Truth and Reconciliation



Calls to Action

59. We call upon church parties to the Settlement
Agreement to develop ongoing education
strategies to ensure that their respective
congregations learn about their church’s role in
colonization, the history and legacy of residential
schools, and why apologies to former residential
school students, their families, and communities
were necessary.
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Three Acts 1 1n the Life of Judah

1s 37-44



Act I: The Betrayal

Genesis 37



Act II: The Humbling

Genesis 38



(Genesis 38:26

“She 1s more righteous than I...”



Act III: The Redemption

Genesis 39-45



Genesis 43

1 Now the famine was severe
in the land. 2 And when they
had eaten the grain that they
had brought from Egypt, their
father said to them, “Go
again, buy us a little food.” 3
But Judah said to him, “The
man solemnly warned us,
saying, ‘You shall not see my
face unless your brother 1s
with you.’



Genesis 43

4 If you will send our
brother with us, we will go
down and buy you food. 5
But 1f you will not send
him, we will not go down,
for the man said to us, ‘“You
shall not see my face, unless
your brother 1s with you.””



6 Israel said, “Why did you treat
me so badly as to tell the man
that you had another brother?” 7
They replied, “The man
quest1loned u; carelﬁullgir agout

: ourselves and our kindre
e saying, ‘Is your father still alive?
Do you have another brother?’
What we told him was 1n answer
to these questions. Could we 1n
any way know that he would
say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”




Genesis 43

8 And Judah said to Israel his
father, “Send the boy with me, and
we will arise and go, that we may
live and not die, both we and you
and also our little ones. 9 I will be a
pledge of his safety. From my hand
you shall require him. If I do not
bring him back to you and set him
before you, then let me bear the
blame forever.




Genesis 44

18 Then Judah went up to him and said,
“Oh, my lord, please let your servant
speak a word in my lord's ears, and let
not your anger burn against your servant,
for you are like Pharaoh himself. 19 My
lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you
a father, or a brother?’ 20 And we said to
my lord, “We have a father, an old man,
and a young brother, the child of his old
age. His brother 1s dead, and he alone 1s
left of his mother's children, and his
father loves him.’



Genesis 44

21 Then you said to your servants,
‘Bring him down to me, that I may
set my eyes on him.” 22 We said to
my lord, “The boy cannot leave his
father, for if he should leave his
father, his father would die.” 23
Then you said to your servants,
‘Unless your youngest brother
comes down with you, you shall
not see my face again.’



Genesis 44

24 “When we went back to your
servant my father, we told him the
words of my lord. 25 And when our

et o father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little
;;L ’ food,” 26 we said, ‘We cannot go down.

If our youngest brother goes with us,
then we will go down. For we cannot
see the man's face unless our youngest
brother 1s with us.’



Genesis 44

by 27 Then your servant my father said to
us, ‘You know that my wife bore me

i two sons. 28 One left me, and I said,
N “Surely he has been torn to pieces,”

| and I have never seen him since. 29 If
you take this one also from me, and
harm happens to him, you will bring
down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.’




Genesis 44

30 “Now therefore, as soon as I
come to your servant my father,
i, and the boy 1s not with us, then,
o as his life is bound up in the

A 1N boy's life, 31 as soon as he sees
that the boy 1s not with us, he
will die, and your servants will
bring down the gray hairs of
your servant our father with
sorrow to Sheol




Genesis 44

32 For your servant became a pledge of
safety for the boy to my father, saying,
‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I
shall bear the blame before my father all
my life.” 33 Now therefore, please let
your servant remain instead of the boy
as a servant to my lord, and let the boy
go back with his brothers. 34 For how
can I go back to my father if the boy 1s
not with me? I fear to see the evil that
would find my father.”




Mark 10

42 And Jesus called them to him and said
to them, “You know that those who are
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord 1t
over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. 43 But it shall not be
so among you. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, 44
and whoever would be first among you

must be slave of all. 45 For even the
Son of Man came not to be

served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”



Tim Keller, Jesus the King

“There’s nothing that makes you
more miserable (or less interesting)
than self-absorption: How am I
feeling, how am I doing, how are
people treating me, am I proving
myself, am I succeeding, am I
failing, am I being treated justly?
Self-absorption leaves us static;
there’s nothing more disintegrating.”




Sacrificial love 1s the highest of
values of the Kingdom of

God.



