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TEXT:  Deuteronomy 4:5-14 
 
INTRODUCTORY (KIDS) VIDEO:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWIwdDtuwGU 

 NOTE: Corey has a legally purchased downloaded version of this video 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Thank you, Douglas!! 
 
[TITLE SLIDE 01] 
Do you know that one of the most often-repeated promises in the Bible from God to His people is: I am with 
you; all the time, I am with you!   
 
In Isaiah 43, God says to his people – even when life gets really difficult, when you go through difficult waters, 
when you pass through the fire of awful situation in your life – don’t be afraid because I am with you 
 
One of the last things Jesus said to his disciples before he returned to His Father after the resurrection was: 
“Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” 
 
I don’t know about you, but I know that sometimes I can forget that this is true!   
Probably, in part, it’s because, like Douglas said, it’s because we can’t see God with our physical eyes and it’s 
so easy to get caught up in life.   

 When things are going well, I find it easy to get so caught up in the fun and the good things that are 
happening, that I forget that God is right there with me as I enjoy those things. 

 When things are difficult, I find that it’s easy to get so caught up in trying to get through each difficult 
day, that I forget that God really is right there with me at every step.   

 
Today – my main goal is to remind us to remember!   
In particular, I want us to ‘Remember the Privilege’ 

 We have just come through the Celebration of Christmas – at the heart of our celebration is “Immanuel 
– God With Us”. 

 But now it’s Boxing Day; next Sunday it will already be next year and how easy it is for us to get caught 
up in life, either its difficulties and challenges or its pleasures, and simply forget that every day and 
every hour of every day, we have the immense privilege of God-with-us… 

 We are forgetful people!   
 
A few minutes ago, our Scripture reading was from one of my favorite books in the Bible – Deuteronomy.   

 A series of sermons by Moses as an old man.   

 As we heard a couple of weeks ago, Moses is one of the greatest leaders, and the most revered 
characters in the whole story of the Bible!   

o Led the people out of slavery in Egypt 
o Talked with God face to face and gave God’s Law to the people of Israel 
o Oversaw the building of the tabernacle – God’s dwelling place among His people 
o Led the people through the wilderness for 40 years in the face of much opposition 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWIwdDtuwGU


 Now he’s an old man.  He is about to die.  Deuteronomy is a series of speeches the Moses gives to 
people of Israel just before they crossed the Jordan River into the land of promise! 

 
One of Moses’ main messages to the people:  Remember!  Don’t Forget! 
[SLIDE 02] 

 Deut. 4:9 “Only be careful and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your 
eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and 
to their children after them.” 

 
In particular, in this passage, he reminds them of 2 specific privileges that they have as the People of God 
 
[SLIDE 03] 

 The Privilege of Nearness 

 The Privilege of Righteous Rules 
 
Let’s look at each of these in turn. 
 
[SLIDE 04] 
The Privilege of Nearness 

 Deut. 4:7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, 
whenever we call upon him? 

 

 In order to understand the privilege of nearness, we need to understand the reality of separation from 
God as we see it in the story of the Bible.   

o Gen. 1 – God creates the heavens and the earth; He fills the sea and the earth with all kinds of 
creatures; at the pinnacle of creation, he creates man and woman ‘in his image’ – he creates 
them for relationship!   

 The classic picture of this is God coming down in the cool of the day to walk and talk 
with humans in the perfect garden he had made for them to work and enjoy.  It’s a 
mind-blowing picture of intimate friendship between the eternally existent God of the 
universe, and humans – the creatures he had made in his own image. 

o Gen. 3 – everything falls apart!  God had given only 1 restriction to the humans in the Garden – 
“enjoy everything except do not eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil – if you do, 
you will surely die”.  The Tempter comes along and entices the humans, and they listen to his 
voice.  Instead of trusting in the Good God who had made them, they believed the lies of the 
evil one; they chose to reach out and grasp life for themselves and when they did, evil and sin 
entered the world, and all those perfect relationships broke down.  

 Sinful humans are now separated from the presence of a good and Holy God! 
 God’s holiness is often described in the language of intense brightness, like fire – no 

impurity can exist in His Presence 
 1 Tim 6:16 – “God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who 

alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can 
see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.” 

o And so we are separated from the beautiful Presence of God because of our sin.   
 And this is only page 3 of the story of the Bible! 

o The rest of the story of the Bible is a story of God putting into motion a rescue operation 
whereby it would become possible once again for humans to live in the presence of a Holy God 

 A huge price would have to be paid in order to purchase this restoration of relationship 



o The central character of the story of the Bible is Jesus – who comes into the world to offer his 
sinless life as the perfect sacrifice 

 The first part (OT) is all about preparing for the coming of Jesus into the world 
 The 2nd part (NT) is all about what it looks like to live in the reality of what Jesus 

accomplished through his coming!   

 By the time we come to Deuteronomy 4, God’s rescue operation is already under way 
o Gen 12 – God choose Abraham and promises to make a great nation out of his family that will 

bless all the nations of the earth. 
o Exodus 1 – Abraham’s family has become the nation of Israel, but they are now slaves in Egypt 

and so God raises up the great leader Moses who leads the people out of Egypt, takes them to 
Mount Sinai where God gives them the Law, and then leads them through the wilderness for 40 
years on their extended journey toward the land He had promised to them!   

 What does nearness to God look like for Moses?  
o Let me show a picture to you… 

 
[SLIDE 05] – (picture of tabernacle in the wilderness) 

 Imagine that this is the scene of Deuteronomy 4.  Just beyond the camp is the Jordan River, just 
beyond the river is the land of Promise.  Moses is not allowed to enter that land and so he is making his 
final appeal to these people. 

 Question: where is God in this picture?  
o Yes – at the base of this cloud, there is a cubic space that was called the Holy of Holies 
o This was the ‘hot spot’ of God’s Holy Presence on earth! 

 Question: are the people in these tents sinful?  Are the priests working in the tabernacle sinful?   
o Yes! 

 This is a picture of the grace of God.  God had come to live in a special, visible way, right in the middle 
of the camp 

o It was God who led them through the wilderness; it was God who provided for their food along 
the way; it was God who miraculously kept their clothes from wearing out 

 And so, Moses says to these people…  
 
[SLIDE 06] 
The Privilege of Nearness 

 Deut. 4:7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, 
whenever we call upon him? 

 
This is an amazing privilege for these people, but it’s NOTHING compared to the privilege that we have today!! 
 
Fast forward 1300 years or so.  What happens when Jesus comes into the world?   
 
 [SLIDE 07] John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling (tabernacled!) among us.” 

 The eternal, Holy God takes on human form and comes to live among us for a while.   

 Jesus comes into the world to accomplish the rescue operation by dying and then rising from the dead 
in order to completely break the power of sin and death and be able to offer us the gift of life! 

 
Question: where does God live on earth after Jesus leaves the earth to return to His Father? 

 [SLIDE 08] John 14:23 - Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our home with them. 

 



 [SLIDE 09] John 14:16-17 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

 
Acts 2 describes that landmark event called Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came miraculously to live inside 
every believer in Jesus  
 
Paul describes in great detail for us in his letters that our bodies are now the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Peter 
describes how we, together, are like living stones that are built together to be a place on earth where God 
lives!   
 
Our privilege of nearness is far and away greater than the kind of nearness that Moses and the People of Israel 
experienced before Jesus came.   
 
How should we respond to such a privilege? 
[SLIDE 10] Hebrews 10:19-22 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we 
have a great priest over the house of God, [SLIDE 11] let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 
and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

 
What an amazing privilege we have.  The privilege of God-with-us.  Just as Douglas reminded us in the video – 
it is an amazing truth, but it’s somehow easy to forget!   
 
But there’s one more privilege!   
 
[SLIDE 12] 
The Privilege of Righteous Rules  

 Deut. 4:8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I 
set before you today? 

 
We need to ask some questions about this ‘privilege’.   
Question:  Who here likes rules and regulations?   

 It depends on who gives the rules and what they’re like!   
 
Example – household rules 

 Growing up, the household rule in my house was that I had to dry the dishes while my sister washed 
them 

 I didn’t like that very much because, in my mature, 10-year-old opinion, it was impinging on my 
freedom – I wanted to go outside across the street and play soccer.   

 
But let’s look at rules from a different perspective 

 [SLIDE 13] – (soccer ball with players) 

 Let’s say you want to play a game of soccer with your friends.   

 Are the rules of soccer good or bad?   

 Let’s say someone gets frustrated and decides to pick up the ball and run with it to the other end of the 
field.  Is that OK?  NO! 



 Let’s say someone is really good at dribbling the ball, but instead of going toward the opponents’ goal, 
he decides to just head off across the field, way out of bounds, on his own, just to see how far he can 
get before someone stops him?   

o Perhaps there’s a game like that, but it’s not called soccer!! 
Listen carefully: 

 Are soccer rules good or bad? 

 Soccer rules give you the freedom to play soccer!! Without them, there would be confusion and chaos.   
 
[SLIDE 14] 
The Privilege of Righteous Rules  

 Deut. 4:8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I 
set before you today? 

 
The righteous laws that Moses is talking about here are the laws the God gave to Israel as they were camped 
at Mt Sinai for a whole year.   

 For those people at that time, they were life-giving.  They gave them the framework for how to live in 
community.  They were by this time an over-grown family of Abraham of about 2 million people.  They 
had just been rescued from living under horrific and unrighteous laws in Egypt where there were 
treated horribly as slaves.  These laws gave them freedom to live together in peace and harmony.   

 
And so Moses says – never forget these good laws that God gave to us! 
 
Once again, our privilege today is far and away greater than the privilege of Israel under Moses. 

 They had the righteous laws revealed at Sinai through Moses. 

 We have the historical advantage of the whole counsel of God in written form including the whole 
story of Jesus and the teachings of the apostles. 

 
Question:  do we remember that this is such a privilege?  There are many verses in the Bible that celebrate the 
value of God’s word to us… 

 [SLIDE 15] Psalm 19:7, 9 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul… the rules of the LORD are 
true, and righteous altogether. 

 

 [SLIDE 16] Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

 [SLIDE 17] James 1:25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 
continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they 
do. 

 

 [SLIDE 18] Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 

 
By way of reminder… 
[SLIDE 19] 

 The Privilege of Nearness 

 The Privilege of Righteous Rules 
 
[SLIDE 20] How does this text invite us to respond? 



1. Look back over 2021… 
a. Where have you seen or felt God’s nearness? 
b. Where have you observed the goodness of his righteous rules? 

 
[SLIDE 21] 

2. Look forward to 2022 
a. Be attentive to God’s nearness (presence) 

i. Develop (strengthen) good spiritual habits 
b. Be intentional to discover more of his righteous rules 

i. Specific suggestions… 
 
 
 
 


