
 
The Church of St. John the Divine 

The Baptism of the Lord January 9, 2022 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

 

 

 
Zelenka, Dave. Baptism of Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56385 [retrieved January 7, 2022]. Original source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baptism-of-Christ.jpg. 

  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56385
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering, we 

have careful protocols in place for our limited gatherings on a Sunday – the plans are available 

to download on the Website, and for those unable to attend in person our services are also 

livestreamed there: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/  

  

We will continue to meet on Sundays at 10am for our Parish Eucharist and at 5:30 pm for 

a service of Evensong. Please check details on the website as to how to book for each service 

and the information needed to comply with Provincial requirements. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Reverend Stephanie Wood Verger: Chuck Neilson 

Greeters: Ann McLaren, Sherrie Allen Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Crucifer: Susanna Peterson Music: The Choristers of St. John the Divine 

Reader: Iris Elsdon              The MacRae Choral Scholars 

Gospel: The Reverend Dr. John Thatamanil              Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 

Sermon: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum              David Stratkaus, Director of Music 

Intercessor: Susan Bansgrove  Setting: Missa Secunda – Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)             

Safety Officer: Christine Scott 

 

 
 

The Gathering of the Community  

Prelude 

Welcome to all who are gathering in the church building and online. 

The Church Family Prayer 

 Loving God, 

 All:  you have called us to be your family  

and to celebrate our life together in worship.  

We pray now, for all members of our family  

as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online.  

Through your spirit keep us united in love.  

Bless each of us with your beloved friendship.  

Teach us, gracious God,  

how to be your church in these times.  

Help us to know that we are your people,  

that we are your Family, always.  

Amen. 
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Opening Hymn (CP 45) WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN 

 1. Down Galilee’s slow roadways,  

 a stranger traveled on  

from Nazareth to Jordan  

 to be baptized by John.  

He went down to the waters  

 with soldier, scribe, and slave,  

but there within the river  

 the sign was birth and grave. 

 2. Arising from the river,  

 he saw the heavens torn;  

it seemed the sky was open  

 to show the Spirit’s form.  

The holy dove descended;  

 he heard a glorious voice:  

“You are my own beloved— 

 my child, my heart, my choice.” 

 3. We too have found a roadway;  

 it led us to this place.  

We all have had to travel  

 in search of hope and grace.  

But now beside this water  

 again a voice is heard:  

“You are my own, my chosen,  

 beloved of your Lord.” 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993), alt. © 1991 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

Gathering 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

  Almighty God, 

 All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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Gloria (sung by the choir) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 

Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. 

Adoramus te. Glorificamus te. 

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. 

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. 

Domine Fili unigenite, Iesu Christe. 

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis. 

Qui tollis peccata mundi,  

suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 

 miserere nobis. 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. 

 Tu solus Dominus. 

Tu solus Altissimus, 

 Iesu Christe. 

Cum Sancto Spiritu,  

in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you who takes away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you who takes away the sin of the world: 

receive our prayer; 

you who are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

 Jesus Christ, 

 with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

  Heavenly Father,  

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

 All: Amen. Common Worship: Additional Collects (2002). 
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The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Isaiah 43:1-7 

But now thus says the Lord, 

   he who created you, O Jacob, 

   he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

   I have called you by name, you are mine.  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with  you; 

   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm  you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

   and the flame shall not consume you.  

For I am the Lord your God, 

   the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

   Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  

Because you are precious in my sight, 

   and honoured, and I love you, 

I give people in return for you, 

   nations in exchange for your life.  

Do not fear, for I am with you; 

   I will bring your offspring from the east, 

   and from the west I will gather you;  

I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, 

   and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away 

   and my daughters from the end of the earth—  

everyone who is called by my name, 

   whom I created for my glory, 

   whom I formed and made.’ 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm    29 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the beauty  

of holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders: the Lord is 

upon the mighty waters. 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars  

of Lebanon; 
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He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king  

for evermore. 

The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the 

blessings of peace.  

    

The Epistle Acts 8:14-17 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any 

of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter 

and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Alleluia. 

 All: Alleluia. 

 Cantor: A voice came from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son with whom I 

am well pleased.”         Matthew 3:17 

 All: Alleluia. 

God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and 

to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.’  
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Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 

and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 

in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

Following the sermon there will be a pause for silence.  

 

Affirmation of Faith  

We believe and trust in God the Creator. 

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, incarnate Word. 

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 

We believe and trust in the Three in One. 

 (from Creating Uncommon Worship by Richard Giles, altd.) 

 

Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a contactless sign of peace. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Hymn (CP 385)  ÜTTINGEN (WAS LIEBET) 

 1. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  

bow down before him, his glory proclaim;  

gold of obedience and incense of lowliness  

bring, and adore him: the Lord is his name! 

 2. Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness;  

high on his heart he will bear it for thee,  

comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,  

guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

 3. Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness  

of the poor wealth thou canst reckon as thine;  

truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness,  

these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

 4. These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,  

he will accept for the name that is dear,  

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,  

trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 

 5. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  

bow down before him, his glory proclaim;  

gold of obedience and incense of lowliness  

bring, and adore him: the Lord is his name! 

 Text: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875). 

  

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray:  

  God of life and freedom,  

we celebrate the revelation of Jesus  

as the Christ who makes all creation new.  

Accept all we offer you this day  

and make us new in him,  

who is Lord for ever and ever. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services 
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As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer II b (The Incarnation) 
  The Scottish Episcopal Church (amended) 
 

 

  Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.  

Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being,  

and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment.  

Day and night celebrate your glory, till time shall be no more. 

  In Christ, your only-begotten Son, you have revealed yourself to the world.  

By the guiding of a star, you made him known to the nations 

as the son of David and king of Israel; that in following him, 

we might be led from darkness and into marvellous light. 

  Filled with the Spirit,  

who descended upon your Son at his Baptism in the Jordan,  

we who are baptized strive for God’s reign, 

in whose radiance we are transfigured 

and the earth is transformed. 

  As children by your loving hand 

we offer you our praise, 

with angels and archangels 

and the whole company of heaven 

singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
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Sanctus and Benedictus (Sung by the choir) 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Benedictus qui venit  

in 11ominee Domini. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving God. 

In Jesus the Messiah you have come to us. 

Our hope, in whom you are well pleased. 

Having been shown to the world as your beloved Son, 

he proclaimed the good news of your coming.  

The blind received their sight, the lame walked,  

the lepers were cleansed, and the captives set free. 

At his word, water became wine, the hungry were filled with bread,  

and the dead were raised. 

  Before he was given up to suffering and death, 

and at supper with his disciples 

he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, 

and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat. 

This is my Body: it is broken for you.”  

  After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, 

and gave it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you. 

This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all,  

that sins may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  We recall his blessed passion and death,  

his glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and we look for the coming of God’s reign.  

Made one with God, we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves, 

a single, holy, living sacrifice. 

  Hear us, most merciful God, and send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon this bread and this wine,  

that, we may be kindled with the fire of your love  

and renewed for the service of your reign. 

  Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ’s Body  

to live and work to your praise and glory; 

may we grow together in unity and love 

until at last, in your new creation,  
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we enter into our heritage in the company of Mary,  

the apostles, and prophets, 

and of all peoples, living and departed. 

  Through Jesus Christ, with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you,  

God of all ages, world without end. 

 All  
 

The Disciple’s Prayer 
 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

 All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.   

 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

The deacon will have gluten-free wafers available to those who wish them. 

After receiving communion, please move to your right to go back to your seat. 
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Agnus Dei 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 
  

Anthem  OLD CORNISH CAROL 

1. Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 

I would my true love did so chance 

To see the legend of my place, 

To call my true love to my dance: 

  Refrain 

Sing, O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 

This have I done for my true love. 

2. Then was I born of a virgin pure, 

Of her I took fleshly substance; 

Thus was I knit t human nature, 

To call my true love to my dance: [Refrain] 

3. In a manger laid and wrapped I was,  

So very poor, this was my chance, 

Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 

To call my true love to my dance: [Refrain] 

  Music: Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987). 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

The Commissioning of the Community 

Prayer after Communion   

Please stand. 

  Gracious God, lover of all,  

by this sacrament you make us one family in Christ your Son,  

one in the sharing of his body and blood,  

one in the communion of his Spirit.  

Help us to grow in love for one another  

and come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ.  

We ask this in his name. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services   

  

  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 
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Closing Blessing (Chalking the Door) 

During Epiphany-tide (following 6th January or the Sunday nearest) family and friends may 

gather at the main entrances to homes/places of work/places of worship and ask God’s blessing 

on their dwellings and on all who live or visit there. 

 

  Peace be to this house of God and to all who enter here. 

 

 Deacon: A reading from Proverbs: 

  “By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;  

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” 

 

 Presider: Let us pray: 

  Gracious God, 

as a shining star once guided the magi 

to the birthplace of the infant Jesus, 

so enable those who meet here to be your light in the world; 

through Jesus Christ we pray. 

 All: Amen. 

 

  

Using chalk (hence, “Chalking the Door”), people are invited to inscribe the lintel of their 

home (the horizontal frame above the door) with the inscription shown below. The letters C M 

B come from the traditional (9th century) names for the “three sages” – Caspar, Melchior & 

Balthazar. Some also suggest “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which means “May Christ 

bless this dwelling!”  We will do the same to our Church door: 

  20 + C + M + B + 22 

 

Let us pray: 

  Sovereign God, we pray that you will bless this church and all who visit here with 

your gracious presence, that in this year ahead this may be a place where our 

community may come together, that your love may be our inspiration, your 

wisdom our guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through 

Jesus Christ we pray. 

 All: Amen. 

 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

  May the Lord watch over our going out and our coming in, 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

 All: Amen. 
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Blessing 

Dismissal 
 Deacon: Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God.  

 All: Thanks be to God.  

Final Hymn  KING’S LYNN 

 1. When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 

He did not come for pardon but as the Sinless One. 

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 

to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 

 2. He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 

for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 

So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 

the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 

 3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make; 

this very day invade us, and ev’ry bondage break. 

Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 

to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. 

    Text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) © 1980 Hope Publishing Company.  

  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 
 

 
    

   

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 

 

 

Flowers 

To the Glory of God, and in memory of Michael, loving and much-loved brother, from Lorraine 

and Andrew Gates. 
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Readings for January 16th – The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5 Those returned from exile in Babylon are told by the prophet their relationship 

with God is restored. 

Psalm 36:5-10 The steadfast love of God is permanent and dependable. 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 No one gift of the Spirit is greater than any other and all, signs of God's 

abundance, are for the common good.   

John 2:1-11 The abundance of good wine tells us that God's new age is beginning. 

 

 
The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Mark Cathy Heather  

 John Daryl Geoffrey 

 Anne Eric Charlotte 

 Pat Kat 

    

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Assistant Curate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil 

  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Honorary Assistant 
The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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