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Justice and Peace Commission 

January 28, 2021 – 1:30pm – Zoom 

MINUTES 

Present: Bronek Korczynski, Wayne Varley, Nadia Gundert, Mary-Jo MacKinnon-Simms, Leigh 
Smith, Sophie Kiwala, Blaine Barclay, Valerie Kelly 

Regrets: Sharon Dunlop 

Welcome – Valerie opened with Prayer at 1:30pm 

Check-in/Up-date – each member shared an up-date of their personal and ministry activities.  
This check-in revealed the varied ministries of each member which reflects on the broader 
community’s needs of poverty, homelessness, affordable housing, food insecurity, on-going 
refugee actions, prison ministry, social justice, mental health and systemic issues.   

• A new weekly “PWRDF Friday” up-date will commence shortly on Sophie Kiwala’s 
Facebook page.  She chairs a Vulnerable Sector phone call-in; volunteers at the Warming 
Centre established at “Stages” and is connected with the Rotary Club. 

• Blaine noted volunteers are needed at St. Mary’s Parish Drop-in Centre.  The Centre 
actively supports needs of many through food, notably vegetable soup made from it’s 
summer produce; a washer and drier have been installed; showers are now available. 

• Wayne invited members (or a representative) from the Commission to attend a meeting 
of the Anglican Synod Council highlighting programmatic groups within the Diocese.  
Further discussion on a date. 

• A Young Adult Event was held virtually on Tuesday (Jan 26) discussing spiritual health; 
Nadia also continues to work on the project with CCCB with young people and social 
justice and its intersection with their faith.  A report is forthcoming.  She continues with 
DOORS (Diocese of Ontario Refugee Support) 

• Leigh continues with the Kingston Faith & Justice Coalition and Luke’s Place (affordable 
housing initiative); he is no longer a member of the Diocesan Green Group; his wife Jean 
has just finished writing a historical novel (slavery and Upper Canada) 

• Bronek continues with DOORS  
• Mary-Jo spoke to Fratelli Tutti, with a focus on accompaniment and dialogue; continues 

sacramental ministry 
• Valerie spoke of how the pandemic has forced change and transition, which affects the 

Commission’s outreach and mission 

Going forward – we had considerable discussion on going forward in 2021.  As life under the 
pandemic continues, we are aware that pressing needs have arisen highlighting immediate 
care.  We recognized that for at least the present, our efforts as a Commission would be best 
spent at the local level.  To that end, we agreed to offer assistance to St. Vincent de Paul 
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Society in its ministries as they’ve undertaken a capital campaign.  This initiative ties into the 
Commission’s four objectives which serve as a guide.  Four objectives: 

1. to understand and apply Christian social teaching 
2. to advocate for the poor and vulnerable in our society 
3. to make public statements on behalf of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston and 

the Anglican Diocese of Ontario 
4. to network with and support like-minded groups seeking social justice both locally and 

globally 

Sophie will contact the Executive Director of St. Vincent de Paul, Judy Fyfe, to share our 
thoughts and determine if and how the Commission might be most valuable. 

The Commission was reminded that the Social Planning Council had requested financial support 
once again for this year.   Due to priorities dealing with the pandemic, budgeting for 2021 has 
not taken place.  There is no answer at present to the request by Alice Gazeley.   The 
Commission will keep this request on its agenda. 

 

Adjournment:  Valerie moved adjournment at 3:10pm and thanked members for their 
thoughtful insights and collaboration.  Carried 

 

Next Meeting: to be determined – following discussion with Judy Fyfe – Sophie will send a 
doodle poll after ascertaining possible meeting times with Judy. 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

We, the Justice and Peace Commission of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston and the 
Anglican Diocese of Ontario, united by the Holy Spirit in our common commitment to the social 

imperatives of the Gospel, promote the understanding and practice of Christian Social 
Teaching, as we work and pray for the coming of the Kingdom. 

 


