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ue to a cancellation, we have an opening for your surgery in three 
days.” Dawn got the call when we stopped for gas an hour into a 
three-day trip to visit Sidney and Cassia on the coast. We were 
making a special trip to get the family together for Levi’s 16th birthday 
and now had to decide to proceed or turn around.  

We had already discussed this possibility and decided that with many 
surgeries being cancelled or delayed due to the over-run medical 
system that we needed to take any date we were given. So we 
booked it and then continued down the highway for a one-night-only 
family get together in Vancouver. The next day we drove back to 
Clearwater for a two-hour pit-stop to drop off Cori and Levi, and pick 
up our bags for the surgery trip; then back down to the coast for 
blood work the next day. 

There was a sense of relief when we checked Dawn in to the pre-
operative ward and the hospital staff, nurses, doctors, and surgeons 
took such good care of her. They answered all her questions and laid 
her concerns to rest. The staff at VGH is so multicultural we were 
happily reminded of many beloved friends around the world – Africa, 
Korea, the Philippines, Australia and beyond. 

The Australian surgeon successfully removed the non-cancerous 
tumor below Dawn’s right knee, along with a fair bit of bone, without complications and she was 
wheeled to post-operative care for the next three days. We tracked Dawn’s progress with a sticker chart 
and Dawn of course made some new friends. The staff serve so selflessly and often in difficult situations. 
Dawn was able to bless some of them with empathy and a “GOOD JOB” sticker  . Friends provided us 
with a place to stay that gave me a good rest each night after negotiating the Vancouver traffic and rain 
- thank you Kevin and Kathy! 

Now back in Clearwater, Dawn has to keep off her right leg completely for six weeks for the bone to 
grow back (five to go). The whole household is pitching in to help and a wheelchair is giving her some 
added mobility. In November she finds out if the bone grafting was successful and Lord-willing she will 
get back to full mobility through the winter. 

All the glory goes to God for providing a timely, successful surgery; caring, competent hospital staff; safe 
travels (3000km in 9 days) and all the details in between. Thank you to all of you who have been praying 
and continue to pray for Dawn – The Lord continues to answer the prayers of his people. 

In His grip,  

 


