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“King Like No Other” 
Selected Texts 

Delivered at Central Baptist Church on December 24, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 01) What a wonderful service.  Thank you to Corey and the team for 
the incredible music!  I want to take a few minutes now to help us respond to the birth 
of Jesus Christ.  In Jesus’ own day there were three different responses to his birth.  
These three responses have been repeated down through the centuries and they are 
still the three basic responses of people during this Christmas season. 

o So, what are the three responses we can have to Jesus?  We can kill him, ignore 
him, or crown him.  Kill him, ignore him, or crown him.   

 Let’s look at each of these as we consider our own response to Jesus this 
Christmas. 

 
KILL HIM 

 The first response we can have to Jesus is to (SHOW SLIDE 02) Kill him. 
o Historically we see this response in King Herod.  Here is what we read in 

Matthew 2:1-2: (SHOW SLIDE 03) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2) 

 Herod is the king.  And so, Herod thought to himself, “There’s only room for one king 
and that’s me.  This Jesus must be removed.  I’ll kill him before his influence and grow 
and spread through society.” 

o And so we read that (SHOW SLIDE 04) [Herod] sent and killed all the male 
children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under. 
(Matthew 2:16) 

 Mary and Joseph managed to escape with Jesus before this slaughter 
took place.  

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 05) Yet Jesus often met this same hostile response in his life.  It 
happened because he claimed to be God in human flesh, claimed to be able to forgive 
sins, and called people to commit their entire lives to him.   

o Jesus’ call for people’s total allegiance clashed with each person’s desires to be 
their own little kings and queens. It all came to a head when Jesus was arrested.   

 We read that the crowd (SHOW SLIDE 06) They cried out, “Away with 
him, away with him, crucify him!” (John 19:15) 

 The first response to Jesus’ coming into the world that first Christmas was to kill him.  
(SHOW TITLE SLIDE 07) And, of course, this same response continues in our day. 

o There are many parts of the world where it is illegal to be a Christian.  There are 
many places where to speak the name of Jesus means persecution or even 
death.   

 While this is thankfully not the case here, many people view Jesus and Christianity as a 
threat to society that must be removed as much as possible.   
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o As long as Jesus remains private and hidden behind the walls of our churches 
then most are fine, but hostility quickly arises when we talk about Jesus’ claim to 
be the only way to God, Jesus’ claim that are sinners who need forgiveness, or 
Jesus’ teachings on sexuality.  

 Many choose the path of Herod and that is to remove Jesus so that his 
influence cannot grow or spread in society. Like the people of Jesus 
day, we want to be our own kings and queens and this simply does not 
fit with Jesus’ call to give our entire lives to him.   

 
IGNORE HIM 

 The second response to the birth of Christ, and a response that is probably even more 
common today, is not to kill him, but simply to (SHOW SLIDE 08) Ignore him. 

o At the time Jesus was to be born, Caesar commanded everyone in the Roman 
Empire to travel to their hometown in order to register their names for a census.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 09) Joseph took his very pregnant wife Mary to his 
hometown of Bethlehem, but when they tried to check in at the local 
inn, someone there, probably the innkeeper, told them it was full.    

 We don’t know the exact details of this, but he probably said, “I wish I could help, but 
this child isn’t my concern.  I am very busy and have to work to care for my own 
family.  I’m so sorry.  There is a stable.  You are welcome to stay there if you like.  And 
now I must get back to work.”   

o And so, the innkeeper missed the birth of God’s promised Messiah, not because 
he was hostile, but simply because was too busy with his life and too wrapped 
up in his own priorities to even see what was really happening.  And so, we read 
that (SHOW SLIDE 10) 7 And [Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. (Lk 2:7) 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 11) It seems to me that this is the most common response to Jesus 
in our day as well.  Most people in Victoria are not hostile to Jesus or to Christians.  In 
fact, they may even have a high regard for Jesus and believe that Christianity is a force 
for good in society. 

o Yet most are like the innkeeper – they just can’t find room for Jesus in their busy 
lives.  There’s so much going on. Kids to raise.  Bills to pay.  Vacations to plan.  
School to finish.  Jobs to work.  And we’re just trying to get through Covid. 

 But as an old Scottish preacher named James Stewart says, “Christ refuses to be 
ignored.” 

o There are many facts and events we can ignore in this world.  I can ignore the 
Queen of England and whatever news events just happened in Sydney, Australia.  
However, there are also many facts and events that I cannot ignore such as the 
red light in front of me, my mortgage payments, or my four children. 

 And the one thing I cannot ignore is Jesus.  You see, the message of Christmas begins 
with the fact that although God created each of us, we will all face judgement when we 
die because we have not loved God or worshipped him.  Yet, God is a God of love.   



 3 

o The message of Christmas is that God sent His Son, Jesus, into this world, not to 
condemn us, but to save us.  He is not just some great teacher in history like 
Buddha.  He is God in human flesh.  He died on the cross to rescue us from 
judgement.  He offers eternal life to anyone who will come to him.  As Jesus 
himself said, (SHOW SLIDE 12) Whoever believes in [God’s Son] is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already. (John 3:18) 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) So we may ignore him, but he refuses to be 
ignored.  He says that how we respond to him will determine our 
eternal destiny. 

 
CROWN HIM 

 Well, let us turn to the final response to Jesus’ birth.  Herod’s answer was to kill him.  
The innkeeper’s answer was to ignore him.  But the proper response is not to kill him or 
ignore him.  It is to (SHOW SLIDE 14) crown him. 

o By this I mean to bow the knee to him as our king.  To seek his pardon for our 
sins.  To commit our entire lives to him.  We could look at the wise men who 
came to worship him.  But there is another man who appears in the stories of 
Jesus’ birth. 

 His name is Simeon.  He is an old man.  In Luke 2 we read, (SHOW SLIDE 15) And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ. (Luke 2:26) 

o Christ is not Jesus’ last name.  Christ means “Messiah.”  God’s chosen one – God 
long-promised king who would come to defeat our worst enemies – our sin that 
condemns us, death that defeats us all, and the evil powers.  God’s promised 
king would make the world right again. 

 Simeon was looking for this king who would save us.  And when Mary and Jospeh 
brought the child Jesus to the temple to be dedicated, we read that (SHOW SLIDE 16) 
28 [Simeon] took [Jesus] up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are 
letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen 
your salvation.” (Lk 2:28-30) 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 17) This is the message of Christmas: Jesus is God’s king who 
has come to save us.   

 The hard news to hear is that we cannot save ourselves.  We need a 
king who is powerful enough to conquer our hearts, to save us from 
judgement, and to rescue us from death itself.  We need a king who can 
make the world right again because we make such a mess of it. 

 Do you not long for a world where things are put right again?  Do you not long for a 
world where racism does not exist, where there are no mental health problems, where 
cancer and murder are forgotten words because they no longer have any meaning? 

o Listen, this is why Jesus came into this world!  He is the rescuing king who has 
the power to make all the wrongs become right.  He is the rescuing king who has 
the power to fix that which is broken.  He is the rescuing king who has the power 
to renew the world. 
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 The Bible declares that a day is coming when Jesus will return to do all 
of this.  On that day God will renew the earth, rid it of all sin and evil, 
and God will dwell on the earth with his people.  Revelation 21:4 says, 

(SHOW SLIDE 18) “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4) 

 Jesus is God’s long-promised king who came into the world to rescue us.   
o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 19) Do want your sins forgiven?  Do you want to escape 

death?  Do you want to live forever with your Creator on a renewed earth? 
 God offers it all to you for free.  You simply have to bow your knee to 

king Jesus.  Ask him to forgive your sins and receive you into his 
kingdom.  And he promises to rescue you.   

 I want to give you an opportunity to respond to this good news right now.  I will put a 
sample prayer on the screen.  These are not magic words but if you pray them from 
your heart, Jesus will save you. 

 
(SHOW SLIDE 20) 
Dear God, 
I know that I am not worthy to be accepted by you. I am guilty of rebelling against you and 
ignoring you. I need forgiveness. 
Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, to die for me that I may be forgiven. Thank you that 
he rose from the dead to give me new life. 
Please forgive me and change me, that I may live with Jesus as my king.  
Amen. 
 


