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We are returning today to the Gospel of Mark, so if you’ve got a Bible handy go ahead 
and grab it and open to Mark 13.  And as you are turning there I just want to bring you 
up to speed on where we are in the story because it’s been a month since we’ve been 
here. 
 
So Mark has 16 chapters which means we are close to the end.  In fact it’s Holy Week – 
it’s the week of Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 
So in chapter 11 Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey – that’s Palm Sunday.  On 
Monday He drives the money changers out of the temple and on Tuesday He spends 
the day teaching.  And it’s Tuesday night as we get to chapter 13.   
 
And here Jesus starts by telling His disciples that Jerusalem and the temple are going 
to be destroyed.  “Not one of these stones will be left on another.”  And the disciples ask 
“Lord, when are these things going to happen?”  And we enter a section of text that is 
really tricky and actually goes together with our text today.   
 
So Jesus talks about two things in this chapter; He talks about how the temple will be 
destroyed, and then He talks about His second coming.  And while there are at least 
2000 years separating these events there is cross-over between them in Jesus’ words – 
and that’s going to be significant today. 
 
So, wherever you are, would you please stand with me as we come before God’s word.  
Hear now the word of the Lord – Mark 13 starting in verse 24. 
 
[Read Mark 13:24-37] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.  
 
It’s another doosey.  The sun isn’t going to shine the stars are going to fall and the Son 
of Man is coming in the clouds.  Have you ever wondered what do we do with this kind 
of stuff?  Is it for real?  Does it have anything to do with our daily life?  And is it even 
good news?  If you have that’s where we are going today.1   
 
So first, is this text for real?   
 
Here’s what I mean.  Nobody has any trouble with Jesus’ first coming.  Everyone loves 
it – even Hallmark loves it.  The quaint manger filled with a divine package of peace on 
earth is pretty palatable to 21st century North America.   

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/watching-for-the-son-am-5475/ (Accessed 
January 6, 2022) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/watching-for-the-son-am-5475/
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But Jesus’ second coming is a little hard to swallow.  Stars falling, earthquakes, Jesus 
in the air, Judgment Day.  Doesn’t all this seem like a bit too much? 
… 
Actually people both inside and outside the church have wondered this and looked for 
other ways to read what Jesus says here.  
 
So some people have thought maybe Jesus was just wrong about this whole second 
coming thing.  I mean in verse 30 He says: 

I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene before all these things 

take place. (Mark 13:30) 
 
Now it’s been 2000 years.  So as awesome as Jesus was, maybe He was just wrong 
about this. 
… 
Other people have thought, no, Jesus wasn’t wrong.  It’s just that what He says here 
isn’t supposed to be taken literally.  So when Jesus says He is coming back within a 
generation what He means is His Spirit is coming back, and His followers are going to 
be filled with a sense that He has returned. 
… 
Well I don’t buy either of these ideas, and here’s why: the whole verse 30 problem can 
be solved by simply realizing the cross-over between the two topics in this chapter.   
 
So the chapter starts with this prophecy about the destruction of the temple and in verse 
4 the disciples ask “When will this happen?”  And Jesus starts giving an answer – and 
the whole chapter is the answer.  But it’s got two parts and it’s not always clear where 
one part ends and the other begins.  But what we do know is that in 70AD – well within 
the disciples’ lifetimes – Rome sacked Jerusalem and tore every stone of the temple 
down – not one was left on another.  Jesus was right. 
 
And then as far as the whole figurative reading goes that’s problematic too.  But it’s not 
because there aren’t figurative sections in the Bible.  So in Revelation 13 there is a 
woman who is clothed in the sun and has a baby.  And just as she’s giving birth a 
dragon with seven heads tries to consume the child.  But nobody – even the most literal 
readers of the Bible – think there is an actual dragon.  It’s imagery of when Jesus was 
born. 
 
Or it’s like when Solomon describes the beauty of his bride no one thinks she actually 
has cheeks of pomegranate or the tower of Lebanon as a nose.  It’s metaphor.  And 
presumably metaphor that she was happy about – though I’ve never used these lines 
on Nikki. 
 
But here’s the point, if we are going to read the Bible literally, which we should do, we 
need to understand that different genres of literature get read differently. 
… 
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Now that’s all fine.  But the problem with trying to make what Jesus says here figurative 
is that He isn’t telling stories in this passage.  He says: 

Everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory. 

(Mark 13:26) 
 
That’s historic language – that’s the genre.  It’s the way you describe physical or visible 
things.  Jesus says this is actually going to happen. 
 
And this isn’t the only passage where we get this.  In fact Jesus’ return is mentioned 
over 300 times in the New Testament which works out to one in every thirteen verses.    
So the physical return of Jesus is a central conviction of Christianity.  There is no faith 
without the second coming.  So this is for real.  Jesus is coming back.   
… 
But that leads us to the second question which is “Does this matter?”  I mean sure, I 
believe Jesus is coming back, but if it happens some day in the distant future how does 
this possibly have any impact on my life today?  Have you wondered that, or lived like 
that? 
… 
Well the answer, of course, is Jesus’ return should affect our daily lives.  But here we 
find ourselves in a unique situation as wealthy and comfortable Canadians.  So in verse 
26 we get a picture of the return of Christ.  It says: 

Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and 

glory. (Mark 13:26) 
 
And there is some really important wording here.  So sometimes the picture gets 
painted of Jesus returning to earth by descending through the clouds as though He 
were coming from heaven up in the sky.  But that’s not actually what this says.  The text 
says Jesus is coming on the clouds.  Or some other translations say with the clouds. 
 
And the reason this is significant is that the same thing happens several other times in 
scripture.  And it happens when God’s physical presence enters our human experience. 
 
So back in the beginning God made a garden paradise for humanity.  And the reason it 
was paradise was because God was there.  Wherever God is present everything is 
beautiful and glorious.  And there is no room for disease or evil or death.  And that’s the 
definition of paradise.   
 
But then paradise came to an end when Adam and Eve decided to kick God out of their 
lives.  They wanted to be their own gods.  They wanted to be the lords of their own 
lives.  And God let them do it; the presence of God withdrew.  And the result was the 
end of paradise and the introduction of poverty and disease and evil and ultimately 
death. 
… 
But God didn’t go away.  And so throughout scripture we see Him keep reaching out 
and showing up.  And when He does we get snapshots of paradise in the midst of the 
broken.  And there is a sign that accompanies this paradise. 
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So in Exodus when God defeats Pharaoh and leads His people out of slavery and into 
the Promised Land – that’s a snapshot of paradise – they see that it is Him doing this 
because He is physically there in a pillar of cloud. 
 
Or when Moses goes up on the mountain and receives the 10 Commandments there is 
a thick cloud that covers the mountain.  And God tells His people how to live in a way 
that will result in abundant life – that’s a snapshot of paradise. 
 
Or when Solomon builds the temple and makes a space at the center of Israelite culture 
for God to be with His people a cloud descends and fills the space.  And the people are 
overcome by the glory of the Lord and peace fills the land – that’s a picture of paradise.   
 
And when Jesus gets transfigured before His disciples God comes down in a cloud and 
says “This is My Son whom I love.”   
 
You see every time God shows up He brings a bit of paradise with Him: there is power 
for deliverance, there is provision for peace, there is love to affirm identity.  And we get 
this paradise because God is present clothed in a cloud of glory. 
 
And so here in verse 26 when Jesus returns it is on or with a cloud of glory.  And He’s 
coming to the earth to make the whole world a paradise like it was designed to be in the 
beginning.  So at the end of Revelation it says: 

Look, God’s home is now among His people! He will live with them, and they will be His 

people. God Himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there 

will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. (Revelation 21:3-4)  
 
Now that’s awesome, but there is something funny that happens when comfortable, rich 
kids like us read passages like this.  And it’s different than what happens to everyone 
else in the world.  And we read it wrong.   
 
You see we think of suffering in terms of medical lockdowns and the inability to do the 
things we wish we could.  But from a global perspective this really isn’t suffering at all.   
… 
So did you know if you look at the last 3400 years of history 3132 of them have been full 
of war.  Or did you know there are 40 million slaves in the world today – 10 million of 
them are children.  Did you know the bottom 50% of humanity owns only 1% of the 
world’s wealth and lives on $300 a month?  9% of humanity goes to bed hungry every 
day.  And as many as 1 in 3 people globally have insufficient access to clean water.   
 
Friends, I can’t get my head around that.  The world is so broken and yet we are so 
comfortable.  We are so pampered.  But this isn’t a blessing.  
 
You see when we don’t long for Jesus’ return there’s a good chance it’s because we 
think we don’t need it.  But this lack of desire doesn’t make us rich, it actually makes us 
poor.  Jesus’ says: 
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The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long 

trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they were 

to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. You, too, must keep watch!... 

Be on guard!  Stay alert!” (Mark 13:34-35;33) 
 
He says this because it’s the people who do that win.  But often when we hear Jesus’ 
words they fall on eyes blinded by ease and ears made deaf by comfort – this is me.  
And friends, it’s not a blessing.  We need to hunger for Jesus’ return because it is the 
only hope for paradise our broken world has. 
 
You see paradise isn’t comfort and ease it’s the presence of God.  Paradise is the end 
of injustice, evil, corruption and violence.  It means the end of disease and sickness and 
death.  And Jesus is returning in cloud to earth.  So the whole world will be restored.  
Oh how much more beautiful that will be than the fat world of complacency we’ve 
surrounded ourselves with.  Do you see that? 
 
Friends, Jesus’ return matters.  And it is setting our minds on this that acts as an 
antidote to the poison of ease people like us drink every day.  So keep watch. 
… 
But Jesus’ return also matters because it changes the way we live with each other right 
now.  So in verse 22 Jesus says: 

However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the 

angels in heaven or the Son Himself. Only the Father knows. And since you don’t know 

when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! (Mark 13:32-33) 
 
Here Jesus gives us two things about His return that we can know for sure.  The first 
one is that He is coming back soon, and the second is that there is no way for us to 
know exactly when that will happen.  
 
Now evangelicals like us have a hard time with this – I’m not really sure why.  But just 
this week I was talking to a friend who told me “My dad says Jesus is coming back this 
year, or within the decade for sure.”  Somehow we have taken the command to stay 
alert to mean “figure out when this is going to happen.”  But these are not the same.  
Jesus says “I don’t know when this is going to happen – and if Jesus doesn’t know you 
aren’t going to figure it out!  
 
So Jesus says “be ready”, not “figure out when.”  And these are totally different pursuits 
that result in totally different lives. 
 
So a person passionate about figuring out when Jesus will return is going to dedicate 
themselves to studying the signs and doing the math.  They need to know exactly when 
the time, times and half a time begins that Daniel 9 talks about.  And so they spend their 
life fixated on how many earthquakes are occurring and which armies are amassing.  
Now all that might be very interesting but it has nothing to do with being ready.   
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To be ready - Jesus style - means to live your life in a holy way so that if He returns 
today you will hear His well done.  There is no text in the Bible where Jesus says “And 
the Son couldn’t figure out when it would happen, but there was a remnant in 2021 who 
did the math right and to them God said “Well Done.”  That’s not the verse! 
… 
In Matthew’s parallel account to our text today Jesus tells a story about the sheep and 
the goats and He outlines here exactly what living ready means.  And He says: 

‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 

the creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you fed Me. I was thirsty, and you gave 

Me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited Me into your home. I was naked, and you 

gave Me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for Me. I was in prison, and you visited Me.’ 

(Matthew 25:34-36) 
  
It’s people who love Jesus by seeking to look like Him who are ready for His return. 
  
So if you love Jesus fill today with generosity and forgiveness and acceptance.  Pour 
these things out on the people around you.  And fill your conversation with talk of Christ 
to draw them towards abundant life.  Live like it matters because Your Master is coming 
back and you want to win His favor.  This is how we stand guard. 
… 
So Jesus’ second coming is for real, and it makes a difference.  It will bring paradise to 
a world that desperately needs it and it empowers us to live in abundant life right now.  
But there is one more place we need to go.  We need to know if Jesus’ return is really 
good news – and it’s not as simple as it might sound. 
 
You see it’s pretty narrow minded to think God’s coming judgment will right all the 
wrongs in the world without thinking any of this judgment will come against us.  So in 
Psalm 130 the Psalmist asks: 

LORD, if you kept a record of our sins, 

    who, O Lord, could ever survive? (Psalm 130:3) 
… 
Jesus is returning soon and we need to consider how this will play out for us.  So Tim 
Keller tells a story about an imaginary scenario on Judgment Day – this isn’t in the 
Bible.  He says “Imagine God put an invisible tape recorder around everyone’s neck.  
And the only time it turned on was when we told other people what they should do.   
 
And then on Judgment Day we were all standing there before the throne and God says 
“I’m going to be very fair – you have no idea how fair I’m going to be.  I’m just going to 
judge you based on your own standards.  I’m not going to use the 10 Commandments.  
I’m not going to use the Golden Rule.  I’m just going to use your own words.” 
 
And then God comes up to you and retrieves the tape recorder from around your neck.  
And you say 
 “I didn’t know that was there.” 
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“Of course you didn’t.  It was invisible.  Let’s just play it and see if you live up to 
your own standards.”   

 
What do you think would happen?  Keller says “even if God handed out judgment like 
that there isn’t a person alive who could stand.” 
 
So how much less are we going to survive on Judgment Day?  How will we stand when 
God pulls out His perfect standards to measure the world by?  How far will I fall short? 
… 
Friends, this text would be bad news except that there is a striking parallel here that we 
must not miss. 
… 

So it’s Tuesday night of Holy Week when Jesus says “The sun will be darkened, the moon 

will give no light.  Stars will fall from the sky, and everything will shake.  Then the Son of Man 

will come on the clouds with power and glory.” 

 

But four days later Jesus was raised up in His moment of glory – not in clouds but on 
the cross.  This was the moment He won the victory.  But there was darkness over the 
whole land and an earthquake.  The rocks split.  And the Gospel of John tells us all this 
happened when Jesus was glorified. 
 
And He cried out “My God, My God why have You forsaken Me?”  Doesn’t that sound 
like Judgment Day?  It was!  But the judgment fell on Jesus. 
 
You see some day soon Jesus will return, and when He does He will flood the world 
with the light of His glory.  There will be healing and restoration and renewal for those 
who trust Him.  And the reason this will happen is because on the cross Jesus bore the 
judgment each of us deserve.   
 
The first time Jesus came He didn’t come to bring the judgment of God; He came to 
take it.  He took all the darkness and pain and suffering and evil the world owned and 
He consumed it in His death.  He lived our life and died our death so that the second 
time He comes we can have light and love.  This is the good news of the gospel. 
 
So two things in closing.  First, be alert and get ready.  Not by figuring out when Jesus 
is going to return but by trusting Him for your salvation.  If you haven’t done this then do 
it now.  Just tell Him that instead of being your own god and ruling your own life like 
Adam and Eve tried to do, you want Jesus to be your God.  If you do this His promise is 
that He has a return to paradise for you – abundant life that starts now and lasts forever.  
This is how we can have confidence on Judgment Day.  So trust Jesus. 
 
And second, don’t just get ready – stay ready.  Live today for His glory by extending 
forgiveness and grace and love to the people He has surrounded you with.  Do this 
knowing that any day He could return, and when He does it is those who are seeking to 
live like because they love Him who will hear His well done. 


