
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
1747 W. Milham Avenue  �  Portage, MI 49024

Pastor Rachel Laughlin
Church phone: 269/343-3453  � fax: 269/343-2025

Website: popportage.org
Find us on Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA 

Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 9, 2022     10:00 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 
for the sake of the World.”



Welcome in the name of Christ! 

Worshiping with kids?
� We love having people of all ages and abilities worshiping together!
� Wiggles and noise are welcome!
� Coloring materials are available. Just ask an usher.

Wondering about communion?
� We believe Christ is fully present in the meal and it is Christ who invites us to share it.
� All are welcome to share communion with us regardless of age or faith tradition.
� Wheat bread, gluten free wafers, wine, and grape juice are available.

Want to know more about our community?
� We strive to be an open, welcoming place for all people.
� Pastor Rachel enjoys meeting people after worship but never wants anyone to feel pressured to talk to

her. Come say hi!
� Visit the welcome table in the gathering space if you have questions about Lutherans, the Christian faith,

or Prince of Peace; if you have a specific prayer request, or want to share your contact information so we
can get back to you about something in particular.

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
Worshipers responses in bold. Stand, as directed, if able. 

Sit
Welcome

Music for the Beginning of Worship “In the Water” Ray Makeever
Worship Team

Stand
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Pastor: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give
thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life
in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

All: Amen.
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Pastor: Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Gathering Song “When Jesus Came to Jordan” No. 305

Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. 
All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day 
All: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your

beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice
to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
The Children’s Sermon

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
First Reading Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and
the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt
as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and
I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will
bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 29

Reader:  Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due
God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

All: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
Reader: the God of glory thunders, the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
All: The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
Reader: the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
All: The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees
Reader: The Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. The Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon

like a young wild ox.
All: The voice of the Lord  bursts forth in lightning flashes. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness,
Reader: The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
All: The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of

the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
Reader: The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.
All: O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.
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Second Reading Acts 8:14-17

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John
to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John
laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin

4



Stand 
Hymn of the Day “Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways”

Nicene Creed
Asst: Joining the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith:
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and

unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church

After “Generous God,” worshipers respond “Pour out your Love.”
Sing “Christ, Our Peace” after the  completion of the intercessory prayers.  

WE SHARE IN HIS MEAL
Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Worshipers share a sign of God’s peace with one another, greeting each other with words like
“Peace be with you. . . And also with you.”

Sit
Offering Please date and complete the fellowship registration pad.

Offering Music “Wade in the Water” African American Spiritual
Worship Team

Stand
Offering Response
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Liturgical Hand Washing
I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,
and telling all your wondrous deeds. – Psalm 26:6-7

Since the early days of the Church, washing with water has been a custom that symbolizes separation from sin.
We are returning to this ancient practice to ensure leaders have clean hands before they handle the elements. Fun
fact: the bowl for holding the water is called a lavabo.

Offering Prayer
Asst: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our

journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to
a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.

All: Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving - Grace Before the Meal

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer
Pastor: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

All: Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one
God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Meal
Pastor: No matter the church of your membership, the form of your baptism, or where you are on the journey

with God, a place has been prepared for you at this table, God’s table. So come and eat, for all is ready
and all are welcome.

Sit
Holy Communion
All who hunger and thirst for Christ's presence in their life are invited to share the Lord's Supper with us, the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ. You should have received pre-packaged elements when you arrived for worship. If you did not, please
indicate to an Usher that you would like the elements and they will bring them to you. Please wait for the presiding minster
to instruct the congregation when to open and receive each element. When the pastor says, "The body of Christ, given for
you" and, "The blood of Christ, shed for you," you may respond by saying, "Amen."

Signal an usher or communion assistant if you need assistance opening the packaging to get the wafer or grape juice.

Please place your empty cup in the basket when the communion assistant brings it to you

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymns “O Living Breath of God” No. 407 
“Spirit of Gentleness” No. 396 

Table Blessing
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
All: Amen.
Asst.: We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to bring

good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son,
Jesus Christ.

All: Amen.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Worshipers are invited to share announcements not listed in the weekly Peace Proclamations:
blessings: like anniversaries, birthdays, births or new jobs, prayer concerns and answered prayers. So that all in the
sanctuary and on the livestream can see and hear you, please move to the pulpit to give your announcement. You may
remove your mask while you speak. Please put it back on as you return to your seat.”

Stand
Final Blessing
Pastor:  God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
  bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
All: Amen.

Sending Hymn “O Morning Star, Fair and Bright” No. 308
vs. 1-4

Dismissal
Asst: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
All: Thanks be to God.

Music for the Close of Worship “I've Just Come from the Fountain” African America Spiritual
Worship Team

ELW Setting 6; Alleluia, Permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #262200 
Down Galilee's Slow Roadways, Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Permission under CCLI  Annual License #11064917 

Christ, Our Peace, Text and music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. Permission under OneLicense Annual License #A-710485
We Come Now to Your Table,  Text and music © Caribbean Conference of Churches. Public Domain
ELW Setting 6; Sanctus,  Lamb of God, Permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #262200

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Use this QR code to donate online to  
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

and it’s ministries.
 See the Peace Proclamations for more details.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Staff
Church phone: 269/343-3453

Staff

Pastor: Rachel Laughlin-ext. 13
Youth Minister: Megan Floyd-ext. 12
Administrative Asst: Tamara Preston-ext. 10
Accountant: Marilyn Storch-ext. 17
Volunteer Coor: Mike Whately-ext. 15

Technology Manager: Mike Whately-15
Music Director: Janet Hill 
Custodian: Steve Haddix
Worship Team Director: Scott Walker
Nursery: Amanda Bischof

 This Week’s Servers

January 9, 2022

Worship Asst.: Claudia Lee
Reader: Noel Sederstrom
Ushers:  Lee Banitt, Steve Haddix
Sound System: Paul Guthrie
Video Switcher: Bill Floyd
Stage Mgr: Michael Whately 
Greeters:
Sacristy Asst.: Kathy Eklov
Communion Asst.:  
Altar Guild: Gail MacNellis
Church Lockup: Gail MacNellis

Next Week’s Servers

January 16, 2022

Worship Asst.:
Reader: Lee Banitt
Ushers:
Sound System: Paul Swodzinski
Video Switcher:
Stage Mgr: Michael Whately 
Greeters:
Sacristy Asst.: Laila Poisson
Communion Asst.: Micki Holder
Altar Guild: Claudia Lee
Church Lockup: Paul Swodzinski
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COVID UPDATES

1. Face Coverings are Required in the building

- To attend worship and other in person events you MUST
wear a properly fitting mask that covers both your nose
and mouth.

- Remember, Omicron is very talented! Please wear the
best face covering you have access to if you choose to
worship in person. Learn more about effective masking
here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-
health/effective-masks.html  

2. Keep YOURSELF safe

Please consider attending remotely if:

- You have not had a COVID vaccine or booster in the past
6 months

- You have other health problems like cancer, heart
disease, lung disease, kidney disease, or other
problems. Talk to your doctor about it!

- You cannot safely or comfortably wear a face covering for
the duration of the worship service or event you would like
to attend. 

3. Keep OTHERS safe

You must participate from home if:

- You have had a known COVID or influenza exposure in the past 10 days

- You have ANY symptoms of COVID (fever, chills, sore throat, cough, congestion, persistent headache, muscle
aches) even if they're mild!

- You have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and are still in your quarantine period

To assist in these efforts, beginning today, the following procedures will be in place:

1. Every other pew will be blocked off during worship and households will be encouraged to sit 6 feet from other
households.

2. Ushers will dismiss each row at the end of worship to encourage distancing as people exit the sanctuary.

3. For 2 weeks, we will return to pre-packaged communion that is distributed before worship so it is easier to
keep our distance. We have ordered higher level masks for ushers and communion servers to wear so we can
resume regular distribution as safely as possible.

4. Faith formation classes and other groups may continue meeting, but food will not be provided so masks can
remain on.

5. If your small group, class, or committee would feel safer meeting on Zoom for a while, the group leader can
contact Mike Whately (technology@popportage.org) to request a link.
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