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Jesus Heals a Man 
Luke 5:14 And He charged him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering 
for your cleansing, as a tesCmony to them, just as Moses commanded.”  

Jesus charged him to tell no one about the cure. The Savior did not want to a8ract a crowd of curiosity-
seekers, or to s>r up a popular movement to make Him King.  

Instead the Lord commanded the leper to go … to the priest and present the offering prescribed by Moses (Lev. 
14:4). Every detail of the offering spoke of Christ. It was the func>on of the priest to examine the leper and to 
determine if he had actually been healed. The priest could not heal; all he could do was pronounce a man 
healed. This priest had never seen a cleansed leper before.  

The sight was unique; it should have made him realize that the Messiah had at last appeared. It should have 
been a tes>mony to all the priests. But their hearts were blinded by unbelief. 

Luke 5:15 However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great mulCtudes came 
together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmiCes. :16 So He Himself oMen withdrew into the 
wilderness and prayed.  

In spite of the Lord’s instruc>ons not to publicize the miracle, the news traveled quickly, and great mul>tudes 
came to Him for healing.  

Jesus oTen withdrew into the wilderness for a >me of prayer. Our Savior was a Man of prayer.  

It is fiWng that this Gospel, which presents Him as Son of Man, should have more to say about His prayer life 
than any other. 

Jesus Heals a Crippled Man 
Luke 5:17 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of 
the law siRng by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the 
Lord was present to heal them.  

As the news of Jesus’ ministry spread, the Pharisees and teachers of the law became increasingly hos>le. Here 
we see them assembling in Galilee with the obvious purpose of finding some accusa>on against Him.  

The power of the Lord was present to heal the sick. Actually Jesus always had the power to heal, but the 
circumstances were not always favorable.  

In Nazareth, for instance, He could not do many mighty works because of the unbelief of the people (Ma8. 
13:58). 

Luke 5:18 Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and 
lay before Him. :19 And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they 
went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the Cling into the midst before Jesus.  

Four men brought a paraly>c on a bed to the house where Jesus was teaching. They could not get to Him 
because of the crowd, so they climbed the outside stairs to the roof. Then they lowered the man through an 
opening that they made by removing some >les in the roof. What can we learn from this? 

Luke 5:20 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” :21 And the scribes 
and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but 
God alone?”  

Jesus took no>ce of the faith that would go to such lengths to bring a needy case to His a8en>on.  

When He saw their faith, that is, the faith of the four plus the invalid, He said to the paralyzed man, “Man, your 
sins are forgiven you.” This unprecedented statement aroused the scribes and the Pharisees. They knew that 
no one but God could forgive sins.  

Unwilling to admit that Jesus was God, they raised the cry of blasphemy. 
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Luke 5:22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning 
in your hearts? :23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’?  

The Lord then proceeded to prove to them that He had actually forgiven the man’s sins. First He asked them if 
it was easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven you,” or to say, “Rise up and walk”? In one sense it is just as easy to 
say one as the other, but it is another thing to do either, since both are humanly impossible.  

The point here seems to be that it is easier to say “Your sins are forgiven you,” because there is no way of 
telling if it has happened. If you say, “Rise up and walk,” then it is easy to see if the pa>ent has been healed. 

The Pharisees could not see that the man’s sins had been forgiven, so they would not believe. Therefore, Jesus 
performed a miracle which they could see to prove to them that He had truly forgiven the man’s sins. He gave 
the paraly>c the power to walk. In your opinion, what is it necessary for the man to actually walk?  

Luke 5:24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the 
man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”  

“But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—The >tle, the Son of Man, 
emphasizes the Lord’s perfect humanity. In one sense, we are all sons of man, but this >tle “the Son of Man” 
sets Jesus off from every other man who ever lived. It describes Him as a Man according to God, One who is 
morally perfect, One who would suffer, bleed, and die, and One to whom universal headship has been given. 

Luke 5:25 Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own 
house, glorifying God.  

In obedience to His word, the paralyzed man got up, carried his small sleeping pad, and went home, glorifying 
God. 

Luke 5:26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen 
strange things today!”  

The crowd was literally amazed, and they too glorified God, acknowledging that they had seen incredible 
things that day, namely the pronouncing of forgiveness and the miracle that proved it. 

Jesus Chooses Levi 
Luke 5:27 AMer these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, siRng at the tax office. And He 
said to him, “Follow Me.” :28 So he leM all, rose up, and followed Him.  

Levi was a Jewish tax collector for the Roman government. Such men were hated by their fellow-Jews, not only 
because of this collabora>on with Rome, but because of their dishonest prac>ces.  

One day while Levi was at work, Jesus passed by and invited him to become His follower. With amazing 
promptness, Levi leT all, rose up, and followed Him. Think of the tremendous consequences that flowed from 
that simple decision. Levi, or Ma8hew, became the writer of the First Gospel.  

It pays to hear His call and follow Him. 

Luke 5:29 Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax 
collectors and others who sat down with them. :30 And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against 
His disciples, saying, “Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”  

It has been suggested that Levi had three purposes in arranging this great feast. He wanted to honor the Lord, 
to witness publicly to his new allegiance, and he wanted to introduce his friends to Jesus.  

Most Jews would not have eaten with a group of tax collectors. Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners. He did 
not, of course, fraternize with them in their sins, or do anything that would compromise His tes>mony, but He 
used these occasions to teach, to rebuke, and to bless. 

Their scribes and the Pharisees cri>cized Jesus for associa>ng with these despised people, the dregs of society. 
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