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So question for you:  Are you one of those “we listen to Christmas music whenever we 
want.  And it’s July and we don’t care” kind of people?  Or are you one of the “Christmas 
music isn’t legal until the tree is up” kind of people?  To be honest I’m probably closer to 
the later, those other people seem a touch crazy to me.   
 
So at our house the Christmas season starts around the first week of Advent with our 
family driving down the Blackwater Road to pillage a tree from the ditch.  And so that 
means we all load up in our snow gear or our rain gear as it might be this year, and 
head out with the dog and an axe.  And there’s nothing quite like giving three boys an 
axe and saying “go chop something.”  It’s an experiment in human nature.  And 
nobody’s died yet. 
.. 
And when we get back we set up the lights, which means Nikki tells me and the kids 
where to hang the lights and we obey.  And pretty quick the halls are decked, our 
electric bill is climbing and you can feel the excitement in the air.  Christmas is coming. 
 
But while I enjoy Christmas, I’m not a huge fan of how commercial it has become, and 
as such I really am more of an Advent guy.  And I think this year is an Advent year more 
than ever.  I mean we’re coming up on two years of COVID, and it still feels like there is 
going to be more waiting rather than less.  
 
And Advent is about waiting.  It’s about remember when God’s people were waiting for 
Him to send His Messiah the first time. And now it’s about looking forward to the day He 
will return and fulfill all the promises He has made to restore creation to the way it was 
designed to be.  And Jesus followers long for that day.  And it seems easier than usual 
to look forward to that day at the end of 2021. 
 
So in light of that I want to turn our attention to Advent and this week to what has been 
the backbone of the church since the very beginning.  And that is our unwavering hope 
that transcends the circumstances we find ourselves in.   
 
So if you’ve got a Bible handy please open it up to Hebrews chapter 10.  We are going 
to pick it up in verse 19 today.  And would you stand as we come to God’s word.  Hear 
now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Hebrews 10:19-23] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
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Now this is an incredible passage just dripping with confidence and assurance that’s 
built on the hope, which verse 23 says, is in Him who is faithful. 
 
And we are going to go there today, but I want to start by contrasting the hope we need 
with the hopes we often look to.  And I want to do this because the other places we put 
our hope end up stealing our joy.  And the result is the very opposite of everything 
Advent is supposed to lead us to.1 
 
So look at the words that we get in this passage.  They are packed with joy: “We have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place.”  “Let us draw near with a sincere heart and 
with full assurance.”  “Hold unswervingly to the hope we profess.”  If you’re living this 
you’re living in untouchable joy.  And so the question is are you there?  Do you have 
untouchable joy as we head into the darkest part of the year at the end of 2021? 
… 
Now I’m not talking about happiness because happiness is weak and fleeting.  On 
Friday this week I woke up to the stock market crashing and news of another COVID 
variant.  And immediately I went from happy to grumpy. 
 
Now maybe you don’t care about the stock market, but here’s the thing, there isn’t a 
person here who couldn’t be put on the floor with a single phone call.  It doesn’t matter 
how much protein powder you’ve consumed, if you get a call about the unexpected 
death of someone you love it will lay you out.  Happiness can disappear in a second. 
 
But joy is different.  Joy isn’t attached to our circumstances, it’s attached to our victory in 
Jesus.  So just think of Paul and Silas getting severely flogged and thrown in prison.2  
That’s a bad day.  But at midnight they are singing and rejoicing, not because they are 
happy but because they are full of joy.  Happiness is attached to our circumstances, but 
joy comes from somewhere else. 
 
And that’s what we need right now.  It’s so easy to lose hope at the end of 2021.  I know 
lots of people right now who are struggling with terrible things.  People are sick.  Loved 
ones have died.  Relationships are broken.  And now everything is up in the air again as 
we are looking at another Christmas in lockdown.  It’s easy to lose hope.  So we need 
the untouchable, invulnerable joy of Jesus to fill us like never before.   
 
And guess what, Jesus wants that for you this Christmas.  Do you believe that?  He’s 
got good things planned.  He wants you to win.  Now there is an enemy who has 
another plan.  He loves to steal, kill and destroy.  And there are all sorts of traps that get 
thrown at us.  And even Jesus followers can get sucked in. 
 
 
 

 
1 Outline adapted from Matt Chandler https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-advent-of-
hope/#audio (Accessed November 25, 2021) 
2 Acts 16 
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And so I want to talk about four places – they are idols really – that we can mistakenly 
look to for happiness.  And Tim Keller says an idol is anything that “promises us safety, 
peace and happiness if only we base our lives on them.”3  But when we put our hope in 
these things they always leave us with less.   
… 
So the first idol Canadians are seduced by is comfort.  This is so prevalent in our part of 
the world.  We live in the land of drive throughs and delivery where everything is 
accessible right now or your money back.   
 
And everything is designed with your comfort in mind.  And so when you sit in the drive 
through at Starbucks for more than five minutes you start to feel your blood boiling 
because it feels like injustice.  And the reason that sets us off is that we live in a comfort 
culture.  We expect life to be easy. 
 
And there’s nothing wrong with delivery or drive through, but there is something 
seductive about it.  And that is that we can easily fall into building our lives around 
comfort.   
 
We just start making decisions about what we will do or where we will go by what 
makes us comfortable.  And if it doesn’t increase our comfort then we don’t do it.  Our 
comfort can very quickly become the highest virtue in our lives. 
 
But the reality is nobody can escape discomfort forever.  I mean it’s part of being 
human.  Someone once said “You either get dealt a bad hand and suffer and die young, 
or you live a long and healthy life and win the privilege of watching all the people you 
love suffer and die.”  Those are the options. 
 
And so if you’ve built your life on being comfortable then when trouble strikes you strike 
out.  You’re driving down the highway and someone cuts you off and it’s not that they 
didn’t see you, it’s that they need to die.  Have you ever seen that guy or been that guy? 
 
And when we lash out it’s usually the ones we love who bear the brunt of it.  So it’s your 
fault I’m not comfortable.  It’s my wife’s fault I’m not happy.  It’s my kids’ fault. 
… 
If you put your hope in comfort to bring you happiness you will come up short.   
… 
A second idol Canadians are seduced by is the approval of others.  So if I can just 
perform good enough then people will like me and accept me.  And if people like me 
then I’ll be a worthwhile person.   
 
But when you look for the approval of others you end up enslaved to people you often 
times don’t even like.  And you are always second guessing yourself – did I do enough, 
or did I do too much?  I wonder if they are offended.  I wonder if they think I’m good. 
 

 
3 Tim Keller “Counterfeit Gods: The empty promises of money, sex and power , and the only hope that matters.” 
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If you put your hope in the approval of others it will steal your joy.  You might have 
fleeting moments of happiness, but you will miss out on joy.   
 
Now hear this: this even happens when you look for approval from good people.  Even if 
that person is your spouse.  
… 
So the person I love most in the world is Nikki.  And so it’s easy for me to make her and 
her approval an idol in my life.  But here’s the facts: one day one of us will look at the 
other in a casket.  And on that day if Nikki was the cornerstone of my joy then I will be 
destroyed.  Who will help me get through my suffering? 
 
So it’s not that I need to love her less, it’s that I need to love something else more.  Nikki 
makes an awesome wife but a pathetic god.  That’s the danger of the idol of approval. 
… 
A third idol that tempts us is control.  We put our hope for happiness in our ability to 
control our circumstances and the people around us.  And if I’m in control then I’m good. 
… 
So I grew up driving gravel roads and I’m comfortable on them.  And that can lead me to 
drive a little faster than some of the other people who aren’t in control would like. 
 
And I will confess there have been more than one occasion where we have been driving 
out to our family cabin and I look over and see my wife holding on to the ‘O-Nelly 
handle’ and praying in tongues – at least I think she’s praying in tongues.  And sure the 
minivan is drifting a bit, but I’ve got it.  I’m in control.  And I say “be calm lady.”  Is there 
anyone else who sees things like I do, or am I the only one? 
… 
And people who love control try to control everything.  So if I can just control my 
finances and save enough for retirement then I will be okay.  Or if I can just get my kids 
to act like cherubs instead of hooligans when I take them to Superstore then I will be 
okay.  Or if I can just control my spouse and make her see things my way then I will be 
okay.  It’s easy to build our lives around being in control except that we are never 
actually in control. 
 
Sure you can be “in control” when the stock market is climbing and your job is secure 
and your health is good and your relationships are happy.  But the reality is there are a 
million factors that we don’t control.  And at any moment any one of them can go 
sideways.  And so if you’ve put your hope in control your life will unravel.  Comfort.  
Approval.  Control. 
… 
A fourth idol that is particularly seductive to people like us is power.  Maybe you just 
want success and influence.  You want to be on the top.  And it’s being at the top that 
makes you worthwhile.  So I’m never going to fail.  I’m never going to fall.  But everyone 
fails.   
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I mean have you ever failed in a relationship?  You let someone down.  You promised 
something and then you didn’t deliver?  If you’ve never done this it’s because you’ve 
never had a relationship. 
 
Or how about business?  Have you ever started something and it didn’t go?  Or have 
you ever failed in academics.  Like you thought you were smarter than it turns out you 
actually are?   
 
Everyone fails.  And so if being a success is where you put your hope then sooner or 
later you are going to let yourself down.  And when it happens your god will have let you 
down and you will have nothing. 
 
So here’s the thing, comfort and approval and control and success are all good things.  
There’s nothing wrong with sipping an expensive latte as you sit on your front porch.  
There’s nothing wrong with being embraced and affirmed by the people around you.  
There’s nothing wrong with having the ability to control things in your life.  There’s 
nothing wrong with succeeding.  But when these things become the place where you 
put your hope then sooner or later your god is going to let you down because none of 
these things have the capacity to act as the cornerstone of your life.   
 
It just doesn’t matter how many yogurt and spinach smoothies you drink, sooner or later 
the dark corners of life will come knocking.  And when they do, if you’ve placed your 
hope for happiness in any of these idols you will be in the deep end struggling to keep 
your head above water.  And your joy will be affected.   
… 
But here’s the good news of Advent – 2000 years ago YHWH put on skin and entered 
our world so we could put our hope in something strong enough to be the cornerstone 
of our lives.  And this is where Hebrews 10 comes in. 
… 
There are two things I want to draw out of this text for us today.  First, notice how “for 
you” God is in this passage.  If you are a Jesus follower then God has covered you with 
Jesus’ blood in a way that gives you confidence to enter the Most Holy Place.  No 
matter who you are or what you’ve done you can enter with a sincere heart full of 
assurance.  He cleanses us from a guilty conscience.   
 
Now think about this, God knows who you are.  You haven’t tricked Him.  You haven’t 
pulled a fast one.  He knows your thoughts.  He knows where you fail.  He knows the 
sin you hide in the background.  He knows where you are ashamed.  He knows you.  
And yet, if you’ve been covered by the blood of Jesus, then He accepts you into His 
presence. 
 
In fact you aren’t just accepted, it’s your right.  God couldn’t refuse you entrance any 
more than He could refuse the blood of Jesus.  That’s why we can have confidence to 
come before God.   
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And here’s why this is such a big deal – this is what we were created for.  In the 
beginning God made us with the ability to relate to Him and He gave us the job.  That’s 
why you exist. 
 
And then when sin broke that relationship, God planned, right from the beginning, to win 
you back.  He wants the relationship with you that you were created for.  He wants it so 
bad that He went to the cross to get it.  So a little later in Hebrews it says: 

Let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our 

eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the 

joy awaiting Him, He endured the cross, disregarding its shame. (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 
The joy awaiting the Champion was the recreation and restoration of His masterpiece - 
us.  We were created for a God-glorifying relationship.  This is what we were designed 
to hope in.  And because we were built for this it is the only place where we will find the 
joy we are looking for.  Only God can satisfy. 
… 
A few months back our family got COVID and my wife lost her sense of taste for a while.  
And during this time food lost its appeal.  I remember her biting into a special meal she 
had prepared and saying “wow, it tastes like thick and crunchy.” 
 
And in a moment like that you realize how much the happiness in life is attached to 
things like the first sip of coffee in the morning, or a rich glass of shiraz, or a New York 
steak cooked rare.  Taste is a gift of God.  But the Psalmist says we were created to 
taste and see that God is good.   
 
We weren’t created for the things of this world.  We were created for the Creator of the 
world.  And the Creator has made it possible for us to enjoy Him.  And it’s a relationship;  
a two-way thing.  We can actually approach the God of the universe with confidence 
knowing that He’s accepted us.  And that’s where He wants you to place your hope this 
Christmas.  You were created for Him. 
… 
Here’s the second thing: our confidence that we can have this relationship isn’t 
dependent on our performance, it’s dependant on His faithfulness.  Verse 23 says: 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 

(Hebrews 10:23) 
 
Listen the Bible is full of women and men who were pathetic – I’m talking guys like 
Abraham and Moses and David.  It’s hilarious, we call these guys the ‘heroes of our 
faith’, but there’s only one Hero in our faith.  It’s Jesus.  He’s the champion who initiates 
and perfects our faith.   
 
The rest of these guys were cheating, murdering, adulterers who took two steps forward 
and then dropped the ball.  And they did this after watching God take split the sea or 
provide mana in the desert or defeat giants.   
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And here’s my point, you’re not a bigger sinner than these guys.  You haven’t out 
sinned the grace of God.  Sure you’ve messed up and fallen short; you’ve been 
faithless.  But our hope isn’t in our faithfulness, our hope is in His faithfulness.   
 
And He’s so faithful!  He’s so big that when He deals with the worst of your sin it’s by 
sprinkling His blood on your heart.  He doesn’t need a power washer to deal with you.  
He can just sprinkle.   
 
And that’s the place to put your hope this Advent.  Push all your chips in right there.  It’s 
about God’s faithfulness not ours. 
… 
So how do we do this?  How do we live in the hope we were created for and trust in 
God’s faithfulness?  How do we do this when everything is hitting the fan around us?  
Are you there? 
… 
Hebrews answer is simple, but it’s not easy.  It takes an intentional step.  Hebrews says  

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 

Place by the blood of Jesus… let us draw near to God… Let us hold unswervingly to the 

hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:19-23) 
 
We’ve got confidence because He’s faithful but then we have a choice.  And the choice 
is will we draw near and hold unswervingly to the hope we profess?  Friends, if your 
idols are letting you down; if life is falling apart; if everything is tasteless it could be 
because your hope for joy has been misplaced.  This happens to us. 
 
So press into Jesus this Advent.  Make the decision that in the darkest point of the year 
you are going to look to the only source of light capable of illumination.  No idol can 
save you or even cares about your good.  Only God is faithful.  Only Jesus is the 
champion.  Only the Saviour has the power to sprinkle a heart like yours and change its 
nature so much that it can confidently enter the Most Holy Place. 
 
And it's not because we deserve it, it’s because He’s faithful.  Put your hope there and 
put it into practice this Advent.  Draw near. 
 


