
THE JUSTICE & PEACE COMMISSION 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston & Anglican Diocese of Ontario 

May 27, 2021 – 2pm 
4th Thursday of the month 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4905877033 
 

MINUTES 
Present:  Blaine Barclay, Mary-Jo Mackinnon-Simms, Nadia Gundert, Sharon Dunlop, Bronek Korczynski, Valerie Kelly, 
Wayne Varley   
Regrets: Sophie Kiwala 
Guest: Taylor Lynch, Community Engagement Co-ordinator at the Adelaide St. Mission [Good Shepherd Legacy Centre] 
 
Prayer:  Valerie opened with prayer         
 
Approval of Agenda – consent approval 
 
Approval of Minutes of April 22, 2021 
Moved by Blaine Barclay and seconded by Bronek the minutes of April 22, 2021 be approved as presented.  Carried. 
 
Business arising: 

• Up-date on Adelaide St. Mission    Taylor 
∗ Taylor recently presented her preliminary report to the Diocese and to Synod Council.  Following pandemic 

protocols, Taylor has competed literature review and had discussions with service providers and other 
agencies.   

∗ Assessment is underway of the exact community being served in the Adelaide/Cowdy Sts. area, which falls 
into the Inner Harbour area according to Kingston census data.  Demographics are mixed: great poverty and 
high income.  Some tensions.  Once pandemic restrictions are removed – maybe after June 2/2 – Taylor 
hopes to connect with community members for their input and feedback 

∗ Part II, following the preliminary report, is to address the needs of the vulnerable population and will be 
accepting Blaine’s invitation to visit St. Mary’s Outreach Centre 

∗ Taylor has addressed two major areas of underserved populations: formerly incarcerated – difficulty 
integrating and, vulnerable and marginalized women [trafficked, domestic abuse & indigenous] 

∗ Taylor hopes to present to leadership of the Diocese of Ontario this second report by June end which will 
provide a fuller picture of the overall needs of the community and to start focussing on mission and 
programming 

∗ Taylor continues to build collaborative relationships with local organizations and in particular with Judy Fyfe 
(SVDP) who has bee helpful in sharing resources 

• Community Ambassadors for SVDP    Valerie 
∗ Valerie joined the Board of Directors (SVDP) last evening (May 26) as a guest of Dianne Aziz to continue build 

relationship with SVDP.  Dianne proposed to the Board a process of connecting with the Commission (and 
other organizations) to help make connections in the faith communities in establishing regular monthly 
donors with money going towards programming, not to the capital campaign (of $3M). 

∗ Dianne provided a draft letter to present to the Commission as way of invitation and asked that SVDP and 
Valerie meet sometime in June for further brainstorming ideas and to follow-up on some suggestions Valerie 
made 

∗ Discussion: Bronek sought clarification on who the Commission’s liaison is with the Archbishop.  Blaine, 
appointed by Archbishop Mulhall to the Commission, will seek clarification with him in light of the 
Commission’s planned partnering with SVDP.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4905877033


∗ Blaine noted the limited pool of volunteers in Kingston; Taylor indicated success in building volunteer 
relationships through Queen’s University, and recommended St. Lawrence College and RMC.  As well, there 
are volunteers outside of the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches to connect with.   The question was 
posed by Mary-Jo, what is the church, if not to be ‘out in the community.’  Nadia noted the on-going issue of 
a lack of a resource to match volunteers with volunteer positions available in the community. 

 
Other items for discussion:   

• Nothing  
 

Member announcements & brief updates: 
• Youth Ministry      Nadia 

o The National Youth AGM will be held June 6/7th, 2021 – Nadia will be one of the presenters.  Three 
major themes for consideration: mental health, developing intergenerational connections, how to 
address ‘hot topics’ 

o Deacon Michel Quenneville was ordained a priest in May.  He had been part of the youth ministry 
activities 

o Nadia continues to prepare for the annual youth conference, which will be virtual 
o The Pope has provided guidelines for the World Youth Day, a global event; the next one WYD will be 

held in 2023 in Portugal.  The event is celebrated annually at the local level and Nadia will be following 
the guidelines to celebrate within the Archdiocese 

• Religious Education      Mary-Jo 
o The Year of St. Joseph continues; an event on St. Joseph was held on Thursday, June 2 (7-8:30pm). 

Another event will be held on June 24th 12-1pm with Dr Leonie Herx on the new MAID Legislation 
o A follow-up to Sr. Nuala Kenny’s May workshop on palliative care will take place on June 24; it is hoped 

at some point this workshop will be offered to priests in the archdiocese 
o Prison Ministry: the training package is in the works for volunteers; planning and brainstorming for the 

Fall is underway 
• Prison Ministry      Sharon 

o Sharon reported the inmates are anxiously awaiting their second vaccine against covid-19 
o It is uncertain when faith chaplains and volunteers will be allowed back into the prison 
o The 4th week of the Doctrine of Discovery continues with three sessions left.  It falls in the time of many 

indigenous acknowledgements; June is National Indigenous History Month.  Sharon also made note that 
the national Indigenous Ministries Coordinator for the Anglican Church, Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, 
unexpectedly die on May 26th.  She was one of the originators of the Doctrine of Discovery program.  

• Diocesan Programs      Wayne 
o Wayne highlighted diocesan resources for worship particularly around social action and justice issues 

with twelve days designated over the year (one day per month) 
o Bishop Oulton and Wayne will be meeting with Imam Michael Taylor tomorrow to discuss ways in which 

chaplaincy ministries funds (in memory of Jeannie Oulton) may be utilized 
• PWRDF        Sophie 

o No report 
• St. Mary’s Outreach Centre    Blaine 

o The centre continues to streamline and manage the use of showers, washing machine & drier 
o The centre continues to experience attempted break-ins 

• DOORS       Bronek/Nadia/Wayne 
o The committee continues to move forward with enthusiasm; there has yet to be a response from the 

Archbishop to the proposal made earlier in the year 
• Green Group      Valerie 



o Electric car for the Bishop and diocesan staff use?  Currently an idea the group is researching to see if a 
possibility to move away from gas powered vehicle 

o Wayne reminded the Commission that Ian Ritchie, (Green Gp) held a church building audit zoom session 
last week with the aim of providing information to help “green” church buildings  

o The Green Group is planning an on-line speakers series for the Fall in the theme of the Season of 
Creation 

o Members, Mary & Don Raddon, are holding a plant sale in support of purchasing solar panels through 
the pwrdf program; at present they have raised over $750 of the $1,000 needed to purchase panels 

• Kingston Faith and Justice Coalition   Leigh 
o Leigh is a member of The Cathedral of St. George (Kingston) and a member of Parish Council.  He made a 

motion at a recent meeting to acknowledge the Regional Treatment Centre (CSC – Corrections) for its 
contributions to the Lunch by George program.  He contacted Sharon to obtain contact information to 
ensure thanks were appropriately directed. 

o A number of letters have been sent to various levels of government, regarding numerous matters:  
 To City Council (Kingston) thanking council for the long term beds …? 
 Housing situation 
 Up-grading regulations 
 Two letters to the Prime Minister with regards to human rights matters in Myanmar and China  
 Three letters were sent to the Federal Government regarding Bill C-15, which aligns Canada’s 

laws with the U.N. Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (passed third reading in the 
House of Commons) 

 Up-date on the Environmental Protection Act (1999)  
• Development & Peace 

o Nothing to report 
 

Discussion items for next meeting:  

Adjournment 

Next meeting: June 24, 2021 – 2pm 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:  We, the Justice and Peace Commission of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston and the 
Anglican Diocese of Ontario, united by the Holy Spirit in our common commitment to the social imperatives of the 

Gospel, promote the understanding and practice of Christian Social Teaching,                                                                           
as we work and pray for the coming of the Kingdom. 


