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Christ our Morning Star 
that never sets, be with you.

And also in you.

The Greeting



Beloved of God, come, turn to Christ.
When Jesus was baptised in the Jordan
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
he knew he was beloved by God.
Let us know the warmth of God’s love today.

All: 
Loving God, we come to worship.
You have called each of us by name, we belong to you.
Pour out your Spirit on us, we pray,
that we may know your love and our beloved-ness today.
Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



Sentence

LA: The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in 
bodily form like a dove, and a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you 
I am well pleased.’ Luke 3:22



God of creation, the wilderness belongs to you,
and it is there you often call us to find you.
From the wastelands of our lives,
we seek you as did those who sought
John by the Jordan.
We bow our heads for cleansing and renewal,
joyfully submitting anew to the baptism of 
belonging to you.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



Lord, you enfold us before we know it.
You know us by name long before we hear 
your call.
We belonged to you from the first;
the welcome was always waiting.
In astonished joy, we realise that we are beloved,
and we turn from our ways to yours.
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration



Hymn

Come to the Water
https://youtu.be/9X0fBn8-SwY

Curated by Leonie

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/9X0fBn8-SwY&data=04|01|jamee.callard@anglicanchurchsq.org.au|88e05efbb8ea4d4f367a08d8f717d51a|e01ad06d365944099991d5c9c0063307|1|0|637531029027283930|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=|1000&sdata=UB459IfznRWInWU/0j8hKgHhglXl2GApml/ll61hJd4=&reserved=0


Lord Jesus,
forgive us for the times we forget we are loved by you 
and neglect our wellbeing.
Forgive us for the times we forget the love you bear for 
those around us, when we struggle to love them ourselves.
Forgive us for the times we forget to love you and act in 
ways that make you sad.
Help us to remember the story of your baptism,
may it remind us of your love for all of God's Children.
Amen.

Preparing for confession



Introduction to confession

Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light 
to the nations.

Silence may be kept.

Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing 
our sins in penitence and faith.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned 
against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to 
all who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in 
all goodness and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Collect prayer

Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus in the river 
Jordan
you proclaimed him your beloved Son,
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit:
grant that all who are baptised into his name
may keep the covenant they have made,
and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.



Kids’ Time



The 1st Reading is from the prophet Isaiah 43:1-7

1 But now thus says the Lord , he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.

Continued



4 Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you,
I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not 
withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end 
of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.’

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 29

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven:
ascribe to the Lord glory and might.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name:
O worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters:
the God of glory thunders,
the Lord upon the great waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation:
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar-trees:
the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes them skip like a calf:
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild 
ox.

Continued



7 The voice of the Lord divides the lightning-flash:
the voice of the Lord whirls the sands of the desert,
the Lord whirls the desert of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the Lord rends the terebinth trees,
and strips bare the forests:
in his temple all cry ‘Glory.’
9 The Lord sits enthroned above the water-flood:
the Lord sits enthroned as a king for ever.
10 The Lord will give strength to his people:
the Lord will give to his people the blessing of peace.



The 2nd Reading is from Acts 8:14-17

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The 
two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had 
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and 
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Prayer before Gospel

All: Lord, your forgiveness comes like cooling rain,
streams in the desert of our wild, disorientated wanderings,

calming our woes, washing our regrets into the sands
that will shockingly and surprisingly bloom with new life, 

when we thought all the good seeds
within us had dried to barren husks.
From your forgiveness comes renewal,

and the strength to rise again like a phoenix
from the ashes of our wastelands,

wallowing in despair no more, ready and able to move on –
with you.

Amen.



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke Chapter 3 beginning at the 
15th verse

All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’ 18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 19 But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added to them all by shutting up John 
in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

Luke 3:15-22
This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Hymn

The River
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maT4phfTXR4

Curated by Paul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maT4phfTXR4


The Greeting of Peace

We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions

Lord God, we thank you for the wild man of the wilderness
who calls us to immerse ourselves in transforming water.
In John of the Jordan, we see the raw need of our own 
nature, and in his baptism is the turning of the tide as we 
return to you.
And we praise you for the carpenter-cum-preacher
who knelt before him, wholly human, holy human;
for Jesus, who submitted to the welcome of baptismal water
in fellowship with us, that all might be blessed, and all might
belong, known and named in the family of your followers.
Amen.



Intercessions

Loving Lord of earth and heaven,

we thank you for the love which you have shown us through your 

wonderful creation.

We pray for those who work to combat climate change;

for scientists, researching new ways to fuel our needs;

for politicians, to respond to the situation 

and to keep the pledges they have made;

for us, that we may seek ways to live that help preserve the wonderful 

world that you have made.

As we celebrate your love for us,

May we love you in return.



Loving God of continents and countries,

we thank you for the love you have shown us 

which gives us a sense of identity.

We pray for those who live in fear of war and civil strife;

for those who are threatened by oppression and violence;

for those who are driven to seek refuge and asylum in other nations or 

states; be their rest.

For those suffering the wake of natural disaster, famine, drought, fire 

or flood; we ask your healing especially for Fleur and Ron; Julie and 

Ray, Dilys and Tony and all in the Wide Bay and Burnett regions 

especially Delarnill.

For us that we may value our common humanity and share your love 

with others.

As we celebrate your love for us,

May we love you in return.



Loving God of wholeness and health,

we thank you for your love shown to us through the care of healthcare 

professionals and frontline workers.

We pray for those suffering from stress as a result of the covid 

pandemic; for hospitals having to declare critical incidents, and deal 

with an increased workload in caring for the sick;

for those suffering with Covid, those getting and awaiting test results, 

those who are nursing loved ones with the illness and those who are 

afraid; be their hope.

For us that we may, through the way we live and the choices we 

make, keep ourselves and others safe; be wisdom for us.

As we celebrate your love for us,

May we love you in return.



Loving God of cathedral, church and chapel,

we thank you for the places where we gather to worship you –

especially Holy Hermits Online and St John's Cathedral.

We pray for those with responsibilities for their upkeep; for 

Reverends Peter, Julia, Ann and Jamee, and all those in leadership in 

our communities, please guide them and lead us as we do life together.

We ask courage for those who are engaged in food banks and work 

with refugees and asylum seekers;

We ask compassion for those who provide space and refreshment for 

people to gather in safety and comfort and find companionship;

We ask peace for us that our lives may always be those of your loving 

and faithful disciples.

As we celebrate your love for us,

May we love you in return.
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Loving God of friends and family,

we thank you for those who enrich our lives by their kindness and love.

We pray for those who are separated from family and friends as a 

result of Covid restrictions; for those whose homes are places of 

neglect or abuse; for those who feel isolated and alone;

We pray especially for: Douglas; Gemma and Thom; Lee, Thom and Ben; 

Margo and Jim; Helen; Norma and those caring for her; Neva; Pastor 

Sandy preparing for surgery; Those mourning Kelsey; please help them 

hear your voice and speak into their lives.

We also pray for us, that we, knowing how much we are loved, may not 

be too busy to share a friendly word with others.

As we celebrate your love for us,

May we love you in return.



Prayers composed by Roots on the Web

We rejoice that we are loved, and pray that, refreshed by 

that love, we may seek ways to share your empowering and 

refreshing love with those whom we encounter and those who 

do not know that they are loved.

In Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

o Iglesia Anglicana de Chile

o The Diocese of Canberra-Goulburn: †Mark Short; Assistant 

Bishops-†Stephen Pickard,†Carol Wagner; Clergy and People

o The Parish of Milton Anglican: Ceri Wynne, Illtyd Loveluck

o Mission to Seafarers

o St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School, Corinda: Principal -Toni 

Riordan; Chaplain - Gillian Moses; Chair of School Council -

Stephen Green; School Council members; staff & students



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.
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All: Holy God, who created us for and from love, in this 
time of social distancing, hold us close in your arms. 
Comfort those who are afraid, enliven those who are 

bored, give courage to those who are distressed, and warm 
those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. Breathe in, 

with and through us as we walk through uncertainty into a 
new future knowing that you are with us now and await us 

there. In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray.
Amen.

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Vice Dean and Canon for Social Justice at Grace 
Cathedral, San Francisco

A Prayer in the Midst of a Crisis



Devotions
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Amma Syncletica of Alexandria

Amma Syncletica said, “In the beginning there are a great many battles and a 
good deal of suffering for those who are advancing towards God and afterwards, 
ineffable joy.
It is like those who wish to light a fire; at first they are choked by the smoke and 
cry, and by this means obtain what they seek (as it is said: ‘Our God is a 
consuming fire’ [Heb. 12.24]): so we also must kindle the divine fire in ourselves 
through tears and hard work.”

Amma Syncletica said, "There are many who live in the mountains and behave as 
if they were in the town, and they are wasting their time. It is possible to be a 
solitary in one's mind while living in a crowd, and it is possible for one who is a 
solitary to live in the crowd of his own thoughts."

She also said, “Just as the most bitter medicine drives out poisonous creatures
so prayer joined to fasting drives evil thoughts away.”
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God of mercy and compassion, in your grace Blessed 
Simeon and Syncletica came to love your holy name 
and served you in the solitary life. By the help of this 
prayer and the grace of the Spirit, may we keep you 
in our thoughts and with burning zeal do what is 
pleasing to you.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.



A Personal Prayer for each of us in the Silence

For water that refreshes,
we give you thanks today.
For water that cleanses,
we give you thanks today.
For the water of baptism that brings 
forgiveness,
we give you thanks today.
For water that provides new life,
we give you thanks today.
Amen.
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Blessing of the Home at Epiphany – the Bathroom

Antiphon – I will sprinkle you with clean water, and you will be cleansed. 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering:

Having our bodies washed with pure water.

Let us pray,
O holy God, in the incarnation of your Son our Lord you made our flesh 
the instrument of your self-revelation: Give us a proper respect and 
reverence for our mortal bodies, keeping them clean and fair, whole and 
sound; that, glorifying you in them, we may confidently await our being 
clothed upon with spiritual bodies, when that which is mortal is 
transformed by life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Blessing of the Home at Epiphany – the Bathroom

Almighty and everlasting God, grant to this home the 
grace of your presence, that you may be known to be the 
inhabitant of this dwelling, and the defender of this 
household; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and Holy Spirit lives and reign, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.



Hymn 

Shine, Jesus, Shine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTIGVIcHsFE

Curated by Allana

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTIGVIcHsFE


All:
Holy Spirit, go with us into the world.
Re-source us with your power and your presence.
Father God, help us to know your love,
and that we are your beloved sons and daughters.
Lord Jesus Christ, help us to learn from you,
and to follow your example,
that we may share belovedness
with everyone we meet.
Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing

May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you,
that your lives may be a light to the world;

and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Notices

Study resumes this Wednesday, 12 January with a half hour 
discerning session

Contemplative Services Prep team meeting this afternoon at 
3pm – All welcome

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

Mural, painted on the interior of the John the Baptist Church at the Jordan River, 
depicting Jesus' baptism by the hand of John.


