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-No sentimental nostalgia, just three astrologers looking for God- 

Date: January 2, 2022 (Epiphany) 
1. Texts: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ps. 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12. 

2. Subject: Epiphany. 

3. Topic: A unsentimental faith. 

4. Aim: instruct, encourage. 

5. Proposition: “Nostalgia and sentiment won’t help us celebrate Epiphany.” 

 

WE THREE ASTROLOGERS FROM ORIENT ARE 

 I suggest the following, to replace that tired, old and false carol, “We three 

kings”.  

We three astrologers from orient are 

Riding a time, from countries far. 

Watching the skies and counting the days, 

We travel to see the king. 

O-oh, star of wonder, star of night... 

The Church needs to rewrite that song in the name of the truth and with the goal 

of de- sentimentalizing our faith. A sentimental, nostalgia-laden faith doesn’t fit 

the needs of real life. It never did. Re-writing that song is part of the campaign to 

reclaim our Christian truths. 

 

 I don’t know exactly how it happened, but over the generations Christians 

jammed the three astrologers in with the shepherds in the stable and thereby 

crowded out the importance of God’s revelation to non-Jews.  As we did that, we 

also turned the three astrologers into bathrobe-wearing pre-teens with bath 

towels on their heads for turbans—or maybe cardboard crowns spray painted 

with gold paint.  “Aren’t they cute?” replaced “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven.” 

 

 So, listen to this: 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 

Sing, if possible. 
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they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.1  
 

…When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 

infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 

Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that 

he had learned from the wise men.2 

 

 The Bible is pretty clear on this story: 

1. The guys in this story are not kings.  They are wise men who study the stars, 

and look for secret meanings in the stars.  They are astrologers.  If they had 

been foreign kings, they would have been equal to Herod in position, and 

there is no indication of that.   

2. We don’t know how many astrologers there were.  They gave three kinds 

of gifts—gold, frankincense and myrrh—but nowhere does it say that each 

gift was given by one astrologer.  One astrologer could have given multiple 

gifts and the astrologers could have duplicated any or all of the gifts.   

3. The astrologers saw Jesus in a house, not in a stable.   

4. The astrologers told Herod the exact time of the star’s appearing. 

5. Herod used that exact time as the basis of his order to massacre the infants 

two years old and younger, but only after Jesus and his family had escaped 

to Egypt. 

 

 The Bible is clear:  the astrologers were not kings.  The astrologers never 

met the shepherds in the stable nor did they receive any message from any angels.  

There is an unknown number of astrologers who give gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh, which Joseph could have used to finance the escape to Egypt.  Based 

on the time of the star’s first appearance, Jesus could have been about two years 

of age when the astrologers saw him.   

 

 But in a sentimental push, the Church has turned this extraordinary 

revelation of God into a nostalgic commemoration of Sunday School pageants.  

 
1 Matthew 2:7-12.   
2 Matthew 2:16. 
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This must stop.  Oh, pre-teen boys can still dress up in bath robes and cardboard 

crowns and crowd around elementary-aged shepherds wearing tea towels on 

their heads.  But we have to realize and know that the Bible tells a different story.  

And we cannot let the Sunday School pageant to wipe out the biblical story. 

 

 What, then, is that story? 

 

 The story starts with the voice of God calling creation into being.   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 

things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.3 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 

the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of 

the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 

light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day.4  

 

 God reveals himself in creation and in the creation of light and dark.  God 

reveals himself in all of creation, and we are able to perceive him in creation.   

 

 God revealed himself in the patterns of the heavens to the non-Jewish 

astrologers.  The story does not tell us how the patterns revealed that the God-

King had been born, but it is clear that the patterns of light and dark were enough 

to push the astrologers to make the very long trip to Bethlehem of Judea.  God’s 

self-revelation pulled the astrologers into the truth of and from God.   

 

 
3 John 1:1-5. 
4 Genesis 1:1-5.   
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 Just as authoritatively, God revealed himself in the infant Jesus.  The 

astrologers could perceive God inside time and space within the life of Jesus.   

 

 The story of the astrologers from the East is the story of God’s self-

revelation inside creation, inside time, space and human existence.  That’s why 

we call this celebration “Epiphany”.  It marks God’s own revelation to non-Jews.   

 

 In every circumstance God reveals himself.  We don’t “find God”.  We don’t 

“discover God”.  God shows himself to us, and sometimes we can recognize God 

in his self-revelation. 

 

 With this realization, we have now pushed aside the sentimental, nostalgic 

and chronologically false understanding of the Epiphany.  We have replaced it 

with the far more powerful and correct interpretation of the Epiphany as our 

recognition of the self-revelation of God to us who are not Jews.   

 

 And here’s how we’re going to apply this renewed understanding—not in 

pageants, bathrobes and cardboard crowns, but in humble service to God.  Think 

of it in this way. 

 

 God reveals himself to us and can even use natural occurrences to do this.  

So, God can reveal himself through us.  We can serve as the tools of his Epiphany 

to others.  We can be the shining star in someone’s life through which God reveals 

his own presence and power.   

 

 But this ministry requires—nay, demands our humility.  We have to set 

aside our own needs, anxieties and contrary perceptions so that God’s revelation 

can flow through us to others.  In essence, we have to adopt an attitude of constant 

prayer in which we pray, “Loving God, use me today for your own purposes in 

the lives of those I meet.”  Humility will allow God to make use of our gifts and 

lives for his revelation to others.  Our humble service will be the channel through 

which God’s self-revelation will flow.   

 

 This is so much more powerful and meaningful than three boys with 

cardboard crowns on their heads.        Amen. 


