
May the Baby Jesus, God incarnate, the Word made flesh, our living Savior be with you in this New Year 
2020.  

Every New Year starts the same way.  We have the New Years Eve parties with food and drink to cele-
brate the coming year.  And usually followed by guilt.    

We feel guilty about how much we ate, which usually tops the list of resolutions for the New Year.  After 
all eating is always followed by gain.  

I offer a different way to think about resolutions.  In our confession we talk about what we have done and 
what we have left undone.  Think about in your thoughts and words and deeds what comes to mind?  

Who is involved?  Or, is it about giving time, talent or treasure?  Is it small or large in your mind?    

Thank God for Jesus.  Thank Him for the forgiveness that we have in Christ Our Savior.    

This year remember Acts 2: 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to himself.  

In baptism we received the Holy Spirit. Jesus drawing us to Himself.  Be resolute in devoting Yourself to 
the teachings passed down by the Apostles about the Word about Jesus.  Devote this year to the teachings 
and the fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayers 

 

Peace be to all, 

Pastor Karl P. Glander 

Christmas Eve at Bethlehem 

Bethlehem News 

Bethlehem’s Christmas Ham “Baskets” Delivered to Tice Elementary School 
This year the Bethlehem congregation provided 100 hams and fixings to needy families at Tice Elementary 
school.  We raised $880 at our November dinner, and received a $100 gift card from Publix, to buy the hams 
and the congregation donated the fixings to accompany them. The hams and bags of groceries were deliv-
ered on December 18th by Pastor Glander, Pam and Paul Rugenstein, Sandy and Doug Grage and Holly 
Bell  (see pictures below). Thanks to Paul, for leading the effort, and to all those who contributed and helped 
pack the bags!   
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LWML 

Jan Bradtmiller donated a hand-
made quilt and a prayer shawl again 
this year to the Ladies Guild as a 
Missions fundraiser. Tickets will be 
available at church on Sundays and 
dinner nights during January and 
February with the winners to be de-
cided February 23rd. 
 

February is Bethlehem’s LWML 
month. Our Ladies Guild supports 
the National LWML by doing our 
part toward financial support of 
their designated Mission Projects. 
We do that by collecting Mite boxes 
and envelopes at our church asking 
donations of pocket change and oth-
er cash donations. For this purpose 
our designated “Muffins for Mites” 
Sunday will be February 9th. Bethle-
hem Ladies will bring freshly baked 
muffins to church to be sold as your 
fellowship snack or for you to take 
home.  
 

January and February the Ladies 
will be sewing dresses and shorts for 
children to be sent either to Haiti or 
Guatemala. This is a Mission project 
our Ladies Guild has done for sever-
al years. The sewing dates in Janu-
ary are the 7th and 21st at 9:00 am.  
 

The Sunday’s in January and Febru-
ary we will also take donations of 
children’s under wear for “Undie-
Sunday’s”. There will be a receptacle 
inside both entry doors. 
Thanks so much for your help with 
these important projects.   

Pam  
 

STEWARDSHIP 

It's the beginning of another year 
and a time for each of us to reflect 
on how and if we can do more to 
be better stewards in Christ. Stew-
ardship consists of the three T's: 
Time, Talent. and Treasure. 
 

We each have talents that can be 
used at Bethlehem: reading the 
gospel, being an usher, participat-
ing in our annual Vacation Bible 
School, making dishes for monthly 
dinners, decorating the church on 
special occasions, altar duty, sign-
ing up for kitchen duty, etc. 
 

Our contribution of time is im-
portant in being a good Bethlehem 
steward. Attending church on a 
regular basis and helping with var-
ious tasks at the church to ease the 
burden on those who regularly 
participate in some way. 
 

Of course, when we think about 
Stewardship, it's the contribution 
of treasure - our weekly monetary 
offering we think of most. And 
make no mistake, our monetary 
contributions are vital to Bethle-
hem. We should review what we 
are giving, do it on a regular basis, 
and ask if we can do more. 
 

Thank you for being a good stew-
ard in Christ and we pray you will 
continue to find ways in the new 
year to be an even better stew-
ard...    

Stewardship Committee 

As 2019 comes to an end, I thought I 
would reflect just a bit on some of 
what went on in our church.  Bethle-
hem had an exciting year in educa-
tion. On Palm Sunday we confirmed 
three excited young people. We had 
a very successful Vacation Bible 
School and started a youth group. 
Three young students also studied 
and trained to be new acolytes. 
Adult education met for Bible study 
on Sundays and Wednesday morn-
ings. An exciting year of learning 
about and serving our Lord!  

See photo below of the December Youth 
group meeting. 

Continue to yearn to learn! 

Sandy 

  

THRIVENT 

Michael Joeckel, Thrivent Financial 
Associate will present "Suddenly 
Single, Know what to do when you lose 
a loved one.” Thrivent will sponsor a 
light lunch followed by the pro-
gram on Sunday January 12 follow-
ing church service.. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Bethlehem at Christmas December Youth Group Meeting 



op or grow in. This is an important finding. We know that 
these five characteristics in a Christian correlate with 
more regular and fruitful engagement in spiritual conver-
sations. We also know that the absence of these character-
istics correlates with having fewer spiritual conversations.  

What does this mean? It means that any of us can grow 
and become, more and more over tine, an EAGER conver-
sationalist.  

The key characteristics are shown in the graphic below. 

Next month– the Spiritual Conversation Curve 

Richard Gerlach 

Council President 

 

(We spent several Sunday morning bible study 
sessions last year reviewing this study.  It 
compares how people shared their faith with 
others in a 1993 study versus how they share 
their faith today.  Here are excerpts:) 

If the Barna research found that Eager 
Conversationalists were all natural-born 
extroverts with the spiritual gift of evan-
gelism, that would not be tremendously 
helpful. (Guess we could pray that more 
Christians would be born as extroverts 
with the spiritual gift of evangelism.) 
 

But that’s NOT what the research found, 
quite the opposite. Eager Conversational-
ists do have a lot in common with each 
other, but temperament and spiritual gifts 
aren’t on the list. It turns out Eager Con-
versationalists tend to have certain charac-
teristics that are possible for every Chris-
tian to develop. Eager Conversationalists 
are people who: 

• Embrace the Gospel and its claims about 
sin and salvation. 

• Apply spiritual disciplines in the every-
day lives. 

• Grasp the calling to be a witness for Je-
sus. 

• Expect spiritual conversations to happen 
in everyday life. 

• Respond confidently to the non-
Christians they talk to 

Notice that everything on this list is a hab-
it or posture that any Christian can devel-
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Lutheran Hour Ministries/BARNA Study Published -”How Christians’ 

approach to faith sharing has changed in 25 years” 

JANUARY 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

6   1 PM  

LWML 

 

7 8 

10:30 Bible Study 

9 4-7 PM 

Chicken 

 Dinner 

10 11 

1210:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

13 14 15 

10:30 Bible Study 

16 17 18 

19 10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

20 21 22 

10:30 Bible Study 

23 24 25 

26 10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

Voters’ Meeting 

(After worship) 

27 28 29 

10:30 Bible Study 

30 31 

6:30  Youth Group            

 



 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 
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Website:  www.blcefm.org            

Email: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

Phone: 239-694-3878  

Sunday Worship 

9:00AM  Bible Study and Sun 

School 

9:45-10:30  Fellowship Time 

10:30 AM    Worship Service 
 

Rev. Karl Glander 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

239-293-1489                            

Organist: Holly Bell 

Church Secretary: Linda Kirsch 

           Prayer Chain Needs 

Do you know that Bethlehem has a  prayer chain 

that prays for the sick, dying and hurting needs 

of our church family?                                                    

Call or email Linda at (239) 693-5026 or    

jlkirsch3@comcast.net                                                         

Your needs will be taken to the Lord!  

                              Elders                        Altar Guild        

January 5 
Communion 

Kurt Laser     

Ron Mueller 
Betty  

Willis 

  &  

Karen 

Johnson 

January 12 Edison Johnson 

January 19 
Communion 

John Wittenberg 

Paul Rugenstein 

 

January 26 Kurt Laser 

  JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Mike Pfaff 

5 Rollin Duckwitz; Jan Larson 

5 Gary Schaeffer 

15 Edison Johnson 

16 George Fornoff 

20 Linda Kirsch 

23 Dean Hinrichs 

26 Janice Bradtmiller 

28 Caydence Albert 

29 Chip Rinehart 

31 Linda Hedrick 

 JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Karen and Edison Johnson 

15 Rita and Norm Wellman 

17 Debbie and Frank Jack 

22 Gale and Melvin Smith 

May God Bless Each One of You As  

We Celebrate Your Special Day! 

Special Need 

Ushers needed. Greet people, provide them 

with bulletins, assist with offering, assist 

with Communion. Men and women wanted. 

             

A Bethlehem member wished to share this poem 

I was shocked, confused, bewildered as I entered Heaven's door,  

Not by the beauty of it all, Nor the lights or its decor.  
 

But it was the folks in Heaven who made me sputter and gasp  

the thieves, the liars, the sinners, the alcoholics and the trash.  

There stood the kid from seventh grade who swiped my lunch money 
twice.  
 

Next to Him was my old neighbor who never said anything nice.  

Bob, who I always thought was rotting in hell,  

was sitting pretty on cloud nine, Looking incredibly well.  
 

I nudged Jesus, "What's the deal? I would love to hear your take.  

How'd all these sinners get up here? God must've made a mistake.  

'And why is everyone so quiet, So somber - give me a clue."  

"Hush, child,' He said, 'They're all in shock. No one thought they'd be 
seeing you."  
 

JUDGE NOT! Remember, just going to church doesn't make you a 
Christian any more than standing in your garage makes you a car. 
Every saint has a PAST... Every sinner has a FUTURE! Now it's your 
turn... to share this poem. Life without God is like an unsharpened 
pencil... it has no point 


