
January 9, 2022 
Celebration of Epiphany 

 

Prelude:  “Angels we Have Heard on High”  (Ron Klusmeier-piano, Marie Andrew-Gray - violin) 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Land Acknowledgement: 

Good morning.   Welcome to Brechin United Church 

As you know, our minister, Reverend Tif McNaughton, is off for several weeks on restorative leave. 

The worship team is endeavouring to provide you with meaningful worship in her absence. 

We pray for her restored health and we look forward to her return in the future. 

 

As an act of reconciliation, we of Central Vancouver Island, in Nanaimo British Columbia, would like to 

acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional and unceded territory of The Coast Salish peoples, 

and the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw first nation. 

We also give thanks to the ancestors, hereditary leaders and matriarchs, creatures big and small, for 

looking after the rich resources and cultural teaching of this beautiful land. 

Today we continue to seek new relationships with the original people of this land, one based in honour 

and respect.  In accordance with this respect we welcome all people, regardless of race, creed, age, 

cultural background or sexual orientation.  

From wherever you come, and whoever you are, know that you are welcome to worship here in our safe 

space, Brechin United Church. 

 

Candle lighting  

We light the Christ candle, the light of the world, the light of possibility  

 

Call to Worship 

(based on Isaiah 60:1–6) 

One:  Arise! Shine!  

All:    For our Light has come!  

One:  The glory of the Lord is in this place.  

All:   The glory of the Lord is in you, in me. 

One:  See!  Be radiant!  

All:   Our hearts thrill and rejoice!  

One:  Let us worship in gratitude, in joy, together. 

 

Hymn:   VU 87   “I Am the Light of the World” 

 

Opening prayer 

Holy One, 

Give us the courage to welcome Christ into every part of our lives, 

so that, like Mary, we will hope for a better world, 

like Elizabeth, the Shepherds, and the Holy Family, 

we will be brave and bold in our living, 

like the Innkeeper and animals, we will be welcoming of others, 

and like the Magi, we will present our best selves. 

May we always be ready to welcome, Emmanuel, Christ with us. 

Amen. 

—a prayer inspired by Advent Unwrapped © 2021 The United Church of Canada 

 

http://www.adventunwrapped.ca/


Scriptures:  Isaiah 60:1-6 

                        Matthew 2:1-12  

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn:    VU 96  “Will You Come and See the Light” 

  

Prayers of the people 

Prayer of Jesus:  Disciple’s Prayer (VU 916)       (copyright 1988 Jim Cotter) 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Offering 

VU 55 verse 4                                       (Words:  Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 

           Music:  Gustav Theodor Holst 1906) 

  “What can I give him, poor as I am?  

  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

  if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

  yet, what I can I give him—give my heart.” 

  

Hymn:    VU  82 “A Light is Gleaming” 

  

Sending Forth  

One:  We have heard the words of the prophet:  Arise and Shine!  

All:   As we go, may we too Arise and Shine! 

One:  We have heard the story of the Magi sharing their gifts.  

All:   As we go, may our gifts be shared with all. 

 

 

 



 

Benediction:  
One:  May God’s love and grace shine upon you.  May the Light of Jesus shine from within you.  May the joy of 

the Spirit shine all around you.  And may you and those you love, wherever they might be, remember to share 

your gifts for all the world to see. 

All:  Amen, Amen, 

One: and may it be so, 

All:  this day and forever more. 

Sung Response:    “Leaving”   (R. Klusmeier) 

 
(Call to Worship, Sending Forth and Benediction – Called to be the Church © 2021 The United Church 

of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada.  Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial 

Share Alike Licence.) 

 

 


