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Camp Medley has big plans for 2022, including camp for seniors
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

An upgraded website, progress 
on camp enhancements and a 
new camp for seniors have John 
Galbraith, director of Camp 
Medley, excited for the 2022 
season.

For starters, the camp’s web-
site has been updated with more 
current photos and information.

“We’re doing an upgrade,” 
said John. “We’re cleaning up the 

old one and getting rid of old 
information.”

The site went live in late 
November and camper registra-
tion and staff applications were 
being accepted as of Dec. 1. The 
address remains campmedley.ca.
CAMPS 
Family camp has a new date 
this year — the long weekend in 
August.

“Families can book a cabin 
or pitch a tent or bring their 

camper for dry camping (no 
hookups),” said John. “It’s later 
in the summer, not during that 
chaos of school just getting out 
in June.”

Later during that first week 
in August, Family Destination 
Days will take place. This has 
been a real success for Camp 
Medley since its inception dur-
ing the summer of 2020 when The new grassy field at Camp Medley is one 

of many upgrades that have made the camp 
experience better, says director John Galbraith.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOMedley continued on page 4
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“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

D I O C E S A N     N E W S

Many projects in our diocese have been funded in part by the
Foundation’s generosity, including Trinity Church’s steeple
campaign in Saint John, Diocesan Choir School, Deep Roots—
Diocesan Gathering of 2019, Renewing project in the Parish of
St. Mary, York; Sunrise Play Park; Jonathan Young Memorial
Amphitheatre at Camp Medley and many more.

The Anglican Foundation was established in 1957
 to encourage and support ministry within 

the Anglican Church of Canada. 
 

Becoming a member is as easy as sending a $50 gift. 
Join today by mailing in the membership form below.

Special occasions call for the  
Anglican Foundation’s Hope Bear
May the God of hope fill you with 
joy and peace.  Romans 15:13

BY CATHY LASKEY

As I write this, the Advent 
season has begun and we are 
journeying through lighting the 
Advent candles with the candles 
of joy and peace yet to come.  

By the time you read this, the 
Christmas season is likely over 
and we are journeying through 

the season of Epiphany and have 
already observed The Baptism of 
the Lord.  

Baptisms are wonderful 
celebrations as we welcome new 
followers of Jesus. We receive 
them into the household of God, 
promising to support them in 
their faith journey as people of 
the resurrection. 

In a couple of the parishes I 
served in, the various congre-
gations or ACWs gave to the 

newly baptised infant or child an 
Anglican Foundation of Canada 
(AFC) Baptismal Hope Bear and 
colouring book.  

If there were other siblings 
or young relatives present, they 
would be given The Happy Ad-
ventures of Hope Bear colouring 
book as well. 

In this way, the children and 
parents learned more about the 
ministry and mission of the 
AFC.

I think if I were serving in 
a parish now, I would encour-
age the gifting of the Children’s 
Prayers with Hope Bear to en-
courage prayer in the home.    

Over the past 10 years, the 
hope bear collection available 
has grown to include college 
bear, clergy bear, Canadian Forc-
es bear and Valentine’s Day bear, 
to name a few — all of which 
would make wonderful gifts for 
the young people and adults in 
our lives.  

I have my clergy bear sitting 
on my printer in my office. It 
was gifted to me by the parish 
family of Shediac as part of their 
farewell to me.  

I was so thankful to know 

Hope Bears are reading AFC books.  
You can order books through the AFC Store.

anglicanfoundation.org/store

 

 

that this gift represented finan-
cial support given to ministries 
such as “providing kids a nutri-
tious breakfast before school; 
helping kids with homework 
after school; caring for kids with 
a terminal diagnosis; giving kids 
a chance to go to summer camp 
or choir school.” (ref: https://
www.anglicanfoundation.org/
hope-bear/ )

Give a gift of hope to people 
within your parish community at 
special times during this year. See 
the joy and peace on their face as 
they unwrap an AFC Hope Bear 
specially selected for them. 
The Ven. Cathy Laskey is  the 
vocational coordinator for the 
diocese.
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January 1 

Christ Church 
Cathedral - 

Archbishop’s 
New Year’s Day 

Worship

January 16 
Parish of  

Hammond River

January 23 
Parish of  

Quispamsis

January 25 
Bishop’s  
Counsel

January 30 
Parish of the 

Nerepis and St. 
John
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Make haste slowly

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer. He lives in 
Moncton.

Mike Briggs

For all that God has done for us

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

Archbishop David Edwards

As we come into a new 
year, we are perhaps 
more aware than ever 

of the speed of change and the 
fluidity of our situation. 

I am writing this on Nov. 26. 
This morning it was announced 
that the UK has banned the ar-
rival of flights from southern Af-
rica, because the most complex 
variant of the COVID virus yet 
discovered has been identified in 
that region. 

One of the questions which 
arises is, by the time you read 
this, will those mutations 
have faded from view, or will 
they be dominating the head-
lines? 

As with all things to do with 
this pandemic, we do not know. 

I have looked back at what 
I wrote this time last year and 
I suggested that we need to 
proceed by faith, and that is still 
the case. 

We cannot see what lies 
ahead, but we know that Jesus 
tells us God is good. 

That is not to dismiss the 
trials and tribulations that we 
go through. They are challeng-
ing, real and can affect us to the 

depths of our being. 
It is to say that the overall tra-

jectory of God’s interaction with 
all that God has created is good. 
There are many times when that 
is hard to see. 

I am currently reading a book 
by Andrew Root called, The 
Congregation in a Secular 
Age. Though I disagree with the 
assumption of the title, he makes 
some interesting points. 

He suggests that during 
the latter part of the 20th cen-
tury and the first part of this 
one, speed has become domi-
nant. In other words, every-
thing must change and do so 

quickly. 
This is perhaps best illustrat-

ed by something called Moore’s 
Law, stated by Gordon Moore in 
1965. Basically, it says the capac-
ity of computer chips will double 
every two years. 

Although that has failed to 
be the case since 2010, it shows 
the speed of development for the 
component which dominates 
our technology. 

In his book, one of the 
things Root suggests is that the 
Church has tried to adapt to 
these changing circumstances by 
speeding up. It grabs hold of 
the latest thing and uses it for 
a while and then discards it 
for something else. 

I have a sense, though I could 
be wrong, that 2022 is going to 
be an important year for the 
Church, especially in the West. 

The effects of the pandemic 
will become more and more 
apparent and will shape us in 
positive and negative ways. 

I suggest that we should re-
member at least two things. The 
first is that God is good. 

Secondly, that as we consider 
God’s plan and purpose for us, 

we need to make haste slowly. 
In other words, rather than 

making knee-jerk responses 
to what is happening around 
us, let’s take time to listen to 
God. To get into a rhythm of 
prayer and reflection as we halt-
ingly discern God’s purpose for 
us. 

I know this is counter intui-
tive, but we have the tools for it 
shaped by our tradition of prayer 
and the Church’s seasons. 

These were developed before 
the Modern Age when speed 
was not the dominating force. 

A year of seasonal timekeep-
ing might lead us in a better 
direction and to an epiphany. 

As I write this we are 
almost in Advent and 
Christmas is on the 

horizon with all the hope that 
celebrating the birth of Jesus 
brings us. 

As I wrote before, this has 
certainly been a different year, as 
was 2020! 

When I wrote my first column 
of 2020, I could not have fore-
seen all the ups and downs of 
these two years. 

Different colour codes for 
COVID restrictions, different 
health zone restrictions, permis-
sion to travel and the withdrawal 
of it, churches open and church-
es closed! First, then second and 
now third shots for COVID-19. I 
have had all three. 

For most of 2020 and 2021 I 
have not felt comfortable visiting 
parishes to speak on steward-
ship, but with God’s grace I will 
be able to in 2022. In November 
I was able to attend the Vital 
Church Maritimes conference in 
Truro where the keynote speaker 
was our Primate. 

All these trials show us that 
even through all these troubles, 
God is still with us and blesses 
us with all sorts of gifts and op-
portunities. 

I continue to be able to 
take part in Zoom calls with 
my stewardship counterparts 
in other parts of Canada on a 
regular basis and learn from 
them, whereas before, we would 
meet maybe annually. I have 
been able to take part in Taizé 
services usually held in person 
in Fredericton. 

As we begin to look forward 
to 2022 — which has to be bet-
ter than 2020 or 2021 — think 
deeply about all the good things 

that God has given you that al-
low you to be generous to others. 

I am actually starting to write 
this on a flight from London to 
Toronto after visiting my family 
on Jersey for a week. 

It’s the first time Judy and 
I have travelled in almost two 
years. That is a blessing God has 
given us — the ability to travel 
again as we all do our part by 
getting vaccinated.

I will close with a some verses 
from Luke, the only writer who 
gave us a lot of insight into the 
birth of Jesus. 

They will be familiar to 
anyone who has sung Choral 
Evensong or taken part in Eve-
ning Prayer. 

It is part of the Magnificat, 
and in Mary’s words, states how 
generous God has been to her 
and how blessed she is. It is part 
of Canticle 18 said on Advent 3, 
taken from Luke chapter 1.

And Mary said, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour, for 
he has looked with favour on the 

lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. His mercy 
is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. He has 
shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. He has 
brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty.

Think on this and see how, 
even in this time of pandemic, 
God has blessed you. Think 
about how you can use those 
generosities to help those less 
fortunate than you.

I wish all our readers a 
blessed and joyous Christmas 
and a healthy COVID-free New 
Year.

Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor,
I enjoyed Susan Black’s 
article ‘Grammie’s Bible’ in 
the November 2021 New 
Brunswick Anglican. 
     It had a ‘down-home’ 
warmth as the long shad-
ows of winter set in. The 
discovery of her grand-
mother’s Bible brought a 
spiritual bond uniting the 
two just as if they sat down 
in the parlour for a time 
together. 
     I look at my late father’s 
leather-bound Bible, no in-
serts or underlined verses, 
no added commentary, but 
on the front page he wrote 
vital stats on his parents 
and his late sister, authen-
tic script more precious to 
me then anything that the 
digital age and ancestry.
com could offer. 
     Speaking for my grand-
children, I could call it 
Great Grampie’s Bible.

Mark Hymers
Christ Church (Parish) 
Church,  Fredericton
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just about all they could offer 
was a drop-in for families.

It was so successful, they 
continued it the next year, and 
now this year as well. 

“We wanted to keep that 
momentum going and give 
families the option to see the 
place operational,” said John. 
“Families need to know it’s a 
safe place for their kids.”

John is banking on the nos-
talgia factor. Untold numbers 
of parents enjoyed Camp Med-
ley or another camp in their 
childhood and now want to 
share camping memories with 
their children. Inviting them 
to visit for a day or at Family 
Camp is the first step in having 
the children become campers, 
thereby continuing the family 
tradition. 

Some camps this summer 
have changed their age range, 
so John cautions potential 
campers and parents to look 
closely at the schedule and 
note the descriptions. 

CAMPING FOR SENIORS 
Sept. 25-28 will feature Se-
niors’ Camp, a new idea this 
year for older adults to have 
an outdoor camping getaway. 
Hiking, biking, canoeing 
and other activities will keep 
seniors as busy as they want 
to be. 

“If you were once a camper, 
it’s an opportunity to recapture 
it,” said John. “If you want an 
outdoor, fun experience, this 
is it.”

While there is no age 
requirement, he’s aiming the 
camp at those 50 and over.  

UPGRADES 
The many upgrades the camp 
saw during the pandemic are 
already paying off. There’s been 
a dramatic reduction in pro-
pane consumption for hot wa-
ter. During last season, there 
were no injuries due to falling 
on rocky soil, all because of the 
new, lush field that was long 
overdue. 

The new deck performed 
well during the 2021 season. 
New kayaks and canoes were 
very popular.  

NUMBERS 
The 2021 season saw 275 chil-
dren at Camp Medley. With 
COVID-19 precautions still 
in place, they’d hoped for 200 

Camp Medley has big plans for 2022
Medley continued from page 1

campers. In a usual year, like 
2019, they had about 400.

“The goal for 2022 is 400,” 
said John. “If we surpass that, 
I’ll be encouraged.”

But John has even greater 
growth in mind to reach more 
potential campers.

“When a kid goes to camp 
and has a good week, maybe 
he or she comes back next 

year,” he said. “When they have 
a great week, they come back 
next year and bring a friend.”

With growth come costs, 
and Camp Medley, like any 
camp, is costly to operate. 
That’s why financial support is 
so important to continue the 
outreach to children, many of 
whom have no other exposure 
to the gospel except their week 

at camp.
“There are times when 

parents just can’t come up with 
the money,” said John, adding 
an average camp fee is $340. 

Parishes and individuals 
have been very generous in the 
past in helping children have 
that carefree, fun experience. 
John hopes that generosity 
continues so that Camp Med-

ley can remain a destination 
for any child who wants to 
spend a week at camp.

To donate, choose Camp 
Medley from the drop-down 
menu:  
https://www.canadahelps.org/
en/dn/13778

Or contact John at  
director@campmedley.ca . 

At top, the Rev. Dan McMullen, assistant camp director, supervises 
canoe and kayaking. Above, campers enjoy a game of gaga ball, a 
very popular sport at Camp Medley. At left, campers work on their 
string art projects during Medley Makers camp in mid July 2021.

MCKNIGHT FILE PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION:  children
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Diocesan Council December highlights

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Diocesan Council met on Fri-
day evening, Dec. 3. It began 
with Evening Prayer, led by 
Archbishop David Edwards.

Minutes were approved for 
the last two meetings, includ-
ing the Diocesan Council 
Executive meeting in October 
when the executive agreed not 
to hold a Diocesan Synod in 
2021 due to the pandemic. 

CORRESPONDENCE   
Council reviewed a letter 
from Christ Church (Parish) 
Church, Parish of Fredericton, 
which wrote to offer thanks 
for support of their Under 
One Roof campaign and the 
subsequent Anglican Founda-
tion grant. 

CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
Chancellor David Bell report-
ed on a cemetery policy paper 
prepared by Synod secretary 
David Peer and himself after 
reviewing an accumulation of 
questions regarding Anglican 
cemeteries. 
     There are many factors to 
consider, including whether it 
is the place of Diocesan Synod 
to give guidance to parishes on 
the subject, he said. 

The paper has been sent out 
for a limited review. Once that 
is completed and the paper 
revised, it will be sent to each 
council member for feedback.

“Every parish’s situation is 
unique, so we should proceed 
with a broad discussion before 
anything is formalized,” he 
said.

The words audit and review 
and their technical mean-
ings and use in the world of 
finance were at the heart of a 
minor change to Canon Six. 
The change affects how parish 
financial reports are prepared 
and presented at annual 
general meetings by clarifying 
language and correcting an 
oversight in an earlier change 
to the Canon in 2017.

“So that’s the painful expla-
nation for those few words,” 
said David Bell. 

The motion was carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Susan Jack, chair of the Fi-
nance Committee, noted that 
the cost of clergy benefits has 
risen significantly, and parishes 
will see a modest increase.

She introduced a motion 
to set the rate of interest to be 
paid on parish investments 
and Synod funds in the DCIF 
as 3.25% for the six-month 
period from January to June 
2022. The motion was carried.

Susan noted the HR com-
mittee recommended a cost 
of living increase for clergy 
compensation next year of 
2.25%; thus, her second mo-
tion, which was carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Heather Harris-Jones reported 
on the revenue and expen-
ditures of the diocese to date 
(Oct. 31). 

“Overall, for the year, we 
should be on budget or slightly 
better,” she said. 

The Shared Ministry budget 
stands at 96 per cent (com-
pared to 95 per cent last year 
at this time), with a shortfall of 
about $46,000, much of which 
is unlikely to be recovered.

Heather answered a ques-
tion of Robert Taylor, that 
federal subsidies will not be 
included in parish revenue cal-
culations for shared ministry.

2022 BUDGET 
Heather presented the Dioce-
san Synod budget for 2022 and 
highlighted various aspects of 
expected revenue and expen-
ditures.

“We have a deficit budget of 
$75,665,” she said. “It’s not the 
normal budget I’d like to pres-
ent, but we maintained support 
to parishes and missions and 
honoured our commitments.”

“Even though we are see-
ing expenditures going up, 
Heather was instrumental in 
working a five per cent reduc-
tion in spending,” said Susan.

Archbishop David vacated 
the chair for the vote on the 
budget. 

“I want to speak in favour 
of the budget,” he said. “One of 

2022 Diocesan Synod 
budget includes a 
small deficit, but 
honours all missional 
commitments made 
for the year

the things we determined not 
to do was reduce funding to 
missions.

“At the House of Bishops 
recently, 15 dioceses gave their 
budgets to the statistician. We 
were the most stable diocese of 
them.

“There have been several 
ideations of this budget. My 
request to council is to support 
the budget.”

The Ven. Perry Cooper, 
speaking as a former execu-
tive officer, backed the budget, 
saying, “This definitely is not 
troubling. This really is a very 
good budget.”

A motion to accept the 
budget was passed, with praise 
offered to Heather and her staff 
on the huge amount of work 
involved.

MEETING TIMES 
David Peer led a discussion on 
when council prefers to meet. 
Several years ago, council met 
during weekdays, which then 
changed to Saturdays. This De-
cember meeting was held on a 
Friday evening at supper time.

David asked members if 
they would support a hybrid 
meeting schedule with two 
meetings a year planned as 
virtual meetings. 

He also asked if members 
would prefer the virtual meet-
ings on a weekday evening 
rather than during the day on 
Saturday. 

Several opinions were 
expressed and most agreed 
an evening meeting was their 
preference, with a 6 p.m. start-
ing time the compromise.

The next Diocesan Council 
meeting is planned for Thurs-
day, Feb. 24 at 6 p.m. and will 
be a virtual meeting.



6  /  THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN JANUARY 2022

P W R D F

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

PWRDF meets virtually in the diocese
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

A dozen people met online for 
a PWRDF parish and friends 
gathering on Nov. 13 that 
focused on project updates, 
engaging parishes in the work 
of the group, inspiring others 
and sharing information.

Three national representa-
tives — Kim Umbach (volun-
teer coordinator), Janice Biehn 
(communications) and Su-
zanne Rumsey (public engage-
ment program coordinator) 
— joined diocesan rep Anne 
Walling and several parish reps 
for the two-hour meeting. 

Archbishop David Edwards 
attended and offered remarks 
that centred on Genesis 12:1-3.

The Lord had said to Abram, 
“Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s house-
hold to the land I will show you. 
“I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”

God has a few priorities, 
said David, among them, lov-
ing his creation and loving us. 
Another, though, is justice.

“Justice and its derivatives 
are mentioned in scripture 
2,468 times,” he said. “When 
we see an unjust situation, the 
question we must ask is, ‘how 
do we bring a blessing to that 
situation?’

The work of PWRDF brings 
that blessing, he said.

“The solar suitcase project 
is an absolute image of what 
I’m talking about,” he said. 
“That is an ultimate blessing 
— bringing safety into that 
highly intimate situation. It is 

very illustrative of the work of 
PWRDF.”

The group’s website says 
the solar suitcase is a wall-
mounted unit that opens like 
a suitcase and includes phone 
charging ports, a portable 
headlamp and a fetal Doppler 
to monitor the baby’s heartbeat 
— all connected to a roof-
mounted solar panel. 

Dozens of units have been 
installed in rural medical clin-
ics in Mozambique.

The cost is about $5,800 per 

unit. Before their arrival, the 
only light for doctors to deliver 
babies at night was from their 
cellphones clutched in their 
teeth.

A new PWRDF project 
is the Vaccine Equity Fund. 
David noted that at a recent 
House of Bishops meeting, 
an epidemiologist reported 
that fewer than 10 per cent of 
people in Africa have had even 
one vaccine. 

“This is all to say we as 
Christians must be concerned 

with all families of the earth,” 
said David. “The work of 
PWRDF is very much about 
living a Kingdom life.”

Suzanne gave several proj-
ect updates and some back-
ground on PWRDF, which 
arose from a terrible mining 
disaster — the coal mine bump 
in Springhill, N.S. in 1958, 
which killed 75 men. 

With Anglicans respond-
ing generously, the Anglican 
Church of Canada realized the 
need for an agency to respond 
quickly to various emergen-
cies. 

Within a year, the Primate’s 
World Relief Fund was estab-
lished. A decade later, the word 
‘development’ was added to the 
name to reflect the need for 
more long-term strategies after 
disasters. 

Besides the solar suitcases 
and vaccine program, Su-
zanne spoke of relief efforts 
after the recent earthquake in 
Haiti, where 60 per cent of the 
population was affected; the 
Afghanistan airlift of refugees 
and the needs of those left 
behind; First Nations projects; 

and a mapping exercise that il-
lustrates the impact of coloni-
zation in Canada. 

Janice gave a tutorial on the 
PWRDF website and where to 
find resources and information 
to equip parish reps when they 
speak to groups and congrega-
tions. She also spoke on the 
popularity of the annual World 
of Gifts catalogue and its im-
pact worldwide.

Diocesan communications 
officer Gisele McKnight spoke 
on the various ways to share 
information on PWRDF to 
gain higher visibility for the 
group. 

The leaders took questions 
from those gathered, which 
included information on the 
role of the parish rep.

“It all depends on what 
you’re able to do,” said Kim. 
“It’s extremely flexible. It al-
lows you to bring whatever 
gifts you have.”

Pray, Act, Give is the 
mantra, and the “Act” part of 
that could include holding 
a PWRDF Sunday service, 
preaching a sermon, building 
a church display, including 
information in bulletins and 
newsletters, showing PWRDF 
videos, and using PWRDF 
resources for bible studies and 
prayer groups.

Mary Anne Chrisjohn from 
the Parish of Cambridge and 
Waterborough gave a presenta-
tion on the success of the par-
ish Advent challenge, which 
has grown since its inception 
in 2015. Many goats have been 
purchased over the years by 
the parish, a common theme 
throughout the diocese.

Maureen Firth reported 
on Christ Church (Parish) 
Church’s Walk For Water 
project to raise money for the 
installation of a well. She hopes 
their walk around Killarney 
Lake in Fredericton will be-
come an annual event. 

Anne outlined many 
initiatives within the diocese, 
including fundraising to buy 
farm animals and even com-
plete farms from the World 
of Gifts catalogue, which has 
proven popular with parishes 
and Sunday schools every year.

In 2020, a total of $140,912 
was donated to PWRDF from 
the Diocese of Fredericton, its 
parishes and parishioners.  

Participants learned about 
the latest initiatives of 
PWRDF during the diocesan 
meeting of the group. It 
was led by Anne Walling, 
diocesan representative and 
three employees of PWRDF 
in Toronto. 

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Paulette Black ordained to diaconate
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

Paulette Black left the Church 
of Christ the King Nov. 21 with 
a new title: the Rev. Paulette 
Black. Her ordination to the 
diaconate took place at her 
home church with Archbishop 
David Edwards presiding. 

A large crowd of family, 
friends and fellow parishioners 
was in attendance. 

Paulette is now a transi-
tional deacon in the Parish of 
Fundy and the Lakes, under 
the direction of the Rev. Canon 
Leo Martin. 

The service began with the 
processional, led by Victoria 
Whitenect. The Ven. Keith 
Osborne and Trevor Foth-
eringham, a member of the 
discernment committee, were 
Paulette’s presenters. Readers 
were Martina Shannon and 
Shawn Branch.

Abp. David began his ser-
mon with a memory. 

“My late wife, Janet, said to 
me about five years ago, ‘Pau-
lette ought to be ordained.’”

Janet was a parishioner at 
Paulette’s church.

David referenced the read-
ing from Isaiah 6:1-8, which 
asks the question, ‘whom shall 
I send?’

“Often the response of 
Christians is, ‘here am I, send 
them.’ But the response in 
scripture is ‘Here am I, send 
me.’

“Paulette has answered that 
call. It hasn’t been an easy deci-
sion. But yes, she’s willing to 
say, ‘here am I, send me.’”

The diaconal ministry isn’t 
just for Paulette. It’s for all of 
us.

“Each person in this build-
ing who’s a follower of Jesus 
has a role in ministry,” he said. 
“It’s about representing the 
world to the Church, and the 
Church to the world. Each of 
us plays a role in that.

“We have a responsibility 
to be a witness to the love of 
Christ, in word and action,” 
he said. “We are a kingdom of 
ambassadors for Christ.”

But before we do that, we 
must discern the will of God, 
and that takes time.

“We come up with bril-
liant ideas but don’t actually 
run them past God, and we 
wonder why it didn’t work out. 
We tend to take the 12-gauge 
approach: fire it out there and 
see what happens.”

Prayerful discernment, lis-
tening, studying and waiting, 
as God has shown us through 
Paul the Apostle, is the way to 
be that ambassador for Christ, 
he said. 

During the ordination 
ceremony, Paulette’s presenters 
certified she is qualified for the 
role of deacon. She declared 
herself willing and ready to 
take on the responsibilities. 

The congregation promised 
to uphold her in her minis-
try. Samantha Otis, Paulette’s 
granddaughter, vested her. 
Abp. David celebrated the Eu-
charist, with Paulette assisting.

At the end of the service, 
Paulette told those gathered that 
each of them was dear to her. 

“Thank you for joining me 
on this special day. Thank you 
for journeying with me. It’s not 

over yet.”
In an interview after the 

service, Paulette said the lead-
up to the ceremony was busy, 
exciting and a bit stressful. 

“But as the service began, 
I settled, and I felt a calmness 
and a sense of peace,” she said. 
“I was where God has called 
me to be. 

Asked how it feels now, she 
said, “A young priest told me I 

would feel no different the next 
day and that wearing a clergy 
collar shows only what is 
inside. So, I am not surprised 
I feel no different as a person 
now.  
     “However, it will take a 
while to become accustomed 
to seeing ‘the Reverend’ in 
print or even hearing it said. 
I look forward to continuing 
this journey as I follow Him.”

TOP:  Cruicfer Victoria 
Whitenect leads the procession 
into Christ the King church for 
the ordination of Paulette Black 
on Nov. 21.

ABOVE: Archbishop David 
Edwards presents Paulette to 
the congregation as a newly 
ordained deacon.

TOP PHOTO: Layreader Nancy Maynard 
presents gifts from the parish to the Rev. 
Paulette Black during the ceremony, as 
Archbishop David Edwards and the Rev. 
Canon Leo Martin look on. The Rev. Dr. 
Cole Hartin is seen in the background 
(right).

ABOVE:  Archbishop David Edwards 
lays hands on Paulette Black during the 
ordination ceremony, as Shawn Branch, 
right, assists.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

ABOVE:  Samantha Otis (right), Paulette’s 
granddaughter, vests Paulette during the ceremony, 
with Archbishop David Edwards and Shawn Branch 
in the background.
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Dear Friends,
Throughout late 2020 and into 2021, 
things were going well, slowly begin-
ning to normalize. 
     Senior students at each level were 
preparing for national exams, and 
other classes were studying at various 
intervals. 

The plan was to have the normal 
school year back in place within two 
years. We were feeling pretty optimis-
tic, despite what was going in the rest 
of the world. 

The library compound is finished. 
Some of you may have been left 
wondering what we would do with the 
large hole in front of the library. 

Even I was left wondering for a 
long period of time. Then it became 
obvious to me. It would become an 

outdoor auditorium.
We were blessed in early March 

with an informal visit by the Rt. Rev. 
Johnson Twinomujuni who came to 
check on the school and encourage us 
in these difficult times. 

A highlight, and a moment of 
personal encouragement for me, was 
when I was recognized for my years 
of service by the Diocese of Ankole in 
late May. 

It was a tremendous honour and 
I continue to be so grateful that God 
has called me to serve in this particu-
lar part of his vineyard, and for his 
abundant grace and blessings for the 
past 23 years.

Some good news: in those first 
months of 2021, all the finalists suc-
cessfully completed their examina-

tions, and are now preparing for their 
next level of studies. 

The bad news is that a second wave 
of COVID-19 hit us in May, and in 
early June the president put the coun-
try under full lockdown. 

Once again, we were to stay in our 
homes apart from getting necessities, 
but the use of cars and other forms of 
passenger transport were banned. 

The good news is that the lockdown 
worked, and restrictions were partially 
lifted. 

A curfew of 7 p.m. remained, and 
churches and schools remained closed. 
Churches were eventually allowed to 
reopen at the end of September and 
universities as of November. 

The availability of vaccines in 
Uganda is improving slowly. The 

government is optimistic that they will 
have as many as 12 million doses by 
December. 

The actual process of vaccination 
was problematic for a while, but there 
has been much improvement and 
there have been an increasing number 
of mass vaccination exercises.

So, what does the future hold for 
primary and secondary schools? Re-
cently, the president announced that 
everything, including schools, would 
open up fully in January. 

It was news we were happy to 
receive. 

Previously there were conditions 
set that had to be met before this 
could happen. One was that five mil-
lion people must be fully vaccinated. 

This group are the vulnerable, those 

An update from Bishop McAllister College, November 2021

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT:  The Rev. Joseph Tusinguire, former student and now chaplain, 
teacher, and coordinator of theology programs, as he weds Praise; the newly constructed 
administration building under construction; the Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries; (next two photos) 
construction of the dance, drama and music buildings, which will help children develop more 
holistically as they grow and learn. Phase one of these three buildings has been completed; Paul’s 
award given him this year for 23 years of service to Bishop McAllister College; the library, the 
construction of which began with a donation of $7,500 from the proceeds of the first diocesan 
bowling tournament held in 2017. The college was looking for a new project and felt children needed 
to read, not only for school, but for enjoyment as well. The large dirt hole to the right became the 
outdoor auditorium, a photo of which is featured on page 1. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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over 60, and so on. (Those over 65 
years of age comprise just under two 
per cent of the total population). 

The second condition was that all 
teachers, staff and students over 18 be 
fully vaccinated. 

It’s a big task but I’m becoming op-
timistic. About 3.5 million doses have 
been administered so far. 

The argument behind the decision 
not to open the schools is that the 
children will catch COVID-19 and 
spread it to the unvaccinated adults 
in their families, potentially creat-
ing another generation of orphans as 
AIDS did. 

We are now beginning to prepare 
the school for reopening in six weeks’ 
time, although we have yet to be told 
the specifics of how it will happen. 

Theological studies have already 
resumed this past week. So there are 
signs of normalcy returning at the 
school. 

Despite the hardships, we were able 
to make good progress on some of the 
school projects before we were closed 
again. 

We were able to reach the roofing 
stage on all three of the music build-
ings, with the concrete also poured in 
the choral rehearsal room, as well as 
construction of a new administration 
building to keep up with our growth 
these past 20 plus years. 

We were very pleased to complete 
the first phase of construction, includ-
ing roofing. 

While 2021 was not the year we 
anticipated, and it brought further 

difficulties for the school, our staff and 
students, we have much to be thankful 
for just the same. 

Because of the tremendous support 
we received in 2020-2021, the school 
continues to be in great shape and we 
will be able to reopen in the coming 
months with minimal difficulties. 

We are grateful to have been able to 
celebrate with the Rev. Joseph Tusin-
guire, our student for six years, and 
now chaplain, teacher, and coordina-
tor of theology program, as he wed 
Praise. 

We congratulate Joseph and Praise 
and wish them all the best in their 
new life together.

On this happy note let me close. I 
can’t tell you how much we appreci-
ate everyone’s support for so many 

years, and particularly in this difficult 
period. 

With your help we are truly making 
a difference. May God continue to 
bless and keep you!

• • •
Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries is the rector 
of Bishop McAllister College & Bishop 
McAllister Anglican Seminary, Uganda.
Originally from N.B., Paul went to 
Africa as one of our missioners  to our 
(former) Companion Diocese of Eldoret, 
in Kenya, on a five-year program.  
Eventually he found his way to Bishop 
McAllister School in Uganda, and he’s 
been there ever since. 

An update from Bishop McAllister College, November 2021

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT:  The Rev. Joseph Tusinguire, former student and now chaplain, 
teacher, and coordinator of theology programs, as he weds Praise; the newly constructed 
administration building under construction; the Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries; (next two photos) 
construction of the dance, drama and music buildings, which will help children develop more 
holistically as they grow and learn. Phase one of these three buildings has been completed; Paul’s 
award given him this year for 23 years of service to Bishop McAllister College; the library, the 
construction of which began with a donation of $7,500 from the proceeds of the first diocesan 
bowling tournament held in 2017. The college was looking for a new project and felt children needed 
to read, not only for school, but for enjoyment as well. The large dirt hole to the right became the 
outdoor auditorium, a photo of which is featured on page 1. 
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“A 1st century prescription for a 21st century recovery”
Advent Talks with Bishop Bill Hockin

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Retired Bishop Bill Hockin’s 
highly anticipated and long-
running series called Advent 
Talks began the season online, 
as it did last year, on Nov. 29.

Two more talks complete 
the series. The second took 
place Dec. 6, with the Rev. 
Canon Albert Snelgrove. The 
third will be posted online 
Dec. 13, with Dr. Barry Craig. 

All talks can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCsRM068-EtHES6i-
URCU9lFg/videos.  The talks 
are presented by the Frederic-
ton Christian Forum. 

Music set the tone for the 
talk, by the Alice Boyd trio, 
featuring Doug Vipond on 
clarinet and Alice Boyd on 
piano, with Justine Everett 
singing O Come, O come Em-
manuel.

“My talk today is about 
recovery from fear, isolation, 
even anger over this pandemic 
and all it has caused,” said Bill.

During these many months 
of pandemic, our emotional 
reserves are perhaps low. Nev-
ertheless, there is always hope, 
and this first talk featured 
the hope brought by John the 
Baptist.

“If Christmas finds its 
meaning in the face of Christ, 
then Advent finds its meaning 
in the face of John the Baptist,” 
said Bill.

John was the son of Eliza-
beth and Zechariah, people 
of strong faith. John appears 
in the first century, dressed 
oddly in “designer desert” 
rags and eating the scarce and 
unappetizing foods the desert 
produced.

He spent his time at the 
lower end of the Jordan River, 
about 30 km northeast of Jeru-
salem and seven km above the 
Dead Sea.  

It was a dry, desolate place, 
yet people came by the thou-
sands to hear him preach.

“It was the message that 
drew these people,” said Bill. 
“It was, in many ways, the 
gospel of recovery, of second 
chances.”

John had three “asks” of the 
people to whom he preached. 
The first was repentance. 
Translated, the message was 
‘come to your senses,’ let go of 
your arrogance, your criticisms 

and stop wasting your life.
Bill cited an episode of The 

Crown, a popular television se-
ries based on the British Royal 
Family. In the episode, set in 
the late 1960s, Prince Philip is 
deeply enthralled by the moon 
landing.

The following day, after 
attending church, he harshly 
describes the sermon as ‘a gen-
eral anesthetic.’ Then he finds 
himself addressing a group 
of Anglican clergy at a retreat 
house at Windsor Castle.

Exasperated, he tells them, 
‘what your lot need to do is get 
off your backsides and get out 
into the world and bloody well 
do something.’ Action is what 
defines us, not suffering, he said.

Still amazed by the moon 
landing, the prince arranges 
to meet the three astronauts. 
What he finds is three ordinary 
men, all suffering from colds, 
agog at the palace — and his 
esteem for them is crushed.

Then a humbled prince 
again visits the retreat house, 
again addressing the clergy 
there.

‘I now find myself full 
of respect, admiration and 

desperation. Help me to find 
something better,’ was his plea.

He realizes the solution to 
problems is not rockets, not 
bravery, but in accepting one’s 
weakness and finding a grace 
that lifts you above all that.

“That was one of the most 
insightful explorations of faith 
ever seen on television,” said 
Bill.

John the Baptist’s second 
“ask” was for people to be 
baptized, although the act 
is unique to him and not 
practised by the prophets 
before him. Wash yourself 
of everything negative and 
start a clean, new life, was the 
message.

In the Old Testament, the 
wilderness is always a place of 
renewal, as in Isaiah 35: 1-2:  
The desert and the parched land 
will be glad; the wilderness will 
rejoice and blossom. Like the 
crocus, it will burst into bloom; 
it will rejoice greatly and shout 
for joy. 

It’s been a year since the 

announcement of a coming 
vaccine to combat COVID-19.

“At first we were told it 
would take 10 years to de-
velop,” said Bill. “Instead, it 
took four months. I call that a 
miracle in the wilderness.” 

Then Bill told the story 
of Dr. Kathrin Jansen, now 
vice-president of vaccine pro-
duction at Pfizer Inc. In July 
2020, she was working with 
influenza vaccines when she 
experimented with one on the 
COVID-19 virus. It worked.

“I think Katherin Jansen 
and her many colleagues are 
crocuses in the wilderness,” 
said Bill.

Born in the communist 
state of East Germany, Kath-
erin was only three when her 
family escaped to West Ger-
many in 1961, just before the 
Berlin Wall was erected. She 
earned her first PhD in West 
Germany, and did postdoc-
toral study in the U.S. She has 
been a research and develop-
ment scientist for several drug 

companies.
“Here is a person God used 

to be the miracle in this CO-
VID-19 wilderness,” said Bill.

The story of Dr. Jansen 
reminded him of a favourite 
poem, I Wake Close To Morn-
ing, by Mary Oliver: Why do 
people keep asking to see God’s 
identity papers  
when the darkness opening into 
morning is more than enough? 

When people asked John 
the Baptist what to do next, 
he was quite clear on his third 
ask: ‘whoever has two coats 
in their closet must share one 
with someone who has no 
coat; and whoever has food 
must share it with someone 
who is hungry.’

Writing a cheque is great, 
he said, but when you share a 
coat or a meal, you see people 
face-to-face, thereby creating a 
connection, a community.

Bill told a story of his 
grandson, Jack, studying 
business in Guelph. Before an 
important math exam, his pro-
fessor encouraged the students 
to share their notes and study 
together in small groups. His 
rationale was that collabora-
tion in the world, especially 
the business world, is neces-
sary for survival.

“This past year has been 
deadly for connection, col-
laboration and community,” 
said Bill.

John the Baptist’s specific 
asks were to repent; be bap-
tized; and thirdly, to reinvent 
community, where we need 
and care for each other, where 
loneliness and isolation are no 
more, he said.

Bill closed with a spoken 
hymn called O Come Divine 
Messiah, followed by the 
Peachtree Benediction:  
And now, go in peace, and as 
you go, please remember that 
it is by the goodness of God 
that you were born. And also 
remember that it is by the grace 
and mercy of Jesus Christ that 
you are redeemed, forgiven 
and set free. As well, remem-
ber that none of us leaves this 
place alone, He goes with us, 
He promised He would. And 
while some out there may call 
us servant, He calls us friend. 
Therefore, in the strength of 
that great friendship, we go now 
from this place to love and to 
serve, until we meet again.

ABOVE:  Retired bishop Bill Hockin during his Advent presentation Nov. 29.  BELOW:  Doug Vipond 
on clarinet, Alice Boyd on piano and Justine Everett singing O Come, O Come Emmanuel.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Synod office will remain where it is for the time being
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

For now, the Diocesan syn-
od office will remain housed at 
Cathedral Memorial Hall. 

The diocese and Christ 
Church Cathedral met recently 
to continue talks on sharing a 
possible future building in the 
vacant lot between the former 

Bishop’s Court and the former 
synod office. 

But trying to imagine that 
future in a new building has 
been difficult.

“We’re taking a pause right 
now,” said the Rev. David Peer, 
executive officer. “We’re still 
trying to feel what the financial 
situation is going to be coming 

out of the pandemic.
“As well, we’re realizing that 

the requirements for an office 
may need to be re-evaluated.”

The number of individual 
and shared offices, the amount 
of communal space, privacy 
needs and so on are issues to 
figure out before decisions are 
made. However, the pandemic 

has made all that rather dif-
ficult, both distracting prog-
ress, and also changing the way 
an office operates and what it 
requires.

“So the status quo continues 
for now,” he said. “But we’re 
committed to keep working 
together in the spirit of coop-
eration.”

For now, they will try to 
integrate how both entities 
operate at the hall to envision 
how it could play out across 
the street in a new building. 

The Synod office staff has 
been sharing space with the 
Cathedral for just over a year. 

It goes without saying that 
Janet (late wife of Archbishop 
David) was a faithful member 
of the Parish of Fundy and the 
Lakes. 
     Her ministry in the parish 
was multi-faceted and she is 
still missed very dearly. 

We wanted to recognize her 
in a special way so we started 
thinking about different me-
morials which would honour 
the ministry she offered. 

After some back and forth 
discussion with the Arch-
bishop, we eventually settled 
on a set of oil candles for our 
Advent wreath.

As Janet’s ministry was 

Janet Edwards memorial dedicated
focused on introducing people 
to our Lord and developing a 
relationship with Him, the idea 
of the Advent candles seemed 
quite appropriate. 

As these will be used 
throughout the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas, this 
memorial will also become 
a reminder every year to the 
parishioners of the message 
of hope, peace, joy and love 
which Janet reinforced so 
strongly.

It was our honour to receive 
the Archbishop on Nov. 21 so 
he could dedicate this memo-
rial to the memory of Janet. 
We were also pleased that Deb-

bie Edwards took a small part 
in the worship. The memo-
rial included a donation from 
Janet’s father.

Another special event 
took place during the Nov. 21 
service. As you can see in the 
photo, Bishop David presented 
a Layreader Emeritus certifi-
cate to David Hatfield. David 
H. has retired from active duty 
as a layreader, but is maintain-
ing his hospital visiting duties. 
     A Layreader Emeritus 
certificate honours long-time 
service in the parish. 
Submitted by the Rev. Canon 
Leo Martin, rector of the Parish 
of Fundy and the Lakes.

LORRAINE WATKINS PHOTO

Archbishop David Edwards presents David Hatfield with a 
Layreader Emeritus certificate for years of faithful service.

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back 
to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.  Matthew 2:10-12



12  /  THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN JANUARY 2022

P A R I S H    N E W S

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

Trinity, Saint John, and an evening of the blues
Trinity Anglican Church in 
Saint John hosted Theresa 
Malenfant and Scott Medford 
in a sold-out concert Nov. 3 in 
support of the Trinity Steeple 
Restoration capital project. 

Although COVID-19 
placed a host of protocols 
upon the performers and our 
guests, Trinity was diligent 
in assuring that this evening 
would be an enjoyable one for 
all — and by the response of 
the crowd and performers, it 
was a success all around.

Trinity set out in February 
2019 with the first of a number 
of planned fundraising con-
certs with Theresa and Scott. 
They had just placed second in 
the world in a blues competi-
tion in New Orleans. 

This competition occurred 
just two weeks prior to the 
province shutting down com-
pletely for COVID-19.

Trinity’s fundraising strat-
egy was key to supporting the 
phased three-year financial 
commitments. There was a 
multi-faceted fundraising 
approach which incorporated 
a number of concerts and per-
formances over the three-year 
period. 

COVID-19 altered this 
throughout the three phases, 

eliminating any concert or like 
fundraising activities until this 
summer when the province 
returned to green level. 

How pleased we were that 
Theresa and Scott agreed, 
upon short notice, to return to 
Trinity for a project close-out 

concert. On Nov. 3, all those 
present were treated to the best 
of the best, belted out by New 
Brunswick’s own ‘Queen of the 
Blues,’ as no one else could do, 
along with a little country and 
world-class guitar accompani-
ment by Scott Medford. 

Theresa and Scott were 
rewarded at the end of a 

two-hour performance with a 
standing ovation after which 
they performed an encore for 
the thrilled audience, leaving 
all much to talk about as their 
week continued.
• • •
Submitted by the Rev. Steven 
Scribner, incumbent at Trinity.

Scott Medford on guitar, and the Queen of the Blues, 
Theresa Malenfant, performed at Trinity Anglican Church 
in Saint John Nov. 3 to a sold-out crowd. This fundraiser 
was one of several that have supported the efforts to 
upgrade Trinity’s iconic steeple. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Mission opportunities are closer than you might think

BY KIRSTEN MCKNIGHT

As Christians, we are called to 
love our neighbours.

Recently, Christ Church 
Cathedral became aware of a 
way to help children in need in 
its area of Fredericton and col-
laborated with a local school to 
provide assistance. 

Located beside the Univer-
sity of New Brunswick and St. 
Thomas University, Montgom-
ery Street Elementary School 
has a diverse student body. 
Approximately 230 children 
are enrolled in Kindergarten to 
Grade 5, and the child to par-
ent ratio is high. 

Its Home and School As-
sociation, a volunteer group 
of parents, guardians and 
staff representatives, regularly 
fundraises for school initiatives 
and to support students and 
families in need.

In November, the Home 
and School Association ap-
proached Christ Church 
Cathedral with a request for 

assistance. 
The need within the school 

community is great, and the 
pandemic has made it difficult 
to organize in-school fundrais-
ers or request donations from 
families multiple times a year. 

The Cathedral was in a po-
sition to help. Representatives 
on Bishop and Chapter (the 
Cathedral’s vestry) voted to ap-

prove a $3,000 donation. 
The funds will be used 

to support children in need 
through a school lunch and 
milk program, as well as 
provide appropriate winter 
clothing for students to wear 
outdoors. The donation will 
also support children with de-
velopmental needs by contrib-
uting to the creation of sensory 

rooms in the building. 
The school has a bare bud-

get for these small rooms, but 
requires more funding to en-
sure that the rooms adequately 
provide for these children.

“The need is great, especially 
during this COVID-era when 
many families are struggling,” 
said Home and School Associa-
tion president Reegan McDou-

gall. “Half of the children 
within Montgomery Street 
Elementary School have not yet 
had a ‘normal’ school year due 
to this pandemic, and our goal 
is to help as many families and 
children as we can.”

Supporting its neighbours 
through local outreach initia-
tives is an important part of 
the Cathedral’s mission, and 
members of the congregation 
were pleased to provide the 
support.

“The Cathedral is fortunate 
to have been in a position this 
year to be able to partner in 
this important community 
effort at Montgomery Street 
School,” said Geoffrey Hall, 
Dean of Fredericton and priest 
at Christ Church Cathedral. 

“Most especially, we’re 
pleased to have been able to 
make the connection with 
some real needs right in our 
own backyard. We often think 
we have to go far from home 
to find mission opportunities, 
and while those are there and 
important, there’s also much to 
do in our own neighbourhood.”

The school community is 
thankful for this new relation-
ship. 

“This donation has more 
meaning behind it than any-
thing ever received in the past,” 
said Reegan.

Cathedral helps a 
neighbourhood school 
with lunch program, 
winter apparel,  
sensory rooms

Cathedral treasurer Jamie Yeamans presents a cheque to Home and School Association president 
Reegan McDougall, in the company of several students from Montgomery Street School. 

CARRIE CULLIGAN YEAMANS PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  community



14  /  THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN JANUARY 2022

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

C O M M E N T A R Y

  What have we learned during the pandemic?

BY KEITH OSBORNE

There is an element 
which has raised its 
ugly head within our 

own circle but, considering the 
fear and paranoia around the 
issue of being infected, it was 
inevitable. 

So many of our people are 
fearful. If the unvaccinated 
enter our doors, the panic but-
tons can be readily pressed. 

The media is, true to their 
nature, sensationalizing the 
situation beyond what I think 
is warranted. The numbers in 
hospitals and ICUs, and the 
number of deaths, come at us 
every day with a tone of doom. 

Can we not strike a balance 
here? 

Human nature all through 
history has found it hard to 
do just that. We must exercise 
caution and due diligence in 
regard to protocols, but need 
as Christians to be free from 
fear and from allowing the 
schism which all this is caus-

ing.  
Can we not more complete-

ly practice tolerance, under-
standing and love which has 
the ability in Christ to redeem 
every situation?

How many of you have 
noticed that we are being split 
into two classes of people? We 
are meant to be united firmly 
as the Body of Christ, but now 
increasingly see ourselves as 
either the diligent and respon-

Keith Osborne 
weighs in on 
the great divide 
created by 
COVID-19

sible vaccinated ones or the 
rebels and the unconcerned 
who refuse to receive the shot 
in the arm. 

Now we sit in our pews, 
wondering if one of these 
troublemakers will come 
through the doors and put us 
all at risk.

May I say, if you are one of 
the vaccinated, please do not 
judge or demonize those who 
are not. They all have their 

reasons, some more honorable 
than others, but it is not our 
place to assess the rightness or 
wrongness of their decisions.  

Let us remember what our 
Lord did when He and His 
disciples were approached 
by those who were highly 
contagious — the lepers. Did 
He send them away? Though 
they shouted “unclean” and 
the disciples wanted to keep 
their distance, the wonder of 

the incarnation is that Jesus 
received all.

Can we also live by this 
principle of inclusion and 
freedom?

Another aspect which 
touches me as a priest is the 
weight of the ordination vows 
which we profess. We know 
that if any are turned away 
from the Faith by reason of our 
negligence or wrong actions, 
then there is a weight of judge-
ment upon us.  

How can we turn any away 
at the door when they fail to 
show proof of vaccination, and 
simply let them go on their 
way? 

I pray this scenario will 
never happen among us. 

Yes, all this puts us at risk, 
but then the vaccinations 
themselves are by no means 
fool-proof. 

I am not an anti-vaxxer and 
am fully vaccinated. I want to 
see a Church which can rise 
above the hype and fear and 
realize that to live under the 
cross means that we relinquish 
our rights. 

All we have are privileges. 
Thus, live a life of sacrifice for 
that is what love demands. 

The Ven. Keith Osborne is the 
archdeacon of Saint John.

MIKA BAUMEISTER ON UNSPLASH.COM

All Saints Church members 
in the Parish of Bright were 
busy preparing for an outreach 
project for seniors in the 
community.   Christmas swags, 
sweet breads, jams and jellies 
were prepared and delivered in 
the Christmas spirit. At was a fun 
afternoon had by all!
Photos by Dave Reid and Lois 
Poore. 

Christmas outreach

MISSION IN MOTION:  community
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

Musical stew (meant in the best way!)

Episcopal 
Announcements

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

M U S I C   C O M M E N T A R Y

Usually, as the New Year 
dawns, my January 
article is a bit of reflec-

tion on the state of Christian 
popular music in the world. 
This is most often for two 
reasons: 

1) There’s been nothing but 
Christmas releases for the past 
few months; and/or 

2) It’s a good time to look 
back, as so many people do 
with so many different topics. 

However, I sometimes 
like to find the needle in the 
haystack — that great album 
that I didn’t review at the time 
of release because I reviewed 
something else.  

I submit for your consider-
ation a fantastic album, Devel-
opment and Consideration, by 
musician extraordinaire Chase 
Tremaine.

This great album, released 
in its current version, came out 
at the end of November, just 
when the market for new mu-
sic was saturated with Christ-

mas offerings.  
I say, “current version,” as 

the album was originally is-
sued a year ago, but the new 
version is light years beyond its 
first incarnation.  

To listen to the first, and 
then the second, is like first 

hearing it with just one chan-
nel, with the volume too low, 
and half the musicians forgot 
to show up to the recording 
sessions.  

The new album is fantastic, 
filled out, with some new ma-
terial, and extra work on the 
arrangements and orchestra-
tions of newly recorded instru-
ments (trumpets, slide guitars, 
layered vocals, oh my!).

What kind of music is on 
this album? Well, there’s some 
hard rock (as in “Compromise” 
and “Work Together”), but it’s 
not just that. There is some 
jazz funk (“Shock My Ears”), 
but it’s not just that.  

There is a punkish tune 
“Wired Side of Content,” but 
that’s not just it either. Add 
some quieter piano/acoustic 
tunes, and you get close to the 
kind of musical stew (meant 
in the best possible way) that 
this album has grown to be-
come. In my humble opinion, 
every song is interesting!

It’s not just the music, ei-
ther. The texts almost demand 
that you go back and listen 
again. And again. 

There is depth to Chase’s 
song writing that can’t be 
explained in the setting of pop/
rock songs. You have to stew 
(there’s that word again) over 
them for a while.  

The album begins with, “I’m 
in love with the idea of perfec-
tion / I’m in love with the idea 
of love…” and so sets off a 
general theme of questioning 
why one does what one does, 
and is it honest or not.  

The song, “I Don’t” has 
these lines: “I don’t cuss, but I 
make profane noises / I don’t 
drink, but I make wasted 
choices,” which highlights 
thoughts around legalism and 
making use of “loopholes” in 
the rules that we choose to 
follow.  

What else is covered on the 
album? The desire for instant 
gratification, love songs, arro-

gance, holding back, and false 
love (check out “Your desire 
for comfort is what you’ll 
blame / but comfort and truth 
are rarely the same “ from “De-
velopments”).

So, to put it all together, it’s 
a diverse album full of great 
musicianship, varying styles of 
music, with great lyrics, all put 
together by a guy who con-
stantly seeks to do better. 

I think we might have a 
winner here, or at least some-
thing really interesting for 
mind, ears, and heart.  

Lovers of popular music 
that considers Christian life, 
don’t let this one get away, as I 
almost did. It is well worth the 
time spent, I feel. I hope you 
agree!

The Rev. Rob Langmaid has 
been appointed regional dean 
of the Deanery of Fredericton 
for a term ending Nov. 30, 
2024.

The Rev. Canon Ross Hebb 
will resign as rector of the Par-
ish of St. Peter’s at the end of 
June 2022 in order to retire.

The Rev. Canon Paul Jeffries, rector of Bishop McAllister College 

Favourite book of the Bible - Nehemiah 
Birthplace - Saint John
What you love most about God – His love and mercy
Favourite place on Earth - Mbarara, Uganda
Farthest you’ve been from home - Uganda
Favourite meal or dessert - Chicken and cashew stir fry 
Biggest fear –  Heights
Hidden talent – Administration
Favourite movie or book – The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings
Your hobby – Reading
Three things always in your fridge – Mayonnaise, butter and cheese
Favourite sports team - Manchester United
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This is the second in a series entitled Faith In Action: Building Hope For Tomorrow In The Face Of Climate Change, 
put together by the Ven. Kevin Stockall, Hannah Westner and Andrew Mathis, all of the Parish of St. Mary, York in 
Fredericton, with the help of additional guest writers. 

The series sprang from a helpful book study last spring on Jim Antal’s Climate Church; Climate World. The series 
hopes to explore the role that Church must play as part of humanity’s response to the climate crisis, offering 
theological and scientific background as well as practical tips and advice.

F A I T H    I N    A C T I O N

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”




