
Morning Prayer, Sunday, Jan 9, 2022 
Feast of the Epiphany Observed 
 
Celebrant  
Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, "I dwell in the high 
and holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite."    Isaiah 57:15  
 
Opening Music:  

  
Let us confess our sins to God.  
  
The Confession        Enriching our Worship 1  
  
Minister and People: God of all mercy,  we 
confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives.   
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil 
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love  and serve only your will. Amen.   
  
The Absolution    
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  
  
Officiant & People:   
Lord, open our lips, and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  
  
Venite   Psalm 95:1-7    Enriching our Worship 1  p.21  
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *   

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.   
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *   

and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; * 

you are great above all gods.   
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are yours also.   
The sea is yours, for you made it, * 



and your hands have molded the dry land.   
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.   
For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture  
and the sheep of your hand. *   

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  
  
Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be forever. Amen.  
  
Isaiah 60:1-6  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you.  

Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you;  

your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.  

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
all those from Sheba shall come.  

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

  
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 



4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

 
Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be forever. Amen.  
  
Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by 
the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN:  
 



Matthew 2:1-12  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
  
The Sermon  
 
The Apostles Creed       BCP p . 358  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator 

of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born 
of the Virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and 
was buried;  he descended to the dead.  On the third day 
he rose again;  he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father,  and he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy 
catholic Church,  the 
communion of saints,  the 
forgiveness of sins,  the 
resurrection of the body,  and 
the life everlasting. Amen.  

  
 
 

    



Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,      
   thy kingdom come,       
   thy will be done,           
on earth as it is in heaven.  

      

Give us this day our daily bread.    
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

            

  who trespass against us.            
And lead us not into temptation,    
 but deliver us from evil.         
For thine is the kingdom,      
 and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.    

,  

  
Prayers of the People Form IV    BCP p. 388  
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
  
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  
Silence  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.  
Silence  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
the service of others and to your honor and glory.  
Silence   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us.  
Silence  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray today for all on St. Mark’s 
Prayer list and Trinity Chapel’s Prayer list.  
Silence – The people are invited to add their own petitions 
 



Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.   
Silence  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Collect of the Day      
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, 
who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
  
A Collect for Mission      BCP p. 100  
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the  earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those  who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people  everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
A Prayer for our Times  
O God, our times are in your hand.  In the midst of uncertainty lead us by your never-failing 
grace as we seek to be agents of healing and hope. Walk with us through difficult times; watch 
over us in danger; and give to us a spirit of love and compassion for those who suffer and mourn. 
And finally remind us that you have promised never to leave us so that even in the valley of the 
shadow of death your love may be felt, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.  
  

HYMN: 

The General Thanksgiving      BCP p. 101 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks  for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness  to us and to all 
whom you have made.  We bless you for our 
creation, preservation,   
and all the blessings of this life;  but 
above all for your immeasurable love   
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  for 
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, 
give us such an awareness of your mercies,  that with truly 
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,   



not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up ourselves to your service,  
and by walking before you   
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit,  be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.  
  
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102  
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
  
Let us Bless the Lord!  
  
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  Romans 15:13   

 
Thank you for joining us via YouTube for worship today. You are invited to join us daily at 9 
p.m. for Compline, a brief prayer service for the end of the day, where we entrust our cares and 
worries to God, via Facebook Live!  
  
If you would like to donate to St. Mark’s, you can do so using the link at  www.st-mark.org 
for online giving via Tithe.ly; for Trinity Chapel, the link for online giving via Tithe.ly can 
be found at trinitychapelcitycenter.org.  
  

  
Announcements  

  
Redeeming Dementia: A ChurchNext Course, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.  Using videos from ChurchNext, we’ll 
explore issues of theology and spirituality in the case dementia and discuss how we as a faith community 
respond to persons with dementia and their caregivers.  
 
Author Night. The Rev. Tim Schenck, author of “Holy Grounds: The Surprising Connection Between 
Coffee and Faith” will join us via Zoom for a lively Q&A about his book, his love of coffee, and what any 
of this has to do with church. All are welcome to join us: For those who may have missed our book club 
discussion in December, the book is available in e-book formats through Amazon and Barnes and Noble.  
 
Loaves & Fishes Soup Collection: Trinity continues to collect donations of hearty soups for the Loaves 
& Fishes food pantry. Collection basket can be found in the foyer.  
 



St. Mark’s Chocolate Festival Reimagined—We need your help! The St. Mark’s Chocolate Festival is 
back, but in a new format that will allow us to raise money for local food pantries in a safe way. The 
Chocolate Festival (Reimagined) will take place on Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., but we 
need to start our planning process NOW. Please join us for the next meeting of the planning committee on 
Monday, Jan. 17, at 7 p.m., on Zoom  
 

 
 

 


