
Grace Lutheran Church 
Congregation homework 

 
January 1 – Happy New Year! Begin this year with gratitude to God for your life. 

 
January 2 – When you join in worship today, note what you love about worship. 

January 3 – Ask God to open your eyes and ears that you may be able to pay special attention 
to what God is saying to Grace Lutheran Church this month. 

January 4 – Pray in thanksgiving for Grace Lutheran Church’s history today. Think of all those 
who the congregation has touched in ministry over the past 124 years. 

January 5 – Take a walk, or a slow drive, around the block. Any block. Pay attention to what you 
see – people, homes, buildings. Jot down your observations when you finish. 

January 6 – Today is Epiphany. Read Matthew 2:1-12. Think about what it means to you to pay 
homage to Jesus. How are you paying homage to Jesus with your life? 

January 7 –  Pay attention to a child today – it may be your own child or grandchild, or someone 
you see in your daily life.  Note their reactions/emotions and how they are similar or 
different than your own. 

January 8 -- It’s Jesus and Jazz day! Look up something about jazz in New Orleans. Remind 
yourself of the rich history of this city. 

January 9 – Today is Baptism of the Lord Sunday. Think about your own baptism, whether you 
have only seen pictures of it or can remember it. How is your life different because you 
were baptized? 

January 10 – Pray for one person at Grace who you are not very close to. Think about their 
needs as you do so. 

January 11 – However you get local news, make a commitment to attending to local news 
today. Jot down the major concerns and celebrations that you see. 

January 12  – Grace has a rich history, but not all history is equal. What does Grace do over and 
over that needs to be preserved? What does Grace do over and over that needs to be 
let go of? 

January 13 – Purchase a food or drink item at a place where someone serves you. Tip twice 
what you normally would. Note the reaction, if any, of the server. Note your own 
reactions. (No need to spend a lot of money to do this – you could buy a $3 cup of 
coffee and tip a dollar or two.) 

January 14 – Pray in thanksgiving for Grace Lutheran Church’s present. Think of all the people 
who are being touched in ministry now.  

January 15 – It’s tax day for people who file quarterly payments. Let’s think about money today. 
Think about your financial contribution to Grace. Does it give you joy to make this gift? 
Cause resentment? Anxiety? What would you most like your gift to be spent on? 



January 16 -- If you come to worship in the building, sit in a different section of the sanctuary 
today. See if sitting somewhere different alters your own experience. If you worship 
online, do something to change your ordinary habits and note what changes for you. 

January 17 – This is the day on which our country honors the Rev Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Think about his dream that his children, and all people, would be judged not by the 
color of their skin, but by the content of their character. Where have we made progress 
on his dream? Where are we lagging behind? 

January 18 – Do something that makes you uncomfortable. 

January 19 – Think about the relationship between the church and GICC. How does GICC reflect 
the love of God through Jesus Christ? 

January 20 – Think about Jesus. Do you remember a story about Jesus from your childhood? If 
so, what was important to you then? What does the same story mean to you now? 

January 21 – Aim to do something today that brings you joy. What makes it joyful? When do 
you feel that way at church? 

January 21 – Write down all of the places where you see God at work at Grace. 

January 22 -- Surprise someone with a card or gift sharing care or love. 

January 23 – What makes you anxious? Ask God to help you be less anxious about it. 

January 24 – Do you know how many other churches are within a mile of Grace? Go on a 
‘church hunt’ to see how many you find. Pray for all of our nearby siblings in faith. 

January 25 – Think about the work you do, inside and outside your home. How does being part 
of Grace strengthen you in doing that work? 

January 26 – Pray for the Gulf Coast Synod. Think of the needs in the Gulf Coast region and how 
we might make a difference in Jesus’ name. 

January 27 – Have you had a king cake yet? What do you find to be “sweet” about living in 
South Louisiana? 

January 28 – Grace’s leadership team goes on retreat today, with important decisions before 
them. Pray for them and their work together. Ask God to give them clear guidance and 
direction. 

January 29 – Pray in thanksgiving for Grace’s future. Think of the people who you hope will be 
touched in ministry in the future. 

January 30 – After receiving communion today, think about the gift of being offered 
communion. Offer your thanks to God. 

January 31 – Read Acts 2:43-47, a description of the early community of followers of Jesus. 
What can we learn from them about how to be the best possible Grace Lutheran Church 

 

 


