
January 9, 2022 

The Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 

Worship Order 

9:30 AM 

 

+ GATHERING + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE  In Thee is Gladness – G. Winston Cassler 

 
c. 1982 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

LIGHTING OF THE TRINITY CANDLE 

St. John’s is a community that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 

We begin our worship in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit. 

Amen 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The heavens open. The Spirit descends. 

Jesus emerges from the water. 
And a voice echoes through the blue expanse. 

"This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased." 
Jesus is named. Claimed. 

 

We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed. 
Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed. 

Let us worship the one who names and claims us still. 

 

OPENING HYMN  ELW 304 Christ, When for us You were Baptized 

 

Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came, 

as peaceful as a dove, and yet as urgent as a flame, as urgent as a flame. 

 

God called you, “My beloved Son”; you are God’s servant true,  

sent to proclaim the reign of heav’n, God’s holy will to do, God’s holy will to do. 

 

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; your cross on us be signed,  

that likewise in God’s service we may perfect freedom find, may perfect freedom find. 

 
Text:  F. Bland Tucker c. 1985 The Church Pension Fund 

Music:  Nikolaus Herman 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE  All glory be to God on high  

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your 

beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 

rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no 

longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems 

them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 

 

 1But now thus says the LORD, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 



 3For I am the LORD your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.” 

 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   ELW 318 Alleluia, Song of Gladness 

 

Alleluia, song of gladness, voice of joy that cannot die; 

Alleluia is the anthem ever dear to choirs on high; 

in the house of God abiding thus they sing eternally. 

 
Text:  Latin hymn, 11th cent. tr. John Mason Neale 

Music:  John Goss 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that 

he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of 

God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

 

The holy gospel according Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 



dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Brothers and sisters in Christ:  through the sacrament of baptism we have been joined into 

Christ’s holy Church.  We share in the story of God’s mighty acts of salvation, and we receive 

new birth through water and the Spirit. These are the gifts of God, offered freely to all. Let us 

renew the covenant declared at our baptism, acknowledging what God is doing in, through, and 

for us, and affirming our commitment to Christ’s holy Church.  

 

THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gift of water. 

Over it your Spirit hovered at the creation of the world. 

Through it you led the children of Israel out of bondage and into the Promised Land. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb. 

And in it Jesus was baptized and recognized as your beloved child.  We thank you for the water 

of Baptism. In it we are buried, sharing in Christ’s death. By it we share also in Christ’s 

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit as your sons and 

daughters.  Now bless this water, we pray, by the power of your Holy Spirit. May it remind us 

that we have been cleansed from sin and born again into new life, that we may remain faithful 

until we are united with you in the life to come. Amen. 

 

Let us reaffirm the vows of our baptismal covenant.   

Do you renounce all spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce all the force of evil, in whatever guise they present themselves, which corrupt 

and destroy God’s good creation? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you away from the love of God? 

I renounce them. 

 

Will you continue to serve Christ, in union with the Church, as best as you are able? 

I will with God’s help. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teachings, in the breaking of bread and in prayer? 

I will with God’s help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

I will with God’s help. 

Will you see and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 



I will with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

I will with God’s help. 

 

THE AFFIRMATION OF UNITY 

Let us affirm the unity that comes from our baptism into Christ. 

 

We come out of many traditions. 

We have confessed many understandings of baptism: sacrament, symbol, sign.  Some of us 

were baptized before we remember.  Others only later when we said, "I believe."  Whether 

immersed, poured upon or sprinkled, it is your action, gracious God, that defines our 

baptism.  Having put off the old nature, we have been clothed with Christ.  There is no 

longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female. 

For we all are one in Christ Jesus – your sons and daughters through faith, heirs to the 

promise.  Old things have passed away.  Behold, you make all things new. 

 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, through water and the Holy Spirit, you have made us your sons and 

daughters, brought us into your church, filled us with your Holy Spirit, and given us your 

promise of eternal life.  Renew in us, your children, the covenant you made with us at our 

baptism.  Stir up in us the power of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

During the special music, the congregation is invited to move to the closest water bowl, dip a 

finger in the bowl and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a remembrance of your 

baptism.  As you do so, remember the words spoken at Jesus’ baptism – ‘with you I am well 

pleased’.  Then return to your seat. 

 

BAPTISMAL SPECIAL MUSIC Shall We Gather at the River – Robert Lowry 

 
setting c. 2014 Hal Leonard Corporation 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
BLESSING 

May your life be a river. 

May you flow with the purpose 

of the One who created 

and called you, 

who directs your course 

and turns you ever 

toward home. 

 

May your way shimmer 



with the light of Christ 

who goes with you 

who bears you up 

who calls you by name. 

 

May you move 

with the grace of the Spirit 

who brooded over 

the face of the waters 

at the beginning 

and who will gather you in 

at the end. 

Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 575 In Christ Called to Baptize 

 

In Christ called to baptize, we witness to grace 

and gather a people from each land and race. 

In deep, flowing waters, we share in Christ’s death, 

then, rising to new life, give thanks with each breath. 

 

Unite us, anoint us, O Spirit of love, 

for you are within us, around us, above. 

Equip us for service with gifts you bestow. 

In Christ is our calling.  In Christ may we grow. 

 
Text:  Ruth Duck c. 1995 Pilgrim Press 

Music:  Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  Trumpet Tune and Minuet – Ian Higginson 

 
c. 2020 The Sacred Music Press 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2022 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2022.   

Call to worship written by Caela Wood, Pastor at the First Congregational United Church of Christ, Manhattan, 

Kansas.  Blessing written by Jan L. Richardson, and posted on The Painted Prayerbook. 

 

  



PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, Kenny Nace, Ann Brown Hager, 

David Mounts, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, David and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater, Leanne 

Kratzer, Steve Keyser, Jim McNally, Sydney Crossin, Bob Kemmerer, Kathy Reese, Jon Baxter, 

Carol Mesaros, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, Kathy Lasso, Theresa Hasson, Tal Umstead, 

Deb Romig, Jared Jadick, Heidi Slook, Bob Duke, Dorothy Rudolph, Mary Clayton, Michelle 

Baxter, Ruthie Jadick Donna Derstine, Brian Derstine, Andrew Robison and Jeff Hart. 

  
 

Mark your Calendar  

Mon, Jan 10  7:30 Council Meeting 

Tue, Jan 11  7  Advent Small Group  

Sat, Jan 15  9-11  Open Link Food Collection 

Sunday, Jan 9  9:30am Worship (& zoom) 

    

 

Thank you so much for your continued support of the meal train for Brian 

and Jennifer Allebach. The Allebachs requested a pause in the meal train 

over the holidays when they welcomed family in their home over various 

weekends. At this time, due to changes in Brian's diet, they have asked to 

stop the meal train as his needs are pretty specific right now.    Cards are 

certainly still very much appreciated! 

  

Brian and Jennifer Allebach 

1096 Soffa Road 

East Greenville, PA 18041 

  

However, another family in our congregation is in need of support. Tal Umstead was 

hospitalized for almost two months this fall after he lost all feeling in his body from his chest 

down. Check out the meal train page for Tal and his wife Kelly to read more about his medical 

journey and how you can support the family at this time. To access the meal train go to 

https://mealtrain.com/3d3qe8  

  

One of the biggest supports for Tal will be the prayerful support of his congregation, so feel free 

to send your love and support to Tal and Kelly with a card. 

  

Tal and Kelly Umstead 

1044 Soffa Road 

East Greenville, PA 18041 
  

Cards and meals are simple yet tangible ways  

we can support those going through difficult times.  

Thank you for being part of this ministry! 

  

https://mealtrain.com/3d3qe8


New Member Small Group 

Interested in becoming a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church?  A new member small group 

will be offered in the beginning of 2022.  The small group will meet after the 9:30 AM Sunday 

worship service on January 16, 30 and February 13.  New members will then be formally 

received into the community during the 9:30 AM worship service on Sunday, February 20. 

If you are interested in being part of the new members small group, please let Pastor Becky know 

TODAY. 

  

 Blood Drive at St. John’s on Friday, January 28th from 2pm—7pm 

Sign up today at www.redcrossblood.org  

  

  

STAR Words are available in the narthex and the parlor.   

Pick up yours today. 

 


