
January 9, 2022 Baptism of Jesus Sermon notes

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29: Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17,21-22

“You Are Precious In My Sight”

The reading from Isaiah that we heard today is filled with hope and promise.  It contains some of

my favourite images - images that have inspired hymns and poems that have been an encouragement in

my walk with God.  Songs like “Be Not Afraid” which has the chorus “Be not afraid, I go before you

always, come, follow me and I will give you rest”.  This tune often floats through my mind as I face

difficulties. Isaiah recorded God’s promise that: “when you pass through the waters, I will be with you”

but what often grabs my attention is the statement from God that all of these promises are given because,

“you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you”.  Scholars are divided on whether this verse

is directed only at the Messiah or to the entire nation of Israel but since you and I have been made

members of the Body of Christ through baptism I believe we can claim this statement as our own.  We

are precious in the sight of God, honoured and loved by the Divine Creator. I was cherished by my

parents but they sometimes had a difficult time expressing that reality so I was filled with a great deal of

delight when I first heard this verse spoken and explained.  Those who are adopted into Christ are

precious in God’s sight and so too are all those who have not been adopted.  The human race is precious

to God and those of us with the Holy Spirit in our hearts can receive the reminder of that message on a

regular basis.  Your worth to God does not come from your performance (or lack thereof) it is a given

because of the nature of God.  Love is the supreme motivator for all God’s actions and the sooner we get

that solidly fixed in our minds the better our relationship with God will be.  Being precious to God does

not necessary translate into a trouble free life but it does mean that nothing will ever separate us from the

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (See Romans 8:38,39)

Not only does the passage from Isaiah make me pause in wonder the letter to the Hebrews

contains a verse which often makes me stop in my tracks - particularly when I’m going through a tough

time.  “My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when you are punished by

him; for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves and chastises every child whom he accepts.” (Heb.

12:5,6) I confess that I don’t feel much like I am loved when I’m being punished but, except when the

punisher is cruel, the reason for punishment is a desire to correct unhelpful and unhealthy behaviour.  An

uncaring parent, according to this letter, is one who does not discipline his or her children.  The object of

a caring parent’s discipline is to provide an atmosphere in which the growing child can succeed.  That is

the setting for the reading from Isaiah.  The nation of Israel is being punished for its transgressions but

God reminds them of his love and his ultimate purpose.  He wishes for them to grow into the inheritance



that is promised to them through the Covenant with God and so, from time to time, they need to be

disciplined. The message is ‘you are precious in my sight’ even though you may not feel particularly

loved at the time.  This same thing is true in our own lives which is why I am encouraging all of us to

have, at the centre of our minds, the idea that all actions of God are motivated by his love for us.  The

good parent who disciplines a child is motivated to do so because of their love for the child and the same

is true of our Father in heaven.  I have met many adults who confess that they were problem children and

didn’t appreciate the acts of discipline at the time but certainly are thankful for the patience and love

expressed by their parents which has made them into the mature adults that they are.  At times I have

asked God to forgive me for the difficulty I caused my parents and I thank God for their love and

protection - even when I didn’t appreciate it.

The nation of Israel had a history of waywardness and on at least two occasions God pronounced

a general judgement on the entire nation in order to get their attention. When they were traveling out of

Egypt an extra 40 years was added to their journey in order to produce a greater degree of discipline and

then the nation of Babylon was used to take the people of Judah into exile for 70 years.  After Jerusalem

was rebuilt other nations such as the Greeks ruled over Israel until the days of the Roman Empire. When

God sent John the Baptizer to the Jordan River it was with a message to the people of Judah to ‘make

God’s paths straight’ through repentance and to mark that repentance by an action of Baptism.  By doing

this, John promised as he quoted Isaiah, ‘the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places made

smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ (Luke 3:5,6) The fact that they were being rescued

was an announcement of God’s tremendous love for them.  It was a love that had not been earned

through their behaviour in the same way that our parent’s love is not earned by our behaviour.  The

people to whom God sent John the Baptizer were precious in the sight of the Lord and so he called upon

them to do what they needed to do in order to ‘make the paths straight’.  Confession, repentance, and

baptism all go together and these actions are still able to ‘make the paths straight.’

The idea that we are precious to God may not be something we spend a good deal of time

contemplating but it is very worth the effort.  It is easy to conclude that God wants us to earn his love but

that idea misses the point entirely.  Yes, God wishes that we would behave in appropriate ways but that

is for our benefit and has nothing to do with how much love he has for us.  A parent who teaches their

children how to behave in a polite way is not doing so in order to have the child earn the parent’s love

but in order to help the child become as successful as possible.  The fact that we have been forgiven and

restored is because we are precious in the sight of our God and that fact makes me very happy indeed.

If you think of it even Jesus had to undergo discipline.  He too appeared at the river and received



the baptism of repentance and we know that later he was driven into the desert to be tempted

(disciplined) before beginning the ministry to which God had called him.  Between those two events

came a moment of beauty. As Jesus was praying, Luke describes, “the heaven was opened, and the Holy

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘you are my Son,

the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Luke 3:22) The message that we are beloved is such an

important attitude as we face these and other uncertain days.  Jesus had not done any ministry at the time

his Father in heaven announced that he was well pleased so we know that the statement did not spring

from any kind of action on Jesus’ part. This tells me that if I believe the messages from scripture the

possibility that God is well pleased with me does not stem from anything I have done or not done - it

comes instead from the loving heart of our Lord God.  We are beloved because God is love and showers

us with that love. What a wonderful foundation from which to launch our lives.  The discipline that is

mentioned in the letter to the Hebrews comes from this same foundation.  The loving God - being well

pleased - wishes for the very best in the live of those he loves.

From this foundation of being loved we are sent out into the world to share that wonderful news

with others who do not yet know the Father’s love. Doing so requires discipline on our part because

those who need the message often reject the message at first and we need to exercise the patience that is

a fruit of the Spirit in order to share the message and actions of love with those around us.  Taking the

time we need to be grounded in the message that we are precious to God helps us keep going when the

response to our efforts is not what we hoped it would be.  This pandemic has tested our resolve and

sometimes it has resulted in a pity party where we feel underappreciated or unloved.  What we all need

to hear very clearly is that we “are precious in God’s sight, honoured and loved” by the Creator of the

Universe” and sent out into the world to let others know through action and words of the possibility of

their own discovery of that truth by believing in and accepting the presence of Jesus Christ in their lives. 

As we take our first steps into this new year may be do so firmly centred in this reality - you are the

beloved of God.


