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THE JUSTICE & PEACE COMMISSION 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston & Anglican Diocese of Ontario 

April 22, 2021 – 2pm – Earth Day! 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present:  Blaine Barclay, Mary-Jo Mackinnon-Simms, Nadia Gundert, Sharon Dunlop, Bronek Korczynski, Sophie Kiwala, 
Valerie Kelly, Wayne Varley   
Regrets: Leigh Smith 
Guest: Dianne Aziz, Community Engagement Committee, St. Vincent de Paul Society arriving at 2:30pm; Taylor Lynch, 
Community Engagement Co-ordinator at the Adelaide St. Mission [formerly Good Shepherd Legacy Centre] 
 
Prayer:          Blaine 
Blaine opened the meeting with prayer.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
-Valerie noted the correct title of the SVDP committee to read, Community Engagement Committee 
 
Approval of Minutes of Feb 25, 2021 
Moved by Mary-Jo Mackinnon and seconded by Bronek Korczynski the Minutes be accepted as presented.  Carried 
The March 2021 meeting was cancelled due to lack of attendance. 
 
Business arising from Minutes February 
-nothing 
 
Other items for discussion:   

• Discussion: Commission and SVDP (Dianne Aziz) - http://www.svdpkingston.com/  
• Partnering SVDP – Dianne spoke briefly to the CAC Summary (purpose, objectives, mission & projects) and 

shared the value of connecting with the local faith communities.  Dianne would like a member, or rotating 
members, of the Commission to join the Board making a two-year commitment.  There is some concern about 
meeting that requirement.  Dianne would also like the Commission to help secure a doner base.  Bronek noted 
the Archdiocese of Kingston’s Ash Wednesday donations (and the Archdiocese’s 5-year financial commitment) 
were for SVDP.  Dianne wants to brainstorm and plan while covid restrictions are in place and implement 
programs/activities when the building opens (early 2023?).  We had considerable discussion on possibilities. 

• Bronek moved that the Commission make a 2-year commitment to with members attending on a rotation basis 
and to revisit ways to partner with SVDP.  Seconded by Blaine Barclay.  Carried.  [a number of members have 
indicated they are not available to join in the rotation as their schedules are too full as it is] 

 
Member announcements & brief updates: 

• Youth Ministry                                                                          Nadia 
o A virtual evening with musician Josh Blakesley and discussion is planned for all ages on the theme of 

hope (May 4?) 
o The CCCB message to young people is still being drafted - will be going out to young people hopefully 

this year.   Nadia working on this committee.  
o Youth ministry AGM (virtually in June on theme of accompaniment) 
o Especially during covid protocols, connecting is even more important; Nadia has been reaching out to 

school chaplains, parishes and young adult ministries 
 

http://www.svdpkingston.com/
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o Parish outreach ministries continue to be challenging at present 
o Catholic Education Week is the second week of May; theme Nurturing Hope 

https://www.ocsta.on.ca/resources/catholic-education-week-resources-2/  
 

• Religious Education      Mary-Jo 
o Sr. Nuala Kenney – virtual presentation on May 5th - her book, Rediscovering the Art of Dying – Sr. Nuala 

will be presenting in response to the newly revised MAID bill 
o Dr. Leoni is offering a 12-1pm session on palliative care, May 20th 
o Pope Francis has declared this the year of St. Joseph – a presentation evening on St. Joseph being 

planned for Tuesday evenings via Zoom (details tba) 
o Prison Ministry Training: creating a facilitator’s book and a volunteer handbook since in-person training 

cannot occur during the pandemic 
 

• Prison Ministry      Sharon 
o See report 
o Doctrine of Discovery documentary and study program begins May 5th via St. James Anglican Church 
o Establishing a “sleeping mat” project – inmates to make mats – with thanks to Sophie for suggestion 

 
• Diocesan Programs      Wayne 

o Slide deck from UNHCR 
o Worship material available on the Diocese of Ontario website related to social action and justice 
o Welcomed Taylor Lynch to the Adelaide Street Mission and commended her work 

 
• PWRDF       Sophie 

o Plans for the launch of the cookbook fund-raiser for PWRDF are underway; a link to donate recipes will 
be made available 

o PWRDF is building on work done in 2016 by installing 50 (more) solar suitcases in rural medical clinics in 
Mozambique.  “A Light for Every Birth” will bringing light to rural women giving birth in the dark. More 
information at: https://pwrdf.org/solarsuitcases2021/  
 

• St. Mary’s Outreach Centre    Blaine 
o The centre is in need of volunteers! Wayne invited Blaine to make a written submission to the diocesan 

weekly newsletter to broaden the search 
o Approximately 30 people per day receive meals with 7,800 over the first year of the centre’s existence 
o Community garden (formerly run by St. George’s Cathedral) at Days & Front Roads has produced over 

2,200 pounds of produce, much of which has been made into outstanding Italian soup for the centre  
o Part of the Food Rescue Program 

 
• DOORS (Diocese of Ontario Refugee Support)  Bronek/Nadia 

o Three Loyalist College volunteers from Belleville have helped the coordinator (Mimi) with outreach into 
the broader community 

o Especially due to the pandemic, the need continues and will likely rise; it is estimated there are now 80 
million displaced persons around the world 

o Continue to promote within both dioceses by increasing awareness and continuing financial support 
o Bronek is the liaison person between DOORS and the Archbishop 
o Refugee proposals from Bronek and Nadia to the Archdiocese continue to be under review 
o Wayne noted the Diocese of Ontario’s commitment to DOORS 

https://www.ocsta.on.ca/resources/catholic-education-week-resources-2/
https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-to-bring-solar-power-to-50-more-mozambican-clinics/
https://pwrdf.org/solarsuitcases2021/
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• Green Group      Valerie 

o Due to complications via Eventbrite, there will be a rerun of the Webinar on Creation Care in places of 
Worship on Wednesday May 12th, 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom 

o A Green Group YouTube channel will have a permanent link:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcqEVIclzjMRCBkQwLo297g  
 

• Kingston Faith and Justice Coalition   Leigh 

The Faith and Justice Coalition has sent letters on the following: 

o the just distribution of vaccines. 
o the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
o concerns about China's Huawei 5G network. 
o the possible return of mining pollution to Grassy Narrows. 
o updating the Environmental Protection Act. 
o removal of mandatory prison sentences for drug possession as they focus on First Nations and black 

persons. 

Leigh moved, as a member of St. George's Parish Council, that we thank the Free Spirit Peer Support Group at 
the CSC Regional Treatment Centre for their donations to Lunch by George. 

• Development & Peace     Bronek 
o The Archbishop is considering creating a new fund-raising model that may be moving away from 

supporting D&P 
o No further information is available at this time 

 
Discussion items for next meeting:  

Adjournment – moved by Mary-Jo to adjourn at 3:45pm 

Next meeting: May 27, 2021 – 2pm 

EARTH DAY PRAYER: God of Love, let there be greening. Renew our commitment, call us to life and send us to act for 
the love of creation and for the healing of the Earth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.   

MISSION STATEMENT:  We, the Justice and Peace Commission of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston and the 
Anglican Diocese of Ontario, united by the Holy Spirit in our common commitment to the social imperatives of the 

Gospel, promote the understanding and practice of Christian Social Teaching,                                                                           
as we work and pray for the coming of the Kingdom. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcqEVIclzjMRCBkQwLo297g

