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Christ our Morning Star that never sets, 
be with you.

And also in you.

The Greeting



Arise, shine for your light has come!
As the magi followed the star to a new place,
a place where dreams became reality,
let us follow our Lord and saviour
to a place of renewed hope.
Not looking back, but always moving forward,
let us seek and find the king.
All: Lord Jesus,
we gather at the start of a new year,
we gather to worship you.
May you journey with us always,
especially through the dark and uncomfortable places,
and into places filled with hope and new possibilities,
into a place of light and love. Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



Sentence

LA:
They saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and worshipped him. Matthew 2.11



All: Almighty God, king of creation,
You are our Day Star in the murk of a dark 
morn, and our guiding light at all times.
We set our faltering feet upon the path of the 
New Year, raising our eyes in faith to the light 
of your love; lead us onwards with hope and 
strength.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



God the Father, who calls us to set forth:
We worship and adore you.
Christ the Son who journeys with us:
We worship and adore you.
Holy Spirit who inspires us for the road ahead:
We worship and adore you.
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration



Hymn – All through the night
https://youtu.be/T7bjwG24vNY

Curated by Marcia

https://youtu.be/T7bjwG24vNY


Lord, we are dwellers in darkness,
and often content to stay there.
We confess that we are not always seekers after signs,
nor do we actively pursue your guiding light.
We fail to raise our eyes from the murk of our existence
to the intimations of the miraculous in which your 
world abounds.
Forgive us for dwelling on the darkness of our lives;
we lift our gaze to you, O Lord.
Let your star blaze anew in our vision,
that we may follow where you lead,
our hope rekindled, our strength renewed.
Amen.

Preparing for confession



Introduction to confession

Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to 
the nations.

Silence may be kept.

Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our 
sins in penitence and faith.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned 
against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to all who 
turn to him in faith; pardon you and set you free from 
all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep 
you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



Collect prayer

Lord God of the nations,
we have seen the star of your glory rising in splendour:
may the brightness of your incarnate Word
pierce the night that covers the earth,
signal the dawn of justice and peace,
and beckon all nations to walk as one in your light.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
in the splendour of eternal light, God for ever and ever. Amen.



Kids’ Time



The 1st Reading is from the prophet Jeremiah 31.7-14
7 For thus says the Lord :
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,

‘Save, O Lord , your people,
the remnant of Israel.’

8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,

among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labour, together;
a great company, they shall return here.

9 With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,

I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;

for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.



10 Hear the word of the Lord , O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;

say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’

11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.

12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord ,

over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;

their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.

13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.

I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.

14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord .

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 147.12-20
12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem: sing praises to your God, O Zion.

13 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates:
and blessed your children within you.

14 He makes peace within your borders: and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15 He sends his command to the earth:
and his word runs very swiftly.

16 He gives snow like wool: and scatters the hoar-frost like ashes.
17 He sprinkles his ice like morsels of bread:
and the waters harden at his frost.

18 He sends out his word and melts them: he blows with his wind and the waters 
flow.

19 He made his word known to Jacob:
his statutes and judgements to Israel.

20 He has not dealt so with any other nation: nor have they knowledge of his laws. 
Praise the Lord.



The 2nd Reading is from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 1.3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having 
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 
counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is 
the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Prayer before Gospel

All:
You, Father, blaze into our darkness and dazzle us with 

hope.
You, Son, reach out your hand and raise us up.

And you, Holy Spirit, bind us in this active forgiveness
that encourages, and inspires, and urges us onwards.
Make us awake to your word in the written and spoken 

scriptures and in the sacrament of our lives
Amen.



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John Chapter 1 beginning at the 10th verse
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”’) 16 From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. John 1.10-18

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Hymn 
Adore him

https://youtu.be/fvh2QKUv1Ck

Curated by Paul

https://youtu.be/fvh2QKUv1Ck


The Greeting of Peace

We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions

By a heavenly sign you called them, those seekers
who crossed sands and rivers and rocky places to find you.
We praise you for the example of their perseverance
in their pilgrimage to prove the truth of their observations.
So, Lord, we thank you for calling us to the pilgrimage
of this New Year; for the journey we must make through it,
no turning back, and for the inner journeys into our faith
and spirituality and the epiphanies they will bring.
We set forth in faith.
Amen.



Intercessions

God of Epiphany

We thank you for this beautiful planet, for the stars and the moon and the 
sun that bring us natural light. For the birds and the fish that make our 
hearts leap with joy when we see them fly, hear them sing or watch them 
swim. Some soar majestically, some make music like angels, some glide like 
silk whilst others just go about their day-to-day living in a routine of 
survival much like ourselves. Please help us to pause, take note and give 
praise for the earth. Also please help us to soar, sing and glide in all we do 
instead of living on auto pilot and....

Forgive us our trespasses
And bless us in Christ



God of Epiphany

We thank you for all online communities in the world today available to us in our 
Covid reality. For the online forums that are newly established and for those that 
will emerge in 2022. Please help everyone to act responsibly with good intentions 
and...
Forgive us our trespasses
And bless us in Christ

God of Epiphany
We thank you for our Holy Hermits Online community. For everyone who Zooms 
on and shares our Sunday services, our Bible Study Wednesdays, our Open Space 
meetings, our contemplative services and our seasonal services. In this new year 
we look forward to welcoming new people and their pets to our services, meetings 
and HHO Website pages. Please help us to be friendly, accepting and....
Forgive us our trespasses
And bless us in Christ



God of Epiphany
We thank you for all opportunities presented to us to offer care to the sad, sick or 
sorrowing. Help us to follow Jesus' example and choose to make small differences 
which may seem insignificant but will lead to bigger and better things. We have just 
celebrated Jesus' birth, in a stable surrounded by shepherds and sheep. Let us take 
inspiration from his humble beginning and be courageous and thoughtful. 

Also, please bless those we are concerned for at this time: Douglas, Gemma, Lee, 
Thom and Ben, Margo and Jim, those suffering the effects of pandemic especially in 
Cherbourgh and those getting and awaiting tests, James and all those who live 
alongside him as mentors, those suffering natural disaster – especially those in 
Navada recovering from bush fire. We give thanks for the life of Desmund Tutu and 
uplift all who are mourning him at this time. We ask your Holy Wisdom to visit all 
leaders of the world in discerning courses of action and consultation.
Forgive us our trespasses
And bless us in Christ



Prayers composed by Viki

God of Epiphany

We thank you for all our family and friends who are now with the angels in heaven. 
Let us extend our compassion to all who have lost a loved one over the 
Christmas/New Year season and start 2022 adrift. Please grant them peace, 
acceptance and allow them to feel your love.
Forgive us our trespasses
And bless us in Christ AMEN



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

•The Province de L’Eglise Anglicane DuCongo

•The Diocese of Adelaide: †Geoff Smith; Assistant Bishops-†Timothy 
Harris, †Chris McLeod, †Denise Ferguson; Clergy & People

•The Parish of Laidley: Bob Blackburn –Locum, Bill Ross•Anglicare ASCQ: 
Sue Cooke & staff

•Anglican Church Grammar School, East Brisbane: Headmaster -Alan 
Campbell; Chaplain -Bryan Gadd; Lay Chaplain -Stephanie Cotroneo; Chair 
of School Council -Daniel O’Connor, members of School Council; staff & 
students



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: 
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.



30

All: Holy God, who created us for and from love, in this 
time of social distancing, hold us close in your arms. 
Comfort those who are afraid, enliven those who are 

bored, give courage to those who are distressed, and warm 
those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. Breathe in, 

with and through us as we walk through uncertainty into a 
new future knowing that you are with us now and await us 

there. In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray.
Amen.

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Vice Dean and Canon for Social Justice at Grace 
Cathedral, San Francisco

A Prayer in the Midst of a Crisis



Devotions
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St Seraphim of Sarov teachings

"Acquire a peaceful spirit, and around you thousands will be saved.“

"It is necessary that the Holy Spirit enter our heart. 
Everything good that we do, that we do for Christ, 
is given to us by the Holy Spirit, 
but prayer most of all, which is always available to us."
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Blessing of the Home at Epiphany

Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence, 
Bless all who live here with the gift of your love; 
and grant that they may manifest your love to all whose lives they touch.
May they grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you; 
guide, comfort, and strengthen them; 
preserve them in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 



A Personal Prayer for each of us in the silence

Help us when we find it hard to hear your voice.
Open our hearts to your hope.
Protect us when we find things hard.
Energise us with your Holy Spirit as we go into the year 
ahead.
Amen.



Hymn 
I will trust you in the darkness

https://youtu.be/p5FxET7XBEo

Curated by Fleur

https://youtu.be/p5FxET7XBEo


All:
God of hope, Jesus our companion, Holy Spirit 
our strength,
travel with us as we journey onwards
into paths known and unknown, familiar and 
unfamiliar,
through times of darkness and into your 
marvellous light,
always knowing that you are by our side.
Amen.

Sending Prayer
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God of journeys,
as the wise men followed the star:
We will follow too.
As the wise men kept going on their journey:
We will keep on going too.
As the wise men saw the light in the dark:
We will look for your light too.
As the wise men found Jesus:
We have found Jesus too.
As the wise men followed the star:
We will follow Jesus.
Amen.



The Blessing

May God the Father, who by Baptism adopts us as his 
children, grant you grace. Amen.

May God the Son, who sanctified a home at Nazareth, 
fill you with love. Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit, who has made the Church 
one family, keep you in peace. Amen.
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Notices

• Study group on break & resumes 12th Jan in discerning session
• Contemplative service prep team meeting next Sunday afternoon – new 

volunteers welcome to join. 

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

“Epiphany” By Jaume Huguet 15th Century


