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Welcome & Intention: Rev Sharon Smith  

Presider: Let us take a moment of stillness and 
remember why we are here. 

Presider: We are here because of grace
People: The grace of Jesus the Christ
Presider: We are here because of Love
People: The love of God
Presider: We are here to be in communion

People: the communion of the Spirit 
experienced in relationship. 

Presider: For thousands of years,

indigenous peoples have walked on this 
land; their relationship with the land is at 
the centre of their lives and spirituality.

We are gathered on the traditional territory 
of the Squamish and Tsleil Waututh 
peoples.

All: We acknowledge their stewardship of 
this land.
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Presider: We who come from other lands express 

our gratitude for the blessing of living, 

working, playing, laughing, and loving on 

this beautiful land.

All: Thanks be to God.

Presider: We gather in the name of God,

All: Source of all being, Eternal Word and 

Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day: 

Presider: In this Epiphany of new light

All: We lift our gaze to you, O Light within all 

Light

Presider: to welcome your face in every face

Your heart in all hearts

All: and the fullness of your life within and all 

around us.

Presider: In this Epiphany of new light

All: we open to the your entrance from the 

quiet darkness

Presider: as we welcome you to shine

All: your love, wisdom and peace in and 

through us, Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: On This Day Earth Shall Ring 

On this day earth shall ring

with the song children sing

to the Lord, Christ our king,

born on earth to save us;

him the Father gave us.

Refrain

Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o-o-o,

Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!

His the doom, ours the mirth;

when he came down to earth

Bethlehem saw his birth;

ox and ass beside him

from the cold would hide him. Refrain 

God's bright star, o'er his head,

wise men three to him led,

kneel they low by his bed,

lay their gifts before him,

praise him and adore him.
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Refrain

Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o-o-o,

Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!

On this day angels sing;

with their song earth shall ring,

praising Christ, heaven's king,

born on earth to save us;

peace and love he gave us. Refrain 

Artist: James He Qi 
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Reading 1: “Travelling as Pilgrims” 

by John Philip Newell

One of our great modern Christian prophets of journeying into 

the unknown territory of another tradition in order to give 

and receive was Father Bede Griffiths (1906–1993). He was an 

English Benedictine monk who spent most of his life in India. 

There, he said, he found the other half of his soul. 

Even as a young man entering the strange territory of 

Hinduism and India for the first time, he spoke of journeying 

as a pilgrim. To him, being a pilgrim meant approaching the 

East not only to offer his Christian treasure but also to deeply 

receive the gifts of Hinduism. Think of how different our 

Christian history might have been if we had journeyed as 

pilgrims toward the people and religious traditions of other 

nations. 

Many years ago I was delivering a talk in Ottawa, Ontario, on 

some of the main themes of the prologue to St. John’s Gospel, 

and especially the words “the Light that enlightens every 

person coming into the world” (John 1:9, adapted). In 

attendance that evening was a Canadian Mohawk elder. He 

had been invited to be there to make observations about the 

parallels between his First Nations spirituality and the 

spirituality of the Celtic world.
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At the end of my talk he stood with tears in his 

eyes and said, “As I have been listening to these 

themes, I have been wondering where I would be 

tonight. I have been wondering where my people 

would be tonight. And I have been wondering 

where we would be as a Western world tonight if 

the mission that had come to us from Europe 

centuries ago had come expecting to find light in 

us.”

Artist: Val Stokes



9



10

Song of Response: He Came Down 

He came down that we may have love;

He came down that we may have love;

He came down that we may have love,

Hallelujah forevermore. (Why did he come?)

He came down that we may have peace;

He came down that we may have peace;

He came down that we may have peace,

Hallelujah forevermore. (Why did he come?)

He came down that we may have joy;

He came down that we may have joy;

He came down that we may have joy,

Hallelujah forevermore. (Why did he come?)

He came down that we may have life;

He came down that we may have life;

he came down that we may have life.

Hallelujah forevermore. (Why did he come?)

He came down that we may have light;

He came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light.

Hallelujah forevermore.
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Second Reading: The Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage."

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born.

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 

from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 

Israel.'"

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 

from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 

he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 

for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 

so that I may also go and pay him homage."
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When they had heard the king, they set out; and 

there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 

where the child was. When they saw that the star 

had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 

his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road.

Reflections: Rev Sharon

Artist: Penny Pausch
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Indigenous Translation of the New Testament:

Matthew 2:1-12

Seekers of Wisdom

It was during the days of bad-hearted Chief Looks Brave 

(Herod) that the Chosen One was born in the village of 

House of Bread (Bethlehem) in the Land of Promise 

(Judas).  After his birth, Seekers of of Wisdom (Magi) 

travelling on a long journey from the East came to Village 

of Peace (Jerusalem).

They began to ask around” Where is the one who has 

been born to be chief of the tribes of Wrestles with 

Creator (Israel?) We saw his star where the sun rises and 

have come to humble ourselves before him and humour 

him.”

When Chief Looks Brave heard this, he and all who lived 

in Village of Peace (Jerusalem) were troubled.  He called 

a council of all the head holy men and scroll keepers and 

asked them where the Chosen  One was to be born. 
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“In House of Bread (Bethlehem), the village of the great 

chief Much Loved One (David),” they answered, “This is 

what the ancient prophet said “But you O house of Bread 

(Bethlehem) in the land of Promise (Judas), even though 

you are small, you have a good reputation with the chiefs 

who watch over the land.  From you will come a Great 

Chief who guide my chosen people – the tribes of 

Wrestles with Creator (Israel).”

Then Looks Brave (Herod) called a secret council with the 

Seekers of Wisdom (Magi) to find out when the star first 

appeared.  He then send them to House of Bread 

(Bethlehem) and told them, Look everywhere for the 

child.  Find him and tell me where he is, so that I may also 

come and honor him.”

After listening to Looks Brave (Herod) the Seekers of 

Wisdom, (Magi) went their way.  When they saw the star 

rising in the East, they jumped with joy, and with glad 

hearts they followed until the star stopped and rested 

over the place where the child was.  They went into the 

house and saw the child and his mother, Bitter Tears 

(Mary).  As soon as they saw the child, they bowed down 

to honor him. Then they opened their bundles and gifted 

him with gold, sweet-smelling incense and bitt ointment 

of myrrh. 
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The Seekers of Wisdom (Magi) were warned in a 

dream not to go back to Looks Brave (Herod), so they 

returned to their homeland by a different road. 

Silent Reflection:

The community are invited to respond in silent 

contemplation.

The time ends with the sound of a singing bowl.
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Prayers of Concern: 

(From Iona: A Wee Worship Book, 5th incarnation)

Leader: Let us pray 

Let us pray for light…

where the dark is doubly dark,

where wrong dresses up as right

and even saints can be distracted; 

where life has gone into a tunnel

and all that is known is confusing voices

and stumbling blocks in the darkness. 

where faith and hope and love are in 

ashes. 

needing an angel to blow on them.

Leader: Let us pray for light. 

You are invited to express your prayers silently or aloud.
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Leader: Let us pray for a word from the Lord 

where human words can no longer be 
trusted;

where voices from the past echo loudly 
saying, 
“You are not one of us” 
or “Keep Quiet” 
or “I do not need you an longer.”
or “ You never get it right”:
where the voice of the church has been like 
sweet and sour water from the same rock. 
saying “Welcome” and “Watch it…” 
where the voice of God has seemed silent 
or been submerged beneath jargon. 

Leader: Let us pray for a word from the Lord. 

You are invited to express your prayers silently or aloud.
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Leader: Let us pray for a friend of God…

who will bring encouragement.

where there is despair; 

who will bring company 

where there is loneliness; 

who will listen 

where a hard truth has to be shared; 

who will bring change or conversation

through kindness:

who will speak truth to power; 

who will bring the gift, 

which makes all the difference. 

Leader: Let us pray for a friend of God….

You are invited to express your prayers silently or aloud.

Leader: Help us, most Holy One, 

to hear you

in the words of scripture 

and also to recognize your accent

in the voices of the world. 
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All: Help us to see you 

in the good others do

and in the need

which calls for love or justice.

Leader: Help us 

to love you 

and so to trust you

and follow you.

All: Take from us any desire

for recognition or reward, 

and replace it with the quiet joy 

which comes from knowing 

that we do your will, Amen.

The Light of Peace

A member of the community lights a candle from the Altar 
light and walks it down the aisle and lights a votive candle 
at the back of the church. 

Lighter: We light this candle in the name 
of the Creator. 

We light this candle in the name of 
Christ.

We light this candle in the name of the 
Spirit.
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Presider: May the peace of God – Creator, Christ 

and Holy Spirit be always with you, 

and those you love. 

People: And also with you. 

The community are invited to gesture to one another a sign 

of peace, respecting social distancing. You are invited to 

light candles for people and places that have no peace.

Artist: Michelle Silverman
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Preparing the Table: The Star by Mariah Carey

(instrumental)

The Eucharistic Prayer 

BAS – Eucharistic Prayer # 4

Page 201-203

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: It is right to give you thanks and praise, O 

Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe, 

you are worthy of glory and praise.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider: At your command all things came to be:

the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home; by 

your will they were created and have their 

being.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.
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Presider: From the primal elements you brought 

forth the human race, and blessed us 

with memory, reason, and skill;

you made us the stewards of creation.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider: But we turn against you, and betray your 

trust; and we turn against one another. 

Again and again you call us to return. 

Through the prophets and sages you 

reveal your righteous law.

In the fullness of time you sent your Son, born 

of a woman, to be our Saviour. He was 

wounded for our transgressions, and bruised 

for our iniquities. By his death he opened to 

us the way of freedom and peace.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider: Therefore we praise you, joining with the 

heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with those in 

every generation who have looked to you 

in hope, to proclaim with them your 

glory, in their unending hymn:
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Sung Sanctus (St Brides setting) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full 

Are full of your glory. 

Blessed is the One who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Presider: Blessed are you, Lord our God, for 

sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on 

the night he was handed over to 

suffering and death, took bread, said 

the blessing, broke the bread, gave it 

to his friends, and said, "Take this, 

and eat it:

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me."

In the same way, after supper, he took 

the cup of wine; he gave you thanks, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me."
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People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider: Gracious God, we recall the death of your 
Son Jesus Christ, we proclaim his 
resurrection and ascension, and we look 
with expectation for his coming as Lord of 
all the nations. We who have been 
redeemed by him, and made a new people 
by water and the Spirit, now bring you 
these gifts.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this 
offering of your Church, that we who eat 
and drink at this holy table may share the 
divine life of Christ our Lord.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider: Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth 
and make it your new creation. Gather your 
Church together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, where peace and justice 
are revealed, that we, with all your people, 
of every language, race, and nation, may 
share the banquet you have promised; 
through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all 
honour and glory are yours, creator of all.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer (Sung):

All: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Fraction (Breaking of Bread):

Presider: We break this bread 

To share in the body of Christ

All: We, being many, are one body,

For we all share in the one bread.

Invitation to the Table:

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God

People: Thanks be to God. 

Communion: 

All people are welcome to receive Communion of one 

kind (Wafers). Gluten free wafer are available upon 

request.

Please wear your mask and sanitize your hands before 

receiving. We ask that you wait until you have returned 

to your seat before removing your mask and 

consuming 

the wafer.

While the communion is being administered, we 

respectfully ask that you keep the silence. 

Candle lighting during this time is welcomed.
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Communion Hymns: 

Born in the Night 

Born in the night, Mary’s child, 

a long way from your home: 

coming in need, Mary’s child, 

born in a borrowed room.

Clear shining light, Mary’s child

your face lights up our way:

light of the world, Mary’s child,

dawn on our darkened day. 

Truth of our life, Mary’s child, 

you tell us God is good: 

prove it is true, Mary’s child. 

go to your cross of wood. 

Hope of the world, Mary’s child, 

you’re coming soon to reign: 

king of the earth, Mary’s child, 

walk in our streets again.
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Seek Ye First 

Refrain 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

Allelu, alleluia 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God

and God’s righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia

Refrain

Ask and it shall be given unto you; 

seek and you shall find; 

knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia 

Refrain
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Announcements

Blessing:
(From Iona: A Wee Worship Book, 5th incarnation)

Presider: Now may God who brought us

Into the joyous light of this new day

Bring us to the guiding light of eternity.

All: God Above us, God beneath us

God behind us, God before us,

God in quiet, God in danger,

God in heart of friend and stranger.

Ament.
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Sending out Song: Shine, Jesus, Shine 

Lord, the light of your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us

Set us free by the truth you now bring us

Shine on me, shine on me

Refrain 

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be Light.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence

From the shadows into your radiance

By the blood I may enter your brightness

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness

Refrain 
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Dismissal: (Isaiah 60) 

Presider: Arise, shine; for your light has come, and 

the Glory of the Lord shines upon you. 

People: Thanks be to God.

Artist: Robert Cunningham


