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-Baptism as the act of the Spirit-filled community- 

Date:  January 9, 2022 (The Baptism of the Lord) 

1.  Texts:  Isaiah 43:1-7; Ps. 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:13-15, 21-22. 

2.  Subject:  ecclesiology. 

3.  Topic:  baptism. 

4.  Aim:  challenge, guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “Baptism is not an individual’s purge from sin.  It is the community’s experience of the Spirit.” 

 

BAPTISM IS NOT FOR EVERYONE 

 

 Today we are celebrating the Baptism of the Lord, and I’m sure you’ve all 

recognized how odd a celebration this is.  After all, since baptism is supposedly 

a washing away of our sin, and since Jesus is supposedly sinless, then there is no 

need for him to be baptized.  If there is no need for him to be baptized, then there 

is no need for us to celebrate his baptism.  With that complete, let’s just close 

down our worship—or at least this sermon—and go home.   

 

 Unless, of course, the baptism of Jesus is not about the washing away of sin.  

Then we might have something more interesting and maybe even more life-

giving on our hands.   

 

 Would the people around John the Baptist have thought that Jesus was 

sinless?  No:  they had no idea of his divine origin, and the understanding of Jesus 

(the Christology) develops later in the Church’s life.   

 

 Would John have had an idea of the nature of Jesus?  Somewhat, for sure.  

In Matthew’s Gospel John actually objected to the baptism:  “I need to be baptized 

by you, and do you come to me?”1  But Jesus—who most certainly was aware of 

his own divine nature—convinces John to do the baptizing by saying, “Let it be 

so for now; for it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.”2  Jesus seemed to be 

saying that the baptism was the proper thing to do, even if Jesus himself didn’t 

need it.   

 

 This is intriguing.  And that story about the Samaritans from the Acts of the 

Apostles takes on more importance. 

 

 
1 Matthew 3:14.   
2 Matthew 3:15.   
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 The Samaritans were only baptized in the name of Jesus, which clearly was 

an insufficient baptism.  It was not enough, apparently, to take on the name of 

Jesus—you also had to take in the Spirit of Jesus.  This adoption by the Spirit—a 

Spirit-filled baptism—was accomplished by and within the Christian community.   

 

 It was also parallel to Jesus’ own experience, who was baptized by John as 

part of the crowds seeking baptism and who received the Spirit in response to the 

baptism:  “…and the Holy Spirit descended upon [Jesus] in bodily form like a 

dove.”3 

 

 Jesus’ baptism was not about the washing away of his sin.  It was about 

being made a member of the Spirit-filled community.  Every Christian baptism 

since the baptism of Jesus has not been about the washing away of sin.  Every 

Christian baptism is about inclusion in the Spirit-filled community of the Body of 

Christ.   

 

 Therefore, no infant ever baptised in the Anglican Church has experienced 

the cleansing of sin through baptism.  The cleansing of sin comes through an 

experience of the crucifixion of Christ and the resurrection to a new life in Christ.  

Every infant baptised in any of our churches has been joined to the Body of Christ 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Thus, no infant whose parents are unwilling to include that infant in the life 

of the Spirit-filled Church should ever be baptized. 

 

 Thus, the only baptism preparation that is required is that which will enable 

the parents and sponsors to involve the infant in the life of the Church.   

 

 Thus, baptism shall not be considered for those infants whose parents and 

sponsors are not involved in the life of the Christian community.   

 

 Thus, there should be no baptisms of infants “just in the hope that someday 

the parents will return to the Church.”   

 

 
3 Luke 3:22a.   
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 So, with every inquiry about baptism, the first thing the congregation 

should say is, “We’d love to be involved with the life and faith of your child.  But 

what are you going to do to be involved with the life and faith of Christ?” 

 

 Now, what are we going to do with those congregations who want to be 

nice to people?  Such would be the congregations that maintain, “We should go 

ahead and baptize everybody who asks.  At least we establish a connection.” 

 

 According to the Bible, baptism doesn’t create the connection.  Baptism 

follows and cements the already-existing connection.  The life-changing faith 

already exists in the lives of those who are baptized.  Baptism followed by the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit is a supernatural next step in the existing 

relationship of faith.   

 

 So, when anyone inquires about baptism, the congregation should work on 

including them in the life of the Church.  Once the connection with the Body of 

Christ has been confirmed, then the baptism preparation can commence and the 

baptism quickly follow.   

 

 “But what if the parents don’t want to be involved with the Church?  Then, 

the baby will go without being baptized.”  Outside of a meaningful connection 

with the Body of Christ, there is no value to baptism.  Having millions of baptized 

people wandering around without any life-changing faith and without any 

genuine connection to the Church is helping no one and nothing.  Peter and John 

even had to go to Samaria to repair the baptism in order to cement the spiritual 

reality of the Church.   

 

 So, what happened to baptism that the Church has so misused it? 

 

 First of all, we turned it into an individual experience and so divorced it 

from the life of the Church.  We said, “This is all about your baby being 

recognized by God.”  Well, God doesn’t need to be introduced into your baby’s 

life:  God knows every faith choice your grandchild will ever make.   
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 Secondly, the Church divorced baptism from proclamation.  Remember 

what Jesus said to John?  “Let it be so for now; for it is proper for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.”  Jesus’ baptism was a public proclamation.  He wanted people to 

take note of it.  The Church, in turning baptism into an individual act, nearly 

turned it into a private act.  Preparation was left of the clergyperson.  Almost 

always the congregation did not really know the family and almost never knew 

the godparents.  The Church has gone even so far as to do private baptisms, 

divorced from the life of the congregation.  Sure, most congregations still insisted 

on baptisms taking place Sunday mornings at the main service, but most 

congregations gave up hope that they’d see the family the next week in church.  

Baptism became a personal and private choice, separated from proclamation in 

the community.   

 

 Guided by privilege instead of Scripture, the Church lost the connection 

between baptism and the Spirit-filled Body of Christ.  According to Scripture, 

baptism is all about being cemented to the Church through the power and 

presence of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism is not about the washing away of sin.  

Baptism is about drowning the old life outside the Church and raising up a new 

life within the Body of Christ.  Baptism is not the choice and act of an individual.  

It is the love of God reaching out through the community to confirm the identity 

of a son or daughter as a child of the community of the Spirit. 

 

 So, even the baptism of Jesus was about inclusion in the community of the 

Spirit, which makes our baptisms about the same inclusion.  Baptism is also about 

Christ’s own proclamation, about making his identity clear to the community of 

the Spirit.  With these realizations, we have discovered the means to genuinely 

celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 

 

 First, we reaffirm the Holy Spirit’s presence and influence in our lives.  

Second, we reaffirm our membership in the community of the Spirit, that is, in 

the Body of Christ and the Church.  Third, we publicly and in clear-to-understand 

terms proclaim the identity of Christ as Lord and Saviour.   

 

 Let us pray. 
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 Lord God of all Creation, we give you thanks for the Holy Spirit, whom you 

implanted in our lives at our baptisms.  We surrender our lives to his indwelling 

presence.  Guide, guard and direct us, O Spirit, that we may prove to others that 

we are a part of your community of faith. 

 

 Holy Spirit, we give you thanks that you have made each of us a member 

of the Body of Christ.  Grant us the courage to worship God our Father in Spirit 

and truth.  Grant us the strength to love one another as you have loved us.   

 

 Lord Jesus, overwhelm our hearts and minds, that we may genuinely 

proclaim you in word and deed.  Grant us the humility and love we need to serve 

you by serving others.  May our lives proclaim your life and so lead to the 

salvation of others. 

 

 These things we ask in the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Christ, 

and in the love of God. 

 

 AMEN.   


