
Finding Jesus 
(Again)

A study in the gospel of Mark



Mark 2 13 He went out again 
beside the sea, and all the 
crowd was coming to him, 
and he was teaching them. 
14 And as he passed by, he 
saw Levi the son of 
Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he rose 
and followed him.



Mark 2
15 And as he reclined at table 

in his house, many tax 

collectors and sinners were 

reclining with Jesus and his 

disciples, for there were many 

who followed him. 16 And the 

scribes of the Pharisees, when 

they saw that he was eating 

with sinners and tax 

collectors, said to his disciples, 

“Why does he eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 



Mark 2 17 And when Jesus heard it, 

he said to them, “Those 

who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those 

who are sick. I came not to 

call the righteous, but 

sinners.”
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Mark 2
15 And as he reclined at table in 
his house, many tax collectors 
and sinners were reclining with 
Jesus and his disciples, for 
there were many who followed 
him. 16 And the scribes of the 
Pharisees, when they saw that 
he was eating with sinners and 
tax collectors, said to his 
disciples, “Why does he eat 
with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 



Identity Politics

Politics in which groups of people 

having a particular racial, religious, 

ethnic, social, or cultural identity tend 

to promote their own specific 

interests or concerns without regard 

to the interests or concerns of any 

larger political group.



Why do 
we 
label?

It simplifies our lives.

It provides a sense of security 
in numbers.



What damage is done 
by categorization?

1. We reduce people.
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Roy 
Hession
"Brokenness in daily experience is 
simply the response of humility to 
the conviction of God."
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What damage is done 
by categorization?

1. We reduce people.

2. We limit people.

3. We neglect our own sinfulness.

4. We fail at compassion.

5. We compete with others.



Mark 2 17 And when Jesus heard it, 

he said to them, “Those 

who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those 

who are sick. I came not to 

call the righteous, but 

sinners.”



Karl Barth
Jesus is not against sinners 

at the side of God. He is for 

them. He is for the 

worldlings and ungodly.
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