus 

- and something about US! 
It says something about how God got Jesus ready for ministry 

- and something about how God gets US ready for ministry 

- there is a pre-baptism us, and a post baptism us 
 
This before-and-after-baptism contrast reminds me of the little girl who was sitting on her grandfather’s lap. 
He was reading her a bedtime story.  Every now and then, she would look at his face, and touch his wrinkled 
cheek.  She would then touch her own cheek, then his again, and so on. 
 
Finally she said… 
"Grandpa, did God make you?" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe7OruLk8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ2_Gg6ka-k
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"Yes, Sweetheart … God made me a long time ago." 
Then she asked… 
"Grandpa, did God make me too?" 
"Yes darling...  God made you just a little while ago." 
Then she said, "God’s getting better at it, isn’t he?" 
 
Before we are baptised into Jesus, we were stuck with an “I-don’t-need-God” flesh and blood driving our 
hearts...  like a wrinkly old face! 
 
But as baptised people, tied to Jesus, the power of sin and death has been dealt with, and we get a NEW 
life to live.  We are now children of God.  We have been put on God’s mission. We are set free to live 
under the power of the Holy Spirit, as Jesus did!  Like an innocent child! 

- To kiss as HE kisses.  A Christian kiss!! 

- To love as HE loves. 

- To walk as HE walks. 

- TO BE A CHILD OF GOD as Jesus is. 
 
God gets Jesus ready, and then sends JESUS to do His mission… 
God now gets US ready, and sends US to join Jesus on His mission! 
 
The way Luke writes the story, it sounds like Jesus was just following the crowd… 
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. Luke 3:21 
 
I guess the point is: if baptism means connecting with God, and if the crowd were wanting to connect with 
God, why wouldn’t Jesus be in that crowd…!  Jesus was always connecting with God! 
 
We should be in that crowd too!!  Wanting to connect with God! 
 

But it’s how God connects with Jesus that is very important for us to take note of.  Because God treats us in 
the SAME way! 

 
At His baptism, Jesus gets FILLED with GOD!  So to speak…  The Holy Spirit falls on Him. 
God declared: YOU ARE MY SON.  I LOVE YOU!  WITH YOU I AM WELL PLEASED! 
As a result, Jesus started His ministry, topped up with WHO HE WAS! 
 
And when God said, With you I am well pleased, God was not commenting on what Jesus had done!  He 
hadn’t done anything yet!  He was commenting on WHO HE WAS – ready to follow His heavenly Father’s 
lead in ministry! 
 
And even though Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit from birth, He was nevertheless Holy Spirited after His 
baptism, so that He could do His ministry with God-power, and so that HE would not be side-tracked away 
from GOD’S purposes. 
 

When we are baptised into Jesus, the SAME thing is intended for US! 

 
The New Testament describes Jesus as our Groom, and we who believe in Him, as His BRIDE!  He is our 
GROOM, we are His BRIDE.  And when Jesus chooses a bride, He doesn’t choose second best.  He washes us 
clean.  So that we are a pure Bride.  This is what the Holy Spirit does in baptism! (Titus 3:5-7; Ephesians 
5:26; 1 Peter 3:20-21, Romans 6:3-4). 
 
We are told in Romans 6 that in our baptism, our groom takes us with Him. 

- When He died on the cross for our sins, WE DIED WITH HIM 

- Our dirty stuff dies 

- Our sin dies 
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- WE die!! 

- When He was buried, WE WERE BURIED WITH HIM. 

- So that when He was raised to life, WE ALSO RISE TO A NEW LIFE! 
 
This, of course, is crazy talk! 
Except this IS what GOD’S WORD says!!!! 
 
We now are Holy Spirited!  So that we might be convinced that we are children of God.  Loved by Him.  
Listen to Romans 8:15-18… 
15 The Spirit you received … brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The 
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  
 
As God’s cleaned children, God now says to US … 
YOU ARE MY CHILDREN.  I LOVE YOU! I AM WELL PLEASED WITH YOU! 
 
And we could say, “But we haven’t done anything yet! … How can our heavenly Father be pleased with us!” 
 
But God is saying to us, you are the Bride of Christ, you have been cleaned!  You are now ready to work 
alongside of your husband!  I am Holy Spiriting you, so that you can KISS as Jesus kisses, LOVE as Jesus 
loves, WALK as Jesus walks… 
 
There is no formula to be Holy Spirited!  We simply know that it involves baptism and prayer. 
 
In Acts 8 we have an example of the Holy Spirit coming AFTER the Samaritan Christians had been baptised.  
And after Peter and john had laid on hands and prayed. 
 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:14-17 
 
And when Jesus was baptised we are told that it wasn’t as Jesus was being baptised that He received the 
Holy Spirit, it was AS HE WAS PRAYING… 
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 
22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. 
 
So we know that baptism and prayer and the coming of the Holy Spirit go hand in hand.  But there is no 
formula.  Nobody prayed FOR Jesus, but WHILE HE PRAYED the Holy Spirit came on Him.  On the other 
hand, the people in Samaria received the Holy Spirit THROUGH THE PRAYERS and laying on of hands by 
Peter and John, leaders from the Jerusalem church. 
 
In baptism we are Holy Spirited so that we can know with great confidence that we ARE God’s children. 
 
We now pray – and you could do this personally, or for each other – so that we might be Holy Spirited to 
do what God wants us to do – willing to share in the sufferings of Christ – that’s what Romans 8 also says… 
15 The Spirit you received … brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The 
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, 
Who are we that You are so mindful of us. 
 
Who are we that You would love us so much that in Jesus we have been released from the chains of our sin. 
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Yet Your beloved Son Jesus HAS called us to His side. 
 
Fill us now, again, with Your Holy Spirit that we might be the aroma of Your good news to all we meet. 
 
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit so that we might resist the evil one and stick only to the promises and life that 
YOU give us. 
 
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit … Amen. 
 

Song 
 
 Jesus CCLI#7067249 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear heavenly Father, 
What a gift of life You have given us in baptism! 
You have tied us to Jesus, and in His death, burial and resurrection, You have dealt with our sin and death.  
You have blessed us with Your love and filled us with Your Holy Spirit. 
You have drowned our old Adam!  …  But he still comes up for air!  He does not die easily!  Our old nature, 
centred on itself, still desires to live.  Please forgive us for this.  And wash us clean of the darkness that clings 
to us.  Remember Your mercy, and guide us in right ways.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
 
 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus that we are your children through Holy Baptism, that we are reborn clean and 

pure and completely loved by you.  As we begin a new year, help us begin afresh to receive 

the new life you give and to live in that confidence and blessing. 

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unending love and care for 

them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEbQswNB6Wc
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Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

The Blessing CCLI#7147007 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ55mDL7dA0
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