


Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born.
(Mat 2:1-4)



They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who
will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
from them what time the star had appeared.

(Mat 2:5-7)



And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went
on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to rest
over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.

(Mat 2:8-10)



And going into the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

(Mat 2:11-12)





AFTER JESUS WAS BORN

• Wise men came sometime between when Jesus 
was born and before his 2nd birthday.

• Jesus and his parents were still in 
Bethlehem 



WISE MEN FROM THE EAST

• Sages
• Probably Jewish
• Probably from Babylon

• They have knowledge of the
Hebrew Scriptures that bring them
to find the “king of the Jews”



HEROD’S SUBTERFUGE

• Herod the Great
• Paranoid and despotic.
• Killed many of his own family
• Idumean – not Jewish by blood

• He uses the wise men in order to plan the Christ 
child’s murder.



THE STAR

• Comet? Planetary conjunction? Supernova?
Supernatural?

• Whatever else it might have been, it was a
miraculous sign from God.



EXCEEDING GREAT JOY

• What greater response can there be than to 
rejoice, fall down and worship.
• Bowed before the child
• Led by the Word and the Spirit

“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a 
star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise 

out of Israel “
(Numbers 24:17a)



THE GIFTS

• Gold; a gift for royalty
• Also used in tabernacle to represent divinity
• Appropriate for the Son of God dwelling with 

His people



THE GIFTS

• Frankinsence
• Used for incense in the temple
• Sweet-smelling fragrance rising up before God

• Appropriate for the one who
would be lifted up to the right
hand of the Father. 



THE GIFTS

• Myrrh
• Used as ointment in burials
• Appropriate for the One who would die for our 

sins.





OUR GIFTS

• The narrative of the magi is not about physical gifts
• It’s about the joy of giving to God
• The gift of our faith
• The gift of obedience
• The gift of worship
• The gift of love
• The gift of our joy

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
(Acts 20:35)



“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

(Romans 12:1)


