
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BRANFORD  
Epiphany Sunday, Holy Communion  

January 2, 2022 10:00 AM


Gathering...in God’s Presence


Prelude Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming


Introit Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow


Welcome Rev. Joseph Perdue


Call to Celebration Julia Perdue


Jesus said,  
We come to this place—  
each of us on our own path.  
The path is winding,  



and the path is not always clear,  
and the path changes,  
but we are here.  
God is walking us home.  
What a gift it is  
to not walk alone.  
Let us worship Holy God.


Gathering Prayer Julia Perdue


Hymn of Praise We Three Kings


Call to Confession Julia Perdue


Prayer of Confession Julia Perdue


God of changed plans,  
The Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new 
way home—a different path, an untraveled road. And to 
our amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed their 
bags and went home by another way.  
We wish that change could be easy for us, but more often 
than not, when whispers of change come, we tend to 
clench our fists and hold on tighter.  
Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy.  
Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road 
home. Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation.  
Guide our steps to unfamiliar places.  
Gratefully we pray, amen.




Words of Forgiveness Rev. Joseph Perdue


So, hear and believe this good news:  
No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are 
claimed, loved, and held by God. Thanks be to God for a 
love like that.


Morning Prayers & Silence Julia Perdue


God of The Way,  
We all have roads we travel.  
We travel emotional roads—  
the narratives we tell ourselves,  
the mental places we revisit again and again,  
the assumptions and the fears we know by heart.  
Then there are physical roads—  
the places in our lives that we walk every day, grocery stores 
and coffee stands,  
subways and carpool lines.  
And then there are roads of our society—  
the paths carved out that we are expected to follow, dress 
and etiquette, education and rules,  
so many things unspoken, but built in stone all the same.  
So today we remember the Magi—  
who traveled, who knows how long, down a dusty road to get 
to you.  
Holy God, we too want to be people that travel  
mental, physical, and cultural roads to get to you.  
We want to gather in your sanctuary. We want to remember 
you in our prayers. We want our hearts to know the way 
home,  



the way back to you, by perfect memory.  
Help us get to that place, for we long to be journeying toward 
you.


In addition to the road the Magi traveled to you,  
we also remember the road they took home—  
a road home by another way.  
So, God, when the world cries out for violence and 
vengeance, show us that road—show us home by another 
way.  
And when the world cries out in scarcity and fear,  
show us that road—show us home by another way.  
And when we find ourselves on a path that could hurt us, 
show us that road—show us home by another way.  
God we are walking.  
This life is a journey.


Please take a moment to pray in silence.


Be in our steps, that we might be led to you.  
Be in our eyes, that we might see you.  
Be in our hearts, that we might be brave enough to go home 
by another way.  
Now with the confidence of children, we pray together, 
saying. . .


The Lord’s Prayer Julia Perdue  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And 



lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.


Receiving...God’s Word for us


Anthem


Scripture Reading Julia Perdue  
Isaiah 60:1-6 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=507733925  
Matthew 2:1-12 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=507733953


Sermon Home by Another Way - Rev. Joseph Perdue


Hymn of Reflection What Child is This


The Sacrament of Communion


Invitation


Communion Prayer


People of Advent: the Lord be with you!  
And also with you!  
People of Christmas, lift up your hearts.  
We lift our hearts overwhelmed with grace to the One 
who was born for us.  
People of the Star, offer your songs of joy and thanksgiving to 
God.  
We will sing our praises to the One  

https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/1748?id=54348.1767.1.6c9a0ab3319fc45c5d3098b5127c481e
https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/1748?id=54348.1768.1.cd600e9fa032cc1336e6382214f71321


who has revealed glory and hope in the Babe of 
Bethlehem.


Holy, holy, holy, God of bright dawns!  
All creation renders tributes of praise to you.  
Hosanna in the highest!


Blessed is the One who saves the lives of the needy.  
Hosanna in the highest!


Christ came, the morning star of love;  
Christ died, the night star of salvation;  
Christ was raised, the radiant star of resurrection;  
Christ will come again, the constellation of hope.


Words of Remembering


Prayer of Consecration


Sharing the Elements


Prayer of Thanksgiving


Communion Hymn The First Noel


Responding...to God’s Love


Life Among the Believers Rev. Joseph Perdue


Call to Offering Julia Perdue




The Magi came bearing gifts, because that is what we do 
when we love someone. We prepare. We celebrate. We drop 
off casseroles and flowers. We bring gifts. It has always been 
that way.  
So today, we are invited to do the same for God. We are 
invited to bring our gifts as  
a sign of our love. And instead of gold, we’ll give our tithes 
and offerings. Instead of frankincense, we’ll give our talents 
and our energy. Instead of myrrh, we’ll give our time.  
We give because we love. It has always been that way. Let us 
give our tithes and our offerings now.


Offertory Away in a Manger


Doxology


Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise God all creatures here below,  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


Dedication Rev. Joseph Perdue


Hymn of Dedication Angels from the Realms of Glory


Benediction Rev. Joseph Perdue


Commissioning Julia Perdue


And All God’s People said Amen!




Postlude For unto us a Child is Born


Worship Leaders: Rev. Joseph Perdue, Julia Perdue


Time of Offering: We are so very grateful for your 
generosity. It makes a real difference. Every little bit of 
your generosity counts and we thank you so much. 
FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405 Thank you for 
being the Church!


