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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for 
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum 
Reader: Diana MacDonald 
Music:  The MacRae Choral Scholars, Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar, 
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses   

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    46 

1  God is our hope and strength * a very present help in trouble. 
2  Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved * and though the hills be carried 
into the midst of the sea. 
3  Though the waters thereof rage and swell * and though the mountains shake at the 
tempest of the same. 
4  The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God * the holy place of the 
tabernacle of the most Highest. 
5  God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed  God shall help her, and 
that right early. 
6  The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved * but God hath shewed his 
voice, and the earth shall melt away. 
7  The Lord of hosts is with us * the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
8  O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord * what destruction he hath brought 
upon the earth. 
9  He maketh wars to cease in all the world * he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the 
spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire. 
10  Be still then, and know that I am God * I will be exalted among the heathen, and I will 
be exalted in the earth. 
11  The Lord of hosts is with us * the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated.  
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First Lesson    Text: Isaiah 55:1-11 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall 
run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they 
have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Healey Willan (1880-1968). 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He 
hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 
hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
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Second Lesson Text: Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Willan 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver 
us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

First Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 
FATHER in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim him thy 
beloved Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptised into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour; 
who with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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Anthem     

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 
I would my true love did so chance 
To see the legend of my place, 
To call my true love to my dance: 
     Sing, O my love, O my love; 
     This have I done for my true love. 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was,  
So very poor, this was my chance, 
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 
To call my true love to my dance: 
     Sing, O my love…. 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
Of her I took fleshly substance; 
Thus was I knit to man’s nature, 
To call my true love to my dance: 
     Sing, O my love…. 

Then afterwards baptized I was; 
The Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
My Father’s voice heard from above, 
To call my true love to my dance: 
     Sing, O my love…. 

  Text: Cornish traditional. Music: John Gardner (1926-2007). 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 

Hymn  

 O Trinity, most blessed light, 
O Unity of sov’reign might, 
as now the fiery sun departs, 
come shed your light within our hearts. 

 To you our morning song of praise, 
to you our evening prayer we raise; 
our humble joy shall ever be 
to praise your name eternally. 

 To God the Father, heav’nly light, 
to Christ revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Spirit let us raise 
one heart and voice in ceaseless praise. 

  Text: J.M. Neale (1818-1866) 

Sermon  

Please stand to sing the hymn, overleaf. 
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Hymn (SPR 30) DEUS TUORUM MILITUM  

1. The sinless one to Jordan came 
to share our fallen nature’s blame; 
God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled 
and chose the path his Father willed. 

4. How bless’d that mission then begun 
to heal and save a race undone; 
straight to the wilderness he goes 
to wrestle with his people’s foes. 

2. Uprising from the waters there, 
the voice from heaven did witness bear 
that he, the Son of God, had come 
to lead his scattered people home. 

5. Dear Lord, let those baptized from sin 
go forth with you, a world to win; 
and send the Holy Spirit’s power 
to shield them in temptation’s hour. 

3. Above him see the heavenly Dove, 
the sign of God the Father’s love, 
now by the Holy Spirit shed 
upon the Son’s anointed head. 

6. On you shall all your people feed 
and know you are the Bread indeed, 
who gives eternal life to those 
that with you died, and with you rose. 

Music: Antiphoner, Grenoble, 1753. Words: George B. Timms (1910-97)  
© OUP, all rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

The Blessing or Grace  

Organ Voluntary  
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