
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BRANFORD  

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

December 19, 2021 10:00 AM 

Gathering...in God’s Presence 

Prelude Macht höh die Tur, Böhm - Phil Rinehart 

Lighting The Candle of The Candle of Love - Brown Family 

Advent Response Light up the Darkness - FCCB Choir 

Introit FCCB Choir 

Welcome Kerry Stewart 

Call to Celebration Scarletrose 

We are seeking— 



deeper faith,  

a place to belong,  

the feeling that God is here in this room. 

We are seeking— 

joy that overflows,  

the movement of the Spirit,  

a hand to hold, when alone in the dark. 

We are seeking— 

the freedom to be,  

the courage to love,  

the conviction to act in the face of injustice. 

We are seeking, but here in this space, 

We are found. 

Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary. 

God is here. We are found. Amen 

We are seeking, but here in this space, 

We are found. 

Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary. 

God is here. We are found. Amen. 

Gathering Prayer Ellie 

Hymn of Praise O Come All Ye Faithful 



Prayer of Confession Scarletrose 

God of safe spaces, we wish we were more like Mary, who in the 

face of great change, went and sought help. She did not wait for 

help to find her; she walked to the shelter she needed. Too often we 

wait silently for the world to change around us instead of speaking 

up for the things we need. Forgive us for failing to care for 

ourselves the way you would care for us. Give us the courage to be 

more like Mary.  

God of safe places, we wish we were more like Elizabeth, who 

greeted Mary with laughter and contagious joy. How many people 

have crossed our doorstep and how many times have we failed to 

see them? Give us the courage of Mary, and the grace of Elizabeth. 

Gratefully we pray, Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness Kerry Stewart 

Family of faith, even if we miss the person standing on our doorstep, 

even if we fail to care for ourselves the way God would care for us, even 

if we forget and ignore, turn away and shut down, God still loves us. 

There is nothing we can do to lose God’s love. 

Rest in this promise:  

If we get lost,  

we will be found.  

If we mess up,  

we are forgiven.  

If we withhold love,  

God is lavish in loving us.  

We are claimed. We are loved. We are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Morning Prayers & Silence Ellie 



The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Offering Scarletrose 

Offertory Estampie, Dowland - Phil Rinehart 

Doxology 

We offer incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant king, to offer gifts, The 

King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. Hail, hail 

the Word made flesh, whom we await and hope to come; Joy, joy, for 

Christ is come, the babe, the son of Mary. 

Dedication Kerry Stewart 

Hymn of Reflection My Soul Cries Out 

Life Among the Believers Kerry Stewart 

Mission Moment 

Receiving...God’s Word for us 

Scripture Reading  

Luke 1:39-55 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=506538878  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

Christmas Pageant A Very Mixed-Up Christmas Pageant 



 

Hymn: O Holy Night  

Piano Solo: The First Noel, Eliza  

Go Tell it on the Mountain, Entire Cast  

Silent Night: Tessa, Ellie, and Eliza  

Hymn: Joy to the World 

Benediction Kerry Stewart 

Commissioning 

And All God’s People said Come Emmanuel! 

Postlude Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, Fausch - Phil Rinehart 

Worship Leaders: Kerry Stewart, Scarletrose, Ellie, Philip Rinehart, 

Katie Jones, FCCB Choir, Brown Family 

Time of Offering: We are so very grateful for your generosity. It 

makes a real difference. Every little bit of your generosity counts 

and we thank you so much. FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 

06405 Thank you for being the Church! 


