
Happy New Year friends in Jesus,  

I found an interesting article about New Year’s traditions around the world.  Take a look.  

“Every culture has its own ways to ring in a lucky new year. Sometimes, you have to start the 
year off with good luck foods to make sure you get going on the right foot. (Beans, round foods, 
and noodles seem to be high on the list, as well as some lucky desserts!) In other cultures what 
you wear is indicative of what will come your way, be it health, money, or love. Then again, 
where you are when the clock strikes 12 might be more important than what you're wearing — 
so get ready to jump into the new year. And since everyone wants to start the year off with a 
blank slate, there are certain things you can do to rid your home of bad vibes and welcome in 
the new.”  

Have Hoppin' John for New Year's Day Dinner  

It's said that anyone who makes this dish of black-eyed peas, pork and rice on January 1 will ex-
perience luck and peace for the rest of the year. And maybe prosperity, too.  According to Histo-
ry.com, "Hoppin’ John”was, and still is, often eaten with collard greens, which can resemble pa-
per money, and 'golden' cornbread. The peas themselves represent coins. Some families boost 
the potential of their Hoppin’ John by placing a penny underneath the dishes - or adding extra 
pork, which is thought to bring more luck."  

In the Philippines, revelers don't just try to eat circles  (as circular foods are thought to bring 
good luck)— partygoers wear them, too. Polka dots are all the rage on December 31, increasing 
the chances for a fortunate new year. Seems a little crazy thinking about luck and being fortu-
nate in the New Year that way doesn’t it?    

Wikipedia defines luck this way: Luck is the phenomenon and belief that defines the experience 
of notably positive, negative, or improbable events. The naturalistic interpretation is that posi-
tive and negative events may happen at any time, both due to random and non-random natural 
and artificial processes, and that even improbable events can happen by random chance. In this 
view, the epithet "lucky" or "unlucky" is a descriptive label that refers to an event's positivity, neg-
ativity, or improbability.  We know God is in control and He loves and cares for us and instructs 
us to follow His ways for our good.  

What does God have to say in the matter?  Deuteronomy 12:28  Be careful to obey all these 
regulations I am giving you, so that it may always go well with you and your children after you, 
because you will be doing what is good and right in the eyes of the Lord your God.  

So have fun, celebrate the New Year, and know that God wants good for us, he wants us to pros-
per and have things go well for us.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and 
mind…God will provide and has ultimately in His Son Jesus.  

 

All God’s blessings in the New Year,   

Pastor Karl  
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 We have started an “Air Conditioning Fund” to raise the needed money 

to replace our aging units in the Sanctuary.  We  hope to get them re-

placed before summer. Please label your donations as “A/C Fund “.  

Goal: $25,000       Raised:  $ 14,735 

Happy New Year 
from the education 
department. Those 
that have not at-

tended a Bible Study in a while, might 
want to think about trying either the one 
immediately after worship on Sunday or 
the one at 10:30 on Wednesday mornings. 
Both are interesting and the fellowship 
and digging into the Bible is priceless.  
Confirmation is moving into the last few 
months. We have a lot to go over yet, so 
please keep this class in your prayers.  
Next month we will begin thinking about 
VBS again. We are praying that we can 
have it this summer.  
As always, yearn to learn!  Sandy Grage 

 

  

Another activity that our ladies are doing is our 
Christmas Giving Tree. We will be delivering 29 
Christmas packages to special needs children in 
our community who belong to needy families. 
Both of these projects are successful largely by the 
many church members who give generously to 
these projects as well as the ladies of Bethlehem. 

You might have noticed also that the autumn dec-
orations in the fellowship hall have been changed 
to Christmas decorations.  Also blue paraments on 
the altar to recognize the Advent season. 

We are so thankful for the support and generosity 
of all our church family who make it possible to 
accomplish these projects in the name of our 
Lord.  

Thank you so much. 

Pam Rugenstein 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Voters’ meeting will be held on January 30 after the worship service .  Each church board will 

present their plans for 2022.  Please plan to attend.   

January through March 
31, 2022 is the final time 
to designate your choice 

dollars to Bethlehem Lutheran for the 2021 
year. If you did not already designate it do 
so in January. 

Anyone eligible has a minimum of $25 
choice dollars if you have $750 or more 
billed premiums of life and health insurance 
products or $20,000 or more in contact value 
life insurance and annuity products. 

We need Thrivent members to apply for 
$250 Action Team Cards. I can help you fill 
out any paperwork. February is a busy 
month, and several Thrivent members are 
needed for projects. Contact me or Pam 
Rugenstein to apply.  Betty Willis 239-240-5972 

Our evangelism efforts have been hindered by Covid.  However, we still are focus-
ing on outreach into our community.   Our Growth committee sent a postcard invit-
ing new residents in our area to attend our Christmas Eve Service.  We will continue 
trying to reach out to new residents inviting them to worship with us.  When you see 

visitors on Sunday, please welcome them with a warm greeting.  It takes all of us to help the 
church grow.  Terri Gerlach 

 

 

Thank you, Bethlehem Lutheran Church for all 

your help with the holiday baskets that we gave 

to the Buckingham Exceptional School. Thanks to 

those who contributed food, money, or help fill-

ing the bags. We had 5 vehicles filled with food. 

There were two pick up trucks and 3 SUVs. I 

think this was the best giving project we have ev-

er had. Thanks members!  Paul Rugenstein 
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May God Bless Each One of You As  
We Celebrate Your Special Day! 

Page  3 

 

   JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Karen & Edison Johnson 

15 Rita & Norm Wellman 

22 Gale and Melvin Smith 

  JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

5 Rollin Duckwitz  

6 Gary Schaeffer 

15 Edison Johnson 

20 Linda Kirsch 

23 Janice Bradtmiller 

28 Caydance Albert 

29 Chip Rinehart 

31 Linda Hedrick 

Re:Vitality Revived;  

In January 2020, our congregation began the LCMS revitalization program called re:Vitality.  The program 
builds upon spiritual vitality and guides the church in positive action for sustainable and healthy ministry 
for years to come. 

The first step in the process was to survey the congregation for feedback. We had 57 people complete the 
survey about where they see our church at this time. Our results were very encouraging. They indicated 
that we see Bethlehem as being a mature congregation with a powerful sense of vitality. Our strengths 
were in the areas of unity and high morale within the congregation; that we are a welcoming congregation 
to visitors and guests; and that we share a strong belief that Bethlehem will survive in the future. 

A big opportunity for us lies in defining and agreeing on the vision and purpose of Bethlehem as a church. 

The program advisors recommended that we begin our journey by implementing their “Serving in God’s 
Mission: Strategic Planning for Congregations” program. The program engages the congregation in defining 
and reaching agreement on the core values; the purpose; the mission and the future direction for our 
church. 

The first step in the program is for the congregation to complete a specially designed bible study. Pastor 
will begin this program in his Sunday bible study beginning on January 16. We encourage everyone to at-
tend and participate in setting the direction for Bethlehem in the future. 

JANUARY 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  3  

GriefShare 10:00  

LWML 1:00 PM 

4 5 

10:30 Bible Study    

6 

 

7 8 

9 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
         Confirmation 
Undecorate church 

10 
GriefShare 10:00  

11 12 

10:30 Bible Study    

13 

 

 

14 15 

16 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
  Confirmation 

17 
GriefShare 10:00  

18 19 

10:30 Bible Study    

20 21 22 

23 
10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
  Confirmation 

24 
GriefShare 10:00  

25 26 

10:30 Bible Study    

27 28 29 

30 
10:30 Worship 

11:30  Voters’            
Meeting 

31 
GriefShare 10:00  

     

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Bible Study; 
  Confirmation 
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Website:  

www.bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org            

Email: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

Phone: 239-694-3878  

Sunday Worship 

10:30 AM    Worship Service 
 

Rev. Karl Glander 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

239-293-1489                            

Organist: Holly Bell 

Church Secretary: Linda Kirsch 

        Prayer Chain Needs 

 Do you know that Bethlehem has a  prayer chain that 

prays for the sick, dying and hurting needs of our 

church family?                                                    

Call or email Linda at (239) 693-5026 or    

jlkirsch3@comcast.net                                                         

Your needs will be taken to the Lord!  

The Christmas program at Buckingham Exceptional School.  Bethle-
hem provided holiday food baskets and our angel tree gifts.to these 
students.  Pastor and a number of the congregation members attended 
as special guests.  

We thank Marty and Bob Jurs for providing this 

terrific new sign at the corner of Old Olga and 

State Route 80 to direct people to Bethlehem.  

Karen Keiper has donated a 2006 Hyundai Tucson to Bethlehem.  

We plan to sell the vehicle and use the proceeds for our A/C 

Fund. If you would like to see the vehicle, see Doug Grage or 

Richard Gerlach. They will be accepting offers until Jan. 16th.    


