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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 

 In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly 
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus.  We 
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as 
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years.  Some of the songs we 
sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents might also 
have sung in their day.  And yet, amidst rituals and rites rooting us in a deep 
heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the modern world and we listen 
for God’s Spirit still speaking into our lives today.  We hope your heart will 
hear something personal and relevant this morning—a word of comfort, a 
spur to action, a call to a deeper relationship with God.   
 If you’re a newcomer among us, we’d love to hear from you and be able 
to keep in touch! There are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul 
and expand your spirit. Try one out. You never know—you just might be 
home! 

 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to today’s … 
 reader:  Sharlene Jonasson 
 digital ushers:  Terry Wright, Sarah Zezchuk 
 singers:   Christine Connal, Shelley Davies, Lilly Flather, Bev Siggs 
 

Acknowledgements: 
• Cover art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56385. Used by permission (CC BY-SA 3.0). 
• Call to Worship from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, Year C, vol. 1, ©2012 

Westminster John Knox Press. 
• Hymn – “Sing Glory to the Name of God”:  Words paraphrased from Psalm 29 by David Gambrell, 2009; ©2011 David 

Gambrell, admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.; all rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-606025.  Music from 
Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, alt.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906; public domain.  Reprinted from Glory to God: 
Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press. 

• Prayer of the Day from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, ©2002 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission 

• Mantra – “Come and Fill Our Hearts”:  Words from the Taizé Community, 1982.  Music by Jacques Berthier, 1982.  ©1982, 
1991, Les Presses de Taizé; admin GIA Publications, Inc; all rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-606025.  
Reprinted from More Voices, ©2007 The United Church of Canada. 

• Scripture introductions from Sundays and Seasons, Year C 2022, ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. 
• Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving from Book of Common Worship, ©2018 Westminster John Knox Press. 
• Benediction Response – refrain from “I Am the Light of the World”:  Words and music by Jim Strathdee, 1967; ©1969 Desert 

Flower Music.  All rights reserved; used under OneLicense.net #A-606025.  Reprinted from Voices United:  The Hymn and 
Worship Book of The United Church of Canada, ©1996 The United Church Publishing House. 

W 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56385


 

Page 3 
 

  

Baptism of Christ: The 1st Sunday after Epiphany 
“Baptism is an enactment of liberation, effected by water and the Spirit.  We are freed of 
our damaging debt to a Market mind-set, liberated from the tyranny of social location and 
inherited roles.  In place of constricting labels, the community announces us as beloved of 
God, and pronounces our name.” 

— Heather Murray Elkins, in Worshiping Women: Re-forming God’s People for Praise 
 

 

GATHERING  모임 
The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude  전주    Emma Rui-Xuan Shi 
 
Greeting  인사    Craig Perry, guest worship leader 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  예배 초 점화 
 
Call to Worship  예배로 부름  inspired by Psalm 29 and Luke 3:21-22 
 One: The voice of God resounds upon the water. 
 Many: The Spirit of the Lord hovers over the stream. 
 One: The Son of God is named, “Beloved.” 
 Many: And all who worship shout out, “Glory!” 
 One: Ascribe to the Lord majesty and strength. 
 Many: Let us worship God in holy splendour. 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Sing Glory to the Name of God” this bulletin, pg. 7 
 
* Prayer of the Day  오늘의 기도  
 Many: God of grace and glory, 

you call us with your voice of flame 
to be your people, faithful and courageous. 
As your beloved Son 
embraced his mission in the waters of baptism, 
inspire us with the fire of your Spirit 
to join in his transforming work. 
We ask this in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
* The Peace  평화의 인사 
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The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 Many: And also with you. 
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Words of Welcome & News from Our Life Together  교회소식 

 
WORD  말씀 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
The Early Word  어린이 설교  Sarah Zezchuk 
 
Mantra  찬송 — “Come and Fill our Hearts” More Voices #16 

 

 

 
(The mantra is repeated, ad libitum) 

  
First Reading  성경봉독 — Isaiah 43:1-7  

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home.  They 
need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them 
by name now redeems them from all their enemies.  God declares them precious 
and honoured, and God loves them. 

 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading  성서봉독 — Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah.  John the 
Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is 
coming.  And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God 
settles the matter:  Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

 

   after the reading: 
 One: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon  설교  
 

 a brief pause of quiet follows the sermon 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “I Have Called You by Your Name” More Voices #161 – vv. 1 & 4 

 
RESPONSE  응답 

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering 
 
Responding with our Gifts  봉헌  
 

Many ways to give!  We welcome your offering in the way that works 
for you:  by cash or cheque brought or sent to the church, through 
automatic monthly gifts via Pre-Authorized Remittance (contact the 
church office to enrol), by free eTransfer from your bank account (to 
cloverdalepastoralcharge@gmail.com), or by credit card via 
CanadaHelps.org (service fees apply).  Want to give right now but 
don’t have cash or cheque?  Scan the QR Code → to be taken to our 
CanadaHelps page. 
 

An Offering Thought: 
“Thus says the LORD: … Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1-7).  When we think of generosity, we remember 
that God was first generous to us, redeeming and claiming us as God’s own 
children. We do not fear to be generous because we are God’s, and we trust in the 
Almighty One. 

 

During the offertory music, those worshipping live via Zoom are welcome to submit prayer 
requests—thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns—in the Zoom “chat” feature. 

 
 OFFERTORY MUSIC   Emma Rui-Xuan Shi, piano 
 

 * PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  감사기도 
 Many: God of heaven and earth, 

you call us to come in humility before you, 
bringing the offering of our very selves. 
As you revealed Jesus to be your Son 
in his baptism at the hand of John, 
so you claimed our lives in baptism, 
that we might die to sin 
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and be raised with him to new life. 
Accept all we have and are, O God, 
in the service of Jesus Christ, 
and strengthen us with your Spirit’s power, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  회중기도와 주기도 
 Many: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING  파송 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
* Hymn  찬송 — “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing” Voices United #559 
 
* Charge and Benediction  파송과 축도 
 

 * RESPONSE  파송 찬양 — refrain from “I Am the Light of the World”  V.U. #87 

 

 

 
 
* Postlude  후주 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those 
who wish to connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee 
hour”! We look forward to connecting with you! 
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Sing Glory to the Name of God (Psalm 29) LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
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Life at Cloverdale United Church 
 
Special Election Meeting of the Cloverdale UCW: Sunday, January 9, following 
CUC Sunday morning worship.  Our congregation’s chapter of the United Church 
Women will be convening a special business meeting on Sunday, January 9, 2022, 
following Sunday morning worship, for the purposes of electing a new President 
and Vice-President.  Tina Thomlinson has offered to sit as President and Kim 
Forbes as Vice-President; the vote of the UCW membership is necessary, however, 
to make this official.   All United Church Women members are asked to be in 
attendance if possible. 
 The special meeting will take place via Zoom immediately following the 
worship service on Sunday; the worship service Zoom session will remain open, so 
worshippers wishing to participate in the meeting can simply "stay on the line" 
(recording and livestreaming to YouTube will be stopped following the postlude. 

New ELL classes begin the week of January 10th: We welcome both students 
and volunteers to join the next season of ELL classes, which is an opportunity to 
learn English and expand the relationship of the Christian community. 
– Group 1 - Daily Conversation: Mon. 9:30-11:30 & Sun. 9:30-10:20  
– Group 2 - English - Basic course: Tues. 9:20-11:20  
– Group 3 - Parenting Program - Mother wise, 'Wisdom':  Tues. 11:40-1:40 & Sun. 

9:00-9:55 
– Group 4 - English - Intermediate course: Fri. 9:30-11:30 & Sun. 9:30-10:20 
– Group 5 - Free talking: Sun. 9:00-9:55 
If you want to volunteer or if you have any questions, please contact the Intercultural 
Ministry Coordinator, Chohee Won (chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca).  
 For the time being, all ELL class activities will be held on Zoom.  Contact 
Chohee for Zoom connection details. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study resumes: Tuesdays, 10:00 am via Zoom 
(temporarily).   The Tuesday Morning Bible Study resumes this Tuesday, January 
11th, beginning at 10:00 am.  At the Tuesday Morning Bible Study, led most weeks 
by Rev. Matt, the group typically discusses the bible reading(s) featured in the 
coming Sunday’s worship service. All are welcome and invited; no previous 
knowledge or experience with Bible study required!  For the time being, the group 
will be meeting on Zoom.  Connect via Meeting # 209 243 632 and Password 
5745813 or by going to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209243632?pwd=RmZ0WXJzbzR3eTRhVTNkVE5yY2
VKdz09 

In-person Gatherings Suspended:  Due to the current COVID situation, in-
person gathering for worship services and all other activities is now 
suspended.  In alignment with policy agreed to by the Church Council in 
September 2021, we are planning to continue this suspension until the Average 
Daily Rate of new COVID cases (per 100,000 persons, 7-day rolling average) in the 
Fraser South health delivery area falls back below 15.  Although the situation 
remains unpredictable, based on trends observed in places where the omicron 
variant became prevalent first, we suspect this means that the suspension will last 

mailto:chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209243632?pwd=RmZ0WXJzbzR3eTRhVTNkVE5yY2VKdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/209243632?pwd=RmZ0WXJzbzR3eTRhVTNkVE5yY2VKdz09
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somewhere in the range of 4 to 8 weeks.  Please contact the church staff if you 
need assistance organizing a CUC-related meeting gathering using the church's 
Zoom account. 

Other news and notes 

Cloverdale-area Housing Sought:  A woman named Cheryl Rhodes, who has 
long ties to the Cloverdale area and who participated in the life of our 
congregation in a past era, lost her home in a fire in early December and is looking 
for rental housing in Cloverdale.   
 In describing herself, she writes "I’m a non-smoker, don’t drink, or use drugs. 
I’m quiet and have been good at self-isolating. I’ve been vaccinated against Covid 
and just waiting for an email for the booster shot. My dog is 15 years old, weighs 
80 pounds, sleeps a lot, is quiet and housebroken. She loves people, but she’s not 
too keen on small, yappy dogs when first meeting them. I always have her leashed 
when I take her outside and around other dogs. She’s also fully vaccinated." 
 If anyone has information on a possible rental housing solution that might work for 
Ms. Rhodes and her dog, feel free to contact her at 604-842-8253 
or appytails@telus.net. 

God’s Mission, Our Gifts 

A Better World – One Water Project at a Time:  According to 
UNICEF, more than half of the global population does not 
have access to safe sanitation and 2.2 billion people still 
lack access to safe drinking water. 

Today―Baptism of Jesus Sunday—is a good day to 
consider our relationship with water. 

How many Bible stories do you know have to do with 
water? Many of us have heard the story of Moses making 
water flow from rock and parting the Red Sea. We may 
remember stories about Jesus turning water into wine, 
walking on water, and calming it, too. So often, water is the 
focal point of God’s miracles and grace. It figures 
prominently because it’s necessary. 

Clean water is essential to life, and yet around the world people suffer for lack 
of it. 

The issues are complex. Climate change is altering weather and water 
patterns, causing shortages and droughts in some areas and floods in others. In 
some parts of the world, a growing population means rising demand and there 
isn’t enough water to go around. Water infrastructure problems sometimes mean 
people can’t access water even when it is available. There are racial and gender 
implications to accessing water, too. Did you know that, on average, women and 
children in the Global South walk nearly 6 kilometres to access water and carry 
nearly 19 liters of water every day? 

mailto:appytails@telus.net
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Through Mission & Service you help provide solutions to water issues 
worldwide. 

Your generosity supports irrigation projects and provides accessibility to 
water. Your gifts help construct bore holes, wells, and rain catchment tanks, 
which in turn address food security and sanitation issues in communities. During 
crises, your gifts help deliver drinking water where it’s needed most. In the midst 
of the global pandemic, your support is helping to construct sanitation stations 
and share life-saving hygiene communications through flyers and radio 
programs. 

Thank you for your generosity! Together, we can build a better world. One 
water project at a time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Interim Children & Youth Leader Sarah Zezchuk – sarah@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland (on maternity leave) 
 Office Administrator Olivia Lansang – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 

https://united-church.ca/donate

