
Order for Worship 

January 2, 2022 

Epiphany 

Theme: Home By Another Way 

Star Words 

 

PRELUDE  Prelude on “Vom Himmel hoch” (From Heaven above) 

 – Johann Pachelbel 
Public Domain 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

WELCOME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We come to this place— 

each of us on our own path. 

The path is winding, 

and the path is not always clear, 

and the path changes, 

but we are here. 

God is walking us home. 

What a gift it is 

to not walk alone. 

Let us worship God who walks beside us always. 

 

HYMN  ELW 308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

aglow with grace and mercy! 

Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son, our Lord and Savior, you have won 

our hearts to serve you only! 

Lowly, holy!  Great and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

Come, precious diamond, light divine, and deep within our hearts now shine; 

 there light a lame undying! 

In your one body let us be as living branches of a tree, 

 your life our lives supplying. 

Now, though daily earth’s deep sadness may perplex us and distress us, 

 yet with heav’nly joy you bless us. 
 
Text and music:  Philipp Nicolai 

tr. c. 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

I imagine that, for the Magi, walking to Bethlehem was not easy.  I imagine that following a star 

for navigation was definitely not easy.  However, I imagine that the hardest part might have been 

not knowing where the road would lead.  Friends, we are not always the best versions of 

ourselves when we are faced with uncertainty or changing plans. Facing the unknown pulls on 



every ounce of our anxiety and fear. It rings all our stress alarms and can erode our patience, our 

calm, our sense of perspective.  Fortunately for us, we worship a God who is gracious beyond 

imagination and meets us on every twist and turn of the road home. So let us pray together now, 

knowing that even in our worst moments, we are held by God. 

 

God of changed plans, 

the magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home—a different path, an 

untraveled road. And to our amazement, they did just that. The magi packed their bags 

and went home by another way.  We wish that change could be easy for us, but more often 

than not, when whispers of change come, we tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter. 

Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy. 

Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home. 

Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation. 

Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 

Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 

 

No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, God walks with us. God never 

leaves our side. When the road changes and we find ourselves on a new path home, God is 

always there.  So hear and believe this good news: 

No matter where we go, no matter what we do,  

we are claimed, loved, and held by God. 

Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW p. 159 (setting 5) All glory be to God on high 

 

 
 



OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, You speak to us in Scripture and in prayers, in sunrises and sunsets, in friends and in 

strangers, in dreams and in songs.  You are speaking all the time, and how often do we miss it? 

Still our minds so that we can listen with a depth that we have not heard before.  Still our hearts 

so that we can receive with open arms what it is you are offering us today.  We know you are 

speaking, so we are listening.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel 

ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of 

God’s promised salvation. 

 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for 

surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and 

how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In 

former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 

members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given 

me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so 

that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 

that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 

and confidence through faith in him. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT ELW 318 Alleluia, Song of Gladness 

 

Alleluia, song of gladness, voice of joy that cannot die; 

alleluia is the anthem ever dear to choirs on high; 

in the house of God abiding thus they sing eternally. 

 
Text:  Latin hymn, tr. John Mason Neale 

Music:  John Goss 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, 



he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

REFLECTION         

 

CAROL Home By Another Way 

(sung to the tune of We Three Kings) 

 

Magi from a faraway place, radiant starlight setting their pace, 

Fording wadi, risking body, seeking the king’s birthplace. 

O, we have traveled night and day, meeting God where’er we stay, 

paths are changing, rearranging, as we find another way. 

 

Threatened by the good news they bring, Herod plots to kill the new king 

Angels warning in the morning; “Avoid Jerusalem” 

O, we have traveled night and day, meeting God where’er we stay, 

paths are changing, rearranging, as we find another way. 

 

Plans that change and storms that delay; dreams and hopes left in disarray 

Make us tremble, but remember, there is another way. 

O, we have traveled night and day, meeting God where’er we stay, 

paths are changing, rearranging, as we find another way. 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe that God has come to us as a little child, 

making our weakness his strength, 

securing our salvation by becoming one of us, 

blessing us with a steadfast savior, 

filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another. 

 

We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world, 

giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts, 

making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority 



declaring an everlasting reign of peace, 

defeating the power of pain and suffering. 

 

We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love, 

inviting us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table, 

transforming us as disciples to go out into the world, 

sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort, 

challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children. 
 

This we believe.   

This we preach. 

This we seek to embody in word and deed. 

Amen 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Fugue on “Vom Himmel hoch” – (Pachelbel)  

 
Public Domain 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION TO STAR WORDS 

 

 

BLESSING 

As you leave this service, your service begins: 

Comfort the homesick. 

Open your doors to others. 

Seek sanctuary. 

Be brave enough to go home by another way. 

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. 

In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son. 

Amen 

 

 

HYMN ELW 300 The First Noel 

 

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  Born is the King of Israel. 

 



They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  Born is the King of Israel. 

 

And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  Born is the King of Israel. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Rejoice in Christ our Savior! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Ode for the New Year – William Selby, arr. Jon Spong 

 
c. 1968 H.W. Gray Co., Inc. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   

Christmas Statement of Faith written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, Kenny Nace, Ann Brown Hager, 

David Mounts, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, David and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater, Leanne 

Kratzer, Steve Keyser, Jim McNally, Sydney Crossin, Bob Kemmerer, Kathy Reese, Jon Baxter, 

Carol Mesaros, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, Kathy Lasso, Theresa Hasson, Tal Umstead, 

Deb Romig, Jared Jadick, Heidi Slook, Bob Duke, Dorothy Rudolph, Mary Clayton, Michelle 

Baxter, Ruthie Jadick Donna Derstine, Brian Derstine and Andrew Robinson.  

 

  



 

Mark your Calendar 

Mon, Jan 3  7:30 Exec Meeting 

Tue, Jan 4  7:30 Journey to Bethlehem follow up meeting 

Sunday, Jan 9  9:30am Worship (& zoom) 

    

Help us feed our neighbors! 

St. John’s will host the First Monday Community Dinner at Pennsburg UCC on January 3rd. 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare and serve the food, as well as donate items for the meal. 

To see the list of items needed and to volunteer click here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eaeac23a1f9c16-first  

  

POINSETTIAS 

We have poinsettias that are available for purchase at $12/each. They are available for pick up 

after today’s service.   

  

New Member Small Group 

Interested in becoming a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church?  A new 

member small group will be offered in the beginning of 2022.  The small 

group will meet after the 9:30 AM Sunday worship service on January 16, 30 

and February 13.  New members will then be formally received into the 

community during the 9:30 AM worship service on Sunday, February 20. 

If you are interested in being part of the new members small group, please let Pastor Becky know 

by January 9th. 

   

 

Blood Drive at St. John’s on Friday, January 28th from 2pm—7pm 

Sign up today at www.redcrossblood.org  


