
Welcome to Metropolitan United Church

First Sunday After Christmas
December 26, 2021

We are an Affirming Congregation, offering welcome and companionship
to all, inclusive of age, ethnicity, gender identity, differing abilities, and sexual orientation.

For thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and
most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to Indigenous people from across

Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on this land.



ORDER OF SERVICE

CARILLON PRELUDE (OUTSIDE-10:30 A.M.)

PRELUDE Noël: Où S’en Vont Ces Gais Bergers Claude Balbastre
In Dulci Jubilo D. Buxtehude
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Wilbur Held
Whence is That Goodly Fragrance arr. Harrison Oxley
Noël sur les Flûtes Louis-Claude Daquin

WORDS OF WELCOME

OPENING HYMN #62 Once in Royal David’s City Irby
1 Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattleshed,

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven who, with God, is over all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
There among the poor and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3 For he is our lifelong pattern; daily, when on earth he grew,
he was tempted, scorned, rejected, tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

INVITATION TO WORSHIP

One: Praise God! Praise the Lord, all creation!
All: Stars glittering, humpback whales singing, trees reaching towards the heavens:

all praise our God!
One: Praise God! Praise the Lord, all you people!
All: 12-year-olds and elders, the wise ones and those just learning to walk:

all praise our God!
One: Praise God! Praise the Lord, in every moment, in every place!
All: In church or at home; in the woods and in the streets:

we will praise our God!
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us pray.



PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION

SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

KYRIE ELEISON (ALL) #69 MORE VOICES Kyrie eleison (God have mercy) Kervin

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

ACT OF PRAISE (All) p. 895 VOICES UNITED
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high!
And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well pleased.
And on earth peace to the people in whom God is well pleased.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

READINGS 1 SAMUEL 2:18–20, 26
God blesses the boy Samuel.
COLOSSIANS 3:12–17
Clothe yourselves with compassion and kindness.

ANTHEM Ding Dong Merrily on High French Carol, arr. Wood
Ding dong merrily on high, In heav'n the bells are ringing: Ding dong! verily the sky Is riv'n with angel
singing. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
E'en so here below, below, Let steeple bells be swungen, And "Io, io, io!" By priest and people
sungen.Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Pray you, dutifully prime Your matin chime, ye ringers; May you beautifully rime Your evetime song,
ye singers. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

HYMN #61 Of the Father’s Love Begotten Divinum Mysterium
1 *Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be,

Christ is Alpha and Omega, Christ the source, the ending he,
of the things that are and have been,and that future years shall see,

evermore and evermore.

2 At his word the worlds were framed. He commanded, it was done:
heaven and earth and depths of ocean in their threefold order one;
all that grows beneath the shining of the moon and burning sun,

evermore and evermore.

3 O that birth for ever blessed! When the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Saviour of our race,
and the babe, the world's redeemer, first revealed his sacred face,

evermore and evermore.

4 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord,

evermore and evermore.



5 O ye heights of heaven, adore him, angel hosts, his praises sing;
powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring,

evermore and evermore.

6 Christ, to thee, with God most blessed, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be,
honour, glory, and dominion and eternal victory,

evermore and evermore. Amen.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 2:41–52
The boy Jesus learns at the temple.

ONE: This is the witness of the good news of Jesus Christ.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “HOME IN THE DIASPORA” THE REV. JASON MEYERS

ANTHEM Slumber, My Little One Alsatian Carol, arr. Stanley Vann
“Slumber, my little one, sleep now, my tiny Son’, sang sweet Mary, Mother fair. ...sang old Joseph
watching there. “Angels above with their songs do Him greet, a lullaby singing for Jesus so sweet: Angels
in heaven, their hymns I can hear, a lullaby gentle for Jesus so dear.”...

PEACE GREETING
One: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. (please be seated)

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING



OFFERTORY MUSIC Rocking Czech carol, arr. Martin Shaw
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir; we will lend a coat of fur, we will rock you: see the fur to keep you
warm, snugly round your tiny form. Mary’s little baby,sleep, sweetly sleep, sleep in comfort, slumber
deep; We will rock you, we will serve you all we can, darling, darling little man.

THE OFFERTORY HYMN #518, verse 3 Forest Green
With gratitude and humble trust we bring our best to you,
Not just to serve your cause, but share your love with neighbours too.
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your son,
Help us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.

DEDICATION OF OFFERING

GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
One: Let us pray. (all seated)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER (all) (Voices United, p. 921)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #43 Go, Tell It on the Mountain Go, Tell It

R Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. R

2 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour’s birth! R

3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent our salvation that blessed Christmas morn. R



COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

BLESSING #429 William Wright
May the blessing of God be upon you. May God’s love light all your way. May the grace of Christ enfold
you and peace around you stay. May the Spirit of God dwell within you. May you live in joy each day.

POSTLUDE From Heaven Above to Earth I Come J. Pachelbel

LEADING IN WORSHIP is The Rev. Jason Meyers. Reading the lesson is Dr. Linn Holness. The ministry of
music is offered by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright, Metropolitan Choir  lead singers Chelsea Van
Pelt, Michelle Simmons, Benjamin Stein, Martin Gomes, and Carillonneur Naoko Tsujita.

Church closure notice: December 24, 2021 to January 3, 2022, reopening on January 4,
2022. There is no programming scheduled for the coming week.

NEXT SUNDAY: January 2 - Second Sunday after Christmas
11:00 a.m. Worship - The Rev. Mark Aitchison, preaching

Readings: Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:10-18

WEEKLY PROGRAMS AT MET
Zoom links at metunited.ca

Zoom Bible Study
Wednesdays at Noon resuming Jan. 5, 2022
A weekly consideration and discussion of the scripture passages and attending commentary, led by
Rev. Jason Meyers.

Breakfast Bible Study (Zoom)
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. resuming Jan. 6, 2002
Breaking open the word with Rev. Mark Aitchison.

Evening Communion (Zoom)
Thursdays at 8:00 p.m. resuming Jan. 6, 2022
A short service of word and table.

Saturday Bible Study (Zoom)
Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. resuming Jan. 1, 2022
Led by Christopher Hoover; open at 8:00 a.m. for social time.



GO ON A DIGITAL PILGRIMAGE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

In this time of being away from our church building, you are invited to go on a “digital pilgrimage” and
experience the online worship of another church or different faith tradition. We will gather on Zoom, on
January 6 - the day of Epiphany - at 6:30 p.m. to share our experiences.

SECOND ANNUAL STOCKING DRIVE - THANK YOU!

With your help, we were able to fill more than 100 stockings with Christmas goodies, as well as personal
hygiene items, for distribution at our Winter Community Meal Program. Thank you for supporting this
initiative again this year!

CHRISTMAS SERVICES & CONCERTS

You can find last Sunday’s Candlelight Lessons and Carols service, as well as our Christmas themed
Noon at Met concert with Dr. Patricia Wright, organ, and singers, on our YouTube channel. Subscribe
and stay up to date with the Choir, children and youth programming and more.

PASTORAL CARE
Our ministers are connecting with members and determining the needs of our community during this
challenging time. If you would like a pastoral phone call, you can contact Rev. Jason Meyers at
jasonm@metunited.ca (416-363-0331 ext. 224).

OUR CHRISTMAS THANK OFFERING

Thank you for your always generous support of our Christmas Thank Offering. Our
gifts to Metropolitan support our many ministries and programs, and help transform
lives. You may donate online at metunited.ca/donate, or use your mobile phone’s
camera to scan the QR code to the left. We also accept gifts by e-transfer to
donations@metunited.ca. For those giving weekly, you may include your gift as
part of your Sunday offering, clearly marked “Christmas Thank Offering.”

GIFTS OF SECURITIES — FROM YOU TO METROPOLITAN
A number from our congregation support Met through gifts of securities. Easy to arrange and a way of
supporting Metropolitan other than from your annual income, you will receive a charitable donation
receipt for the full value of the shares AND pay no capital gains tax on any securities given. For info,
please call Doug Flanders at (416) 769-2746 or email dougflanders@sympatico.ca. A legacy. It’s ours to
leave.

Sign up for the Met Connect weekly newsletter
YouTube Facebook Instagram

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA?sub_confirmation=1
mailto:donations@metunited.ca
mailto:dougflanders@sympatico.ca
http://eepurl.com/gDnheD
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.facebook.com/metunited
https://www.instagram.com/metropolitanunitedto/


DIRECTORY
Chair of the Official Board: Kenneth Younie (boardchair@metunited.ca)
Minister of Worship and Faith Formation: The Rev. Jason Meyers, ext. 224 (jasonm@metunited.ca)
Supply Minister: The Rev. Mark Aitchison, ext. 254 (marka@metunited.ca)
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair (malcolms@metunited.ca)
Voluntary Associate Minister: The Rev. Alana Martin, ext. 255 (officiant@metunited.ca)
Children & Youth Ministries Animator: The Rev. Alana Martin (alana@thegoproject.ca)
Teacher: Karlos Griffith (karlosgriffith@rogers.com)
Library: Marion Lick (library@metunited.ca) and Maureen Maguire (vigrass78@gmail.com)

Community Outreach Ministry
Outreach and Housing Worker: Megan Carver, ext. 221 (meganc@metunited.ca)
Outreach and Community Service Coordinator: Stephanie Cunti, ext. 241 (stephaniec@metunited.ca)

Ministry of Music
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar: Joshua Duncan Lee
Metropolitan Choir Lead Singers: Gisele Kulak, Chelsea Van Pelt, Valeria Kondrashov,
Michelle Simmons, Charles Davidson, Benjamin Stein, Nicholas Higgs, John Schneider
Director, Great Heart Youth Ensemble: Benjamin Stein
Conductor, Metropolitan Sparklers: Dr. Jennifer Martyn
Carillonneur: Roy Lee
Director, Metropolitan Silver Band: Fran Harvey

Administrative Ministry
Director of Administration: Jane Tuomi, ext. 222 (janelt@metunited.ca)
Office Administrator: Sheela Taylor, ext. 210 (sheelat@metunited.ca)
Financial Manager: Elena Pejcinovska, ext. 229 (elenap@metunited.ca)
Technical Administrator: Vinoth Thanganadan, ext. 223 (vinotht@metunited.ca)
Communications Specialist: Charles Davidson, ext. 228 (charlesd@metunited.ca)
Property Manager: Frank Cormier, ext. 231 (frankc@metunited.ca)
Custodians: Puvi Kanagalingam, Brian McElwain, ext. 320

56 Queen Street East, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3
Tel. 416.363.0331 Fax. 416.363.7586

Email: metunited@metunited.ca
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