
Welcome to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey. 

 

 
 
 

Baptism of Jesus Sunday 
January 9, 2022 

 
When sleet blinds you, hail drowns out voices, and snow hides your path, 

may you discern in each flake a star, image of the one that guided the Magi, 
and find that in the pain of birth, death or change there is a light to guide you.  

(Mary Palmer) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 
 

PRELUDE     Jesu autem hodie (The Baptism of Christ) P.Hallock 
              The Choir of All Souls’ Episcopal Church, Sandiego, California 
 
WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Acknowledgment of Territory/Candle of Remembrance-Every Child Matters 
As we come into worship today, we acknowledge that we reside and worship on the 
traditional lands of the people of the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation… 
and acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
CALL TO WORSHIP       Peter & Andrea Drost 
 
Through the waters of baptism,  
Jesus was called. 
Through the sacrament of baptism,  
we too feel God’s call. 
By the voice from heaven,  
Jesus was claimed as God’s own. 
We too find ourselves marked 
by the love of God. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus was commissioned to his ministry. 
By the Spirit’s breath,  
we too take our place as God’s servants. 
We gather—called, claimed, and commissioned 
as God’s people. 
Thanks be to God! 
(F.Flook, Emo/Devlin P.C.,Emo, Ont.) 
 
 
HYMN        Arise, Your Light Is Come  (R.Duck/W.H.Walter)  VU 79 
 
Arise, your light is come!  
The Spirit’s call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God, 
which shines on you today. 
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Arise, your light is come!  
Fling wide the prison door; 
proclaim the captive’s liberty,  
good tidings to the poor. 

 
Arise, your light is come!  
All you in sorrow born, 
bind up the broken hearted ones 
and comfort those who mourn. 
 
Arise, your light is come!  
The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing; 
God’s power will make us strong. 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 
Creative and compassionate God, you give a vision to us and to our world.  
It is a vision of a world where nations will live in peace; where the poor will 
hear the good news that there will be enough for all; where those who oppress 
will lose their power. We come, acknowledging that the vision has not yet 
become a reality. For the times and places we have added to the hurt and  
not the healing, we pray for new resolve and commitment to shine as Christ’s 
light in the world, for the transforming of the world. Amen. 
 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
God is at work in the world,  
creating new possibilities in every day. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 
 

THEME STORY        The Baptism of Jesus (Saddleback Kids)   YouTube 
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FINDING GOD TOGETHER 

 
SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 43:1-7 (When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.) NRSV  
          Nancy Kerswill 
 
43But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 
Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 
flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because 
you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your 
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, 
“Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and 
my daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone who is called by my name, whom I 
created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

 
GIFT OF MUSIC     Down to the River to Pray (Traditional)  
            Steve Falk, Linda Henshaw, Janice Nolan, David Pilkey & Youthful Spirits 
 
 
GOSPEL    Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 (Jesus is baptized by John.) NRSV 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.” 

 
Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 
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SERMON      !nto the "aters 
 
HYMN       Like a Healing Stream  (Bruce Harding)  MV 144 
 
Like a healing stream in a barren desert, 
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth, 
God is trickling through our lives as in  
a dream unfolding, promising revival  
and rebirth…like a healing stream. 
 
Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden, 
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed, 
God is bubbling through the soil to coax 
a new creation, yearning for an end to 
want and need…like a gentle rain. 
 
Like a river strong with a restless garden, 
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore, 
God is carving out a channel in a new direction, 
calling for an end to hate and war… 
like a river strong. 
 
Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, 
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 
God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow: 
God will always challenge and provide!  
Like a mighty sea, like a river strong,  
like a gentle rain, like a healing stream. 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
 

                                                                                                                                     
A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 
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HYMN          Called by Earth and Sky (Pat Mayberry)    MV 135 
 
Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified,  
called by earth and sky. 
 
Precious these waters, endless seas, deep ocean’s dream, 
waters of healing, rivers of rain, the wash of love again. 
Called by earth and sky… 
 
Precious this gift, the air we breathe; wind born and free. 
Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place,  
our gathering and our grace. Called by earth and sky… 

 
Precious these mountains, ancient sands; vast fragile land. 
Seeds of our wakening, rooted and strong,  
Creation’s faithful song. Called by earth and sky… 
 
Precious the fire that lights our way, bright dawning day. 
Fire of passion, sorrows undone, our faith and justice one. 
 
Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 
This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 
called by earth and sky, called by earth and sky. 
 
 
COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
Let us remember that God is before us today and always. 
God is the path we follow and the light that guides us. 
 
And now, may the blessing of God, giver of every good and perfect gift; 
the blessing of Christ, the Redeemer of the lost and broken; 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit, God’s presence in our lives, 
be with each one of us and all whom we love and serve. Amen. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE       What Sweeter Music (J.Rutter)  YouTube 
   King’s College, Cambridge 
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The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast  
are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

 
 

All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 
under One License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257 

 
 
Participating in Worship today…Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar,  
Peter & Andrea Drost, Nancy Kerswill, AUC Chancel Choir. 
 
 
With thanks to… Noah Comar, videographer, and to Bob Kyriakides,  
video editor…and to all who are filming at home in order to participate 
in worship in some way! J 
 
Images used in worship video... 
 
Bulletin Cover – Painted Christ – Used with Permission. Lance Brown 
Arise, Your Light Is Come  - wonderlane - Unsplash 
 Like A Healing Stream – Mark McGregor - Unsplash 
Called By Earth and Sky –  Louis Maniqut – Unsplash 
 
The hymn recordings today are from…  
 
More Voices: Audio CD (The United Church of Canada, 2007) and YouTube. 
 
Arise, Your Light Is Come - Grosse Pointe Memorial Church Choir, Michigan, James 
Biery, organist. December 12, 2020. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One 
License #A-718074. 
 
Like A Healing Stream – St. Paul’s United Church Choirs, Edmonton, Alberta. Joan 
Townend, director. November 4, 2006. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One 
License #A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257. 
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Called By Earth and Sky – More Voices Workshop, Humber United Church, Corner 
Brook, NFLD. June 2, 2006. Reprinted and podcast with permission under One License 
#A-718074 and CCLI Licenses #20425240 and #20425257. 
 
Jesu Autem Hodie (P. Hallock). The Choir of All Souls’ Episcopal Church, San Diego, 
California. Used with permission. Podcast with permission under One License #A-
718074. Podcast with permission under One License #A-718074. 
 
Down To The River To Pray. (Traditional). Steve Falk, Linda Henshaw, Janice Nolan, 
David Pilkey & The Youthful Spirits. Podcast with permission under One License #A-
718074. Podcast with permission under One License #A-718074. 
 
What Sweeter Music. (John Rutter). Choir of King’s College, Cambridge. Used with 
permission from King’s College Choir, Cambridge. Podcast with permission under One 
License #A-718074. 
 
The Baptism of Jesus. Saddleback Kids. February 8, 2016. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


