
 
Order of Worship for January 2, 2022 
The Second Sunday after Christmas 

 
 

Prelude:  “There’s a Star in the East”    Ron Klusmeier (piano)  Marie Andree-Gray (violin)  

 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Land Acknowledgement: 

Good morning.   Welcome to Brechin United Church 

As you know, our minister, Reverend Tif McNaughton, is off for several weeks on restorative leave. 

The worship team is endeavouring to provide you with meaningful worship in her absence. 

We pray for her restored health and we look forward to her return in the future. 

 

As an act of reconciliation, we of Central Vancouver Island, in Nanaimo British Columbia, would like to 

acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional and unceded territory of The Coast Salish peoples, 

and the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw first nation. 

We also give thanks to the ancestors, hereditary leaders and matriarchs, creatures big and small, for 

looking after the rich resources and cultural teaching of this beautiful land. 

Today we continue to seek new relationships with the original people of this land, one based in honour 

and respect.  In accordance with this respect we welcome all people, regardless of race, creed, age, 

cultural background or sexual orientation.  

From wherever you come, and whoever you are, know that you are welcome to worship here in our safe 

space, Brechin United Church. 

 

Candlelighting: 

We light the Christ candle, the light of the world, the light of possibility  

 

Call to Worship 

We wake up in the morning  

and see the sunrise: 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
We are warmed by the sun; 

the rain cleanses all creation: 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
We watch the moon light up the night, 

we fall asleep to the lullabies of the stars: 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

Prayer of the Day 

You call us 

     to be your children; 

you gift us 

     to serve all people; 

you send us to proclaim 

     your good news to all: 

Glory to you, 

Creator of all that is new! 

 

 



When you are lonely, 

     we have a chance to visit you; 

when you are hungry, 

     we can share our food with you; 

when you are naked, 

     we can give you  

          the clothes off our backs; 

when you are sick, 

     we can nurse you back to health: 

Glory to you, 

Savior of the world! 

 

You whisper in our ears, 

     so we may praise you; 

you fill our souls, 

     so we may serve you; 

you lead us into the kingdom, 

     so we may live with you: 

Glory to you, 

Spirit of Gentleness! 

 

Glory to you,  

God in Community, Holy in One! 

 

Hymn:    MV  156   “Dance with the Spirit”  

 

Scriptures: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

  John 1:1-18 

 

Communion Meditation 

Hymn:   VU 58 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  

 

Communion Liturgy 

 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
May the God of new beginnings be with you. 

And also with you. 
People of God, lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the One who makes all things, including us, new. 
Children of God, sing praises to the One who gives you new life. 

We praise the One who continues to surprise us 

with hope and grace. 
 

Before there was time, 

Hope of Eternity, 

you took a moment  

     to bring creation out of chaos. 

You took time to create mountains, 

     and carve deep canyons; 

you made the time to fill the oceans 

     and to plant food for all creatures; 

 



 

 

you found the time to plow rivers 

     to water a Garden, 

     and to shape us in your image. 

But we did not have time for you, 

          preferring to spend our days chasing sin,  

          and our nights seeking death. 

You always made time for us, 

speaking of your hopes 

     through the prophets, 

sharing your dreams  

     through the angels. 

Then, one day you decided  

to do a new thing, 

becoming one of us 

as Jesus became human 

to bring hope and grace to us. 

 

So we join with the saints in heaven, 

and our sisters and brothers on earth, 

who sing of your glory: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of every time and place. 

All creation sings of your majesty and glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed is the One who gives us the water of life. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Holy are you, Keeper of our days, 

and blessed is Jesus Christ, 

who is with us in every season of life. 

He comes, not to judge us, 

     but to forgive us; 

he comes, not to cast us out, 

     but to gather us into  

     the new Jerusalem; 

he comes, not to watch us suffer, 

     but to die on the cross, 

           that we might live with you. 

 

As we give thanks for his life, 

and remember his death and resurrection, 

we would talk of that mystery which is our faith: 

 

Christ died, so sin would have no more power over us; 

Christ rose, destroying death's grip on us; 

when the new heaven and new earth come, 

     Christ will make all things, including us, new. 
 

 



 

 

In these sacred moments, 

send your Spirit  

to sanctify the bread and the cup, 

and to open the hearts 

of those who approach the Table. 

 

As the Bread of life touches our lips, 

     may we be strengthened to serve 

     those whom the world has forgotten. 

As the Cup of salvation quenches our thirst for you, 

     may we be enabled  

     to bring relief 

     to those who wander  

     the desert wastes of our society. 
 

And when all time ends, 

and all people are gathered 

around your Table in Heaven, 

we will rejoice in your presence, 

and sing your praises forever: 

One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

(Communion Liturgy © Thom M. Shumn, used with permission) 

 

Communion Hymn:    “The Bread We Eat”  (Farquharson/Klusmeier) 

 

We come to the table 

 

Prayers of the people 

Prayer of Jesus:  Disciple’s Prayer (VU 916) 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 

 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

 



 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Offering 

VU 55 verse 4                                       (Words:  Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 

           Music:  Gustav Theodor Holst 1906) 

  “What can I give him, poor as I am?  

  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

  if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

  yet, what I can I give him—give my heart.” 

 

 Prayer 

 

Commissioning and Benediction 

Go now, and embrace the new time which God has given us. 

Recognize Christ in friend and stranger, 

and as Christ has been gracious to you, 

so be gracious to those in need. 

And may God dwell with you as your God. 

May Christ be your food and drink 

and give you pleasure in your work. 

And may the Spirit be your beginning and end 

and hold all your times in her loving embrace. 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

   In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

(Nathan Nettleton) 

 

Sung Response.    VU 967  “Amen” 
 


