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Second Sunday After Christmas
January 2, 2022

We are an Affirming Congregation, offering welcome and companionship
to all, inclusive of age, ethnicity, gender identity, differing abilities, and sexual orientation.

For thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and
most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to Indigenous people from across

Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on this land.



ORDER OF SERVICE

CARILLON PRELUDE (OUTSIDE-10:30 A.M.)

ORGAN PRELUDE How Brightly Shines the Morning Star Dieterich Buxtehude
The Three Kings arr. Paul Manz
The Old Year Now Has Passed Away J. S Bach
Sussex Carol arr. Dale Wood

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN #76 See Amid the Winter’s Snow See Amid the Winter’s Snow
1 See amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below,

See, the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn; hail redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

2 Lo, within a manger lies God who built the starry skies,
who, enthroned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim. R

3 Say, ye holy shepherds, say what your joyful news today;
wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep? R

4 “As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light;
Angels singing ‘Peace on earth’ told us of the Saviour’s birth.”R

5 Sacred infant, all divine, what a mighty love was thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this! R

INVITATION TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF APPROACH

One: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph,
All: God is there.
One: When they present Jesus at the temple,
All: God is there.
One: When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms,
All: God is there.
One: When Anna recognizes Jesus as the answer to prayer,
All: God is there.
One: This very morning,
All: God is here.
One: In the future we cannot see,
All: God is there.
One: Let us worship God together!



PRAYER OF CONFESSION

SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

KYRIE ELEISON (ALL) #69 MORE VOICES Kyrie eleison (God have mercy) Kervin

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

♪ACT OF PRAISE (All) p. 895 VOICES UNITED
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high!
And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well pleased.
And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well pleased.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

READINGS Isaiah 60:1-6
The Ingathering of the Dispersed

Ephesians 3:1-12
Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles.

ANTHEM Gems of Day French Carol, 1553

GOSPEL READING Matthew 2:1-12
The Visit of the Wise Ones

ONE: This is a witness of the good news of Jesus Christ.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

HYMN #93 When Heaven’s Bright with Mystery Sussex Carol
1 When heaven's bright with mystery

and science searches nature's art,
when all creation yearns for peace
and hope sinks deep in human hearts,

appear to us, O Holy Light;
lift from our eyes the shades of night.

2 When Herod barters power and lives
and Rachel's weeping fills the night,
when suffering's mask marks every face,
and Love's a refugee in flight,

reveal to us your word of grace
and make us witness to your peace.



3 When fragile faith, like desert wind,
blows dry and empty, hope erased,
when withered grass and fading flower
proclaim again our day's brief space,

breathe on the clay of our despair
and work a new creation there.

4 When heaven's bright with mystery
and stars still lead an unknown way,
when love still lights a gentle path
where courts of power can hold no sway,

there with the Magi, let us kneel,
our gifts to share, God's world to heal.

SERMON “BETHLEHEM - THEN WHAT?” THE REV. MARK AITCHISON

ANTHEM Verbum caro factum est 15th c. English Carol, ed. R. Proulx
Word-Made-Flesh, we welcome you; come to dwell among us here. Alleluia. Thus has God made known
to us His salvation for us all. Close to me, He called my name; you my Father, I your Son.

PEACE GREETING

One: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING MUSIC A New Year Carol Benjamin Britten

DEDICATION OF OFFERING



OFFERTORY HYMN #540 Stuttgart
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully.
Grant us time and inspiration, with a vision old and new,
that our goal in all our loving may be reached in loving you.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
One: Let us pray. (all seated)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER (all)  (Voices United, p. 921)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #92 In the Darkness Shines the Splendour Irby

1 In the darkness shines the splendour
of the Word who took our flesh,

welcoming, in love's surrender,
death's dark shadow at his crèche.

Bearing every human story,
Word made flesh reveals his glory.

2 Light of nations, veiled in history,
born of woman's flesh and blood,

calling to the depths of mystery
restless hearts that seek the good.

Healing every human story,
Word made flesh reveals his glory.

3 Broken bread, sustaining us in sorrow,
wine poured out to toast our joy;

exodus and new tomorrow,
life's full promise to enjoy!

Gladdening every human story,
Word made flesh reveals his glory.



4 All God's people, sing in jubilation
of the birth that sets us free,

telling of the revelation:
Jesus, God's epiphany.

Celebrate the human story!
Word made flesh reveals our glory.

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

BLESSING #429 William Wright
May the blessing of God be upon you. May God’s love light all your way. May the grace of Christ enfold
you and peace around you stay. May the Spirit of God dwell within you. May you live in joy each day.

ORGAN POSTLUDE In Thee is Gladness Johann Sebastian Bach

LEADING IN WORSHIP is The Rev. Mark Aitchison. Reading the lesson is Judy Phillips. The ministry of
music is offered by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright, the Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar Joshua
Duncan Lee, Metropolitan Choir lead singers Gisele Kulak, Valeria Kondrashov, Charles Davidson,
John Schneider, and Carillonneur Roy Lee.

The church office will reopen on Tuesday, January 4, 2022.

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK

Monday, January 3

Church office closed

Wednesday, January 5

8:00 a.m. Chop Chop Meal Prep
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Congregational Care Committee (Zoom)

Thursday, January 6

8:30 a.m. Breakfast Bible Study (Zoom)
12:00 p.m. Winter Community Meal Program Narthex
6:30 p.m. Digital Pilgrims (Zoom)
7:30 p.m. Metropolitan Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
8:00 p.m. Evening Communion (Zoom)

Friday, January 7

10:00 a..m. Art and Computer Lab Met Centre



Saturday, January 8

8:30 a.m. Saturday Bible Study (Zoom)

NEXT SUNDAY: January 9 - Third Sunday after Christmas- Baptism of Jesus

11:00 a.m. Online Worship Rev. Jason Meyers, preaching
1:00 p.m. Outreach Meeting (Zoom)
2:30 p.m. Budget Meeting (Zoom)

WEEKLY PROGRAMS AT MET
Zoom links at metunited.ca

Zoom Bible Study
Wednesdays at Noon resuming Jan. 5, 2022
A weekly consideration and discussion of the scripture passages and attending commentary, led by
Rev. Jason Meyers.

Breakfast Bible Study (Zoom)
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. resuming Jan. 6, 2002
Breaking open the word with Rev. Mark Aitchison.

Evening Communion (Zoom)
Thursdays at 8:00 p.m. resuming Jan. 6, 2022
A short service of word and table.

Saturday Bible Study (Zoom)
Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. resuming Jan. 1, 2022
Led by Christopher Hoover; open at 8:00 a.m. for social time.

GO ON A DIGITAL PILGRIMAGE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

In this time of being away from our church building, you are invited to go on a “digital pilgrimage” and
experience the online worship of another church or different faith tradition. We will gather on Zoom, on
January 6 - the day of Epiphany - at 6:30 p.m. to share our experiences.

SECOND ANNUAL STOCKING DRIVE - THANK YOU!

With your help, we were able to fill more than 100 stockings with Christmas goodies, as well as personal
hygiene items, for distribution at our Winter Community Meal Program. Thank you for supporting the
Drive again this year!



CHRISTMAS SERVICES & CONCERTS

You can find last Sunday’s Candlelight Lessons and Carols service, as well as our Christmas themed
Noon at Met concert with Dr. Patricia Wright, organ, and singers, on our YouTube channel. Subscribe
and stay up to date with the Choir, children and youth programming and more.

PASTORAL CARE
Our ministers are connecting with members and determining the needs of our community during this
challenging time. If you would like a pastoral phone call, you can contact Rev. Jason Meyers at
jasonm@metunited.ca (416-363-0331 ext. 224).

OUR CHRISTMAS THANK OFFERING

Thank you for your always generous support of our Christmas Thank Offering. Our
gifts to Metropolitan support our many ministries and programs, and help transform
lives. You may donate online at metunited.ca/donate, or use your mobile phone’s
camera to scan the QR code to the left. We also accept gifts by e-transfer to
donations@metunited.ca. For those giving weekly, you may include your gift as
part of your Sunday offering, clearly marked “Christmas Thank Offering.”

GIFTS OF SECURITIES — FROM YOU TO METROPOLITAN
A number from our congregation support Met through gifts of securities. Easy to arrange and a way of
supporting Metropolitan other than from your annual income, you will receive a charitable donation
receipt for the full value of the shares AND pay no capital gains tax on any securities given. For info,
please call Doug Flanders at (416) 769-2746 or email dougflanders@sympatico.ca. A legacy. It’s ours to
leave.

Sign up for the Met Connect weekly newsletter
YouTube Facebook Instagram

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA?sub_confirmation=1
mailto:donations@metunited.ca
mailto:dougflanders@sympatico.ca
http://eepurl.com/gDnheD
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.facebook.com/metunited
https://www.instagram.com/metropolitanunitedto/


DIRECTORY
Chair of the Official Board: Kenneth Younie (boardchair@metunited.ca)
Minister of Worship and Faith Formation: The Rev. Jason Meyers, ext. 224 (jasonm@metunited.ca)
Supply Minister: The Rev. Mark Aitchison, ext. 254 (marka@metunited.ca)
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair (malcolms@metunited.ca)
Voluntary Associate Minister: The Rev. Alana Martin, ext. 255 (officiant@metunited.ca)
Children & Youth Ministries Animator: The Rev. Alana Martin (alana@thegoproject.ca)
Teacher: Karlos Griffith (karlosgriffith@rogers.com)
Library: Marion Lick (library@metunited.ca) and Maureen Maguire (vigrass78@gmail.com)

Community Outreach Ministry
Outreach and Housing Worker: Megan Carver, ext. 221 (meganc@metunited.ca)
Outreach and Community Service Coordinator: Stephanie Cunti, ext. 241 (stephaniec@metunited.ca)

Ministry of Music
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar: Joshua Duncan Lee
Metropolitan Choir Lead Singers: Gisele Kulak, Chelsea Van Pelt, Valeria Kondrashov,
Michelle Simmons, Charles Davidson, Benjamin Stein, Nicholas Higgs, John Schneider
Director, Great Heart Youth Ensemble: Benjamin Stein
Conductor, Metropolitan Sparklers: Dr. Jennifer Martyn
Carillonneur: Roy Lee
Director, Metropolitan Silver Band: Fran Harvey

Administrative Ministry
Director of Administration: Jane Tuomi, ext. 222 (janelt@metunited.ca)
Office Administrator: Sheela Taylor, ext. 210 (sheelat@metunited.ca)
Financial Manager: Elena Pejcinovska, ext. 229 (elenap@metunited.ca)
Technical Administrator: Vinoth Thanganadan, ext. 223 (vinotht@metunited.ca)
Communications Specialist: Charles Davidson, ext. 228 (charlesd@metunited.ca)
Property Manager: Frank Cormier, ext. 231 (frankc@metunited.ca)
Custodians: Puvi Kanagalingam, Brian McElwain, ext. 320

56 Queen Street East, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3
Tel. 416.363.0331 Fax. 416.363.7586
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