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Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
December 19, 2021 ~ The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Announcements & Welcome  
 

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

Hymn #254 – Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a King; 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Advent Candle Lighting Prayer (Written by Rev. Karen Ware Jackson) 
 

Hymn #248 – People Look East (vs. 1-4) 
 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: Love the guest is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad; though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 

give up your strength, the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: Love the rose is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more lights the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

People look east, and sing today: Love the star is on the way. 
 

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People look east and sing today, Love the Lord is on the way. 
 

The First Reading: Micah 5:2-5 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; 



then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed 

his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord God. And they 

shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of 

peace.          The Word of the Lord 
 

The Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is 

now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according 

to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise 

God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! Amen.             The Word of the Lord 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:39-45  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 

the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 

a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why 

has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 

sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty.  

He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’  

   P: The Gospel of the Lord                                 C: Praise to you O Christ 
 



Sermon 
 

Hymn #265 – The Angel Gabriel (vs. 1, 2, & 4) 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady," Gloria! 
 

"For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee; 

thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady." Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: "Most highly favored lady." Gloria!  
 

Prayers of the People 

 We pray: Hear us O God and respond: your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Communion  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
 

Hymn #257 – O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1, 2, & 4) 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o'er the grave. Refrain 
 

Dismissal  L: Go in peace. Christ is near.   C: Thanks be to God  
 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve services are at 5:30 pm, 7:00 pm & 8:30 pm 
An RSVP is required to attend these services. Please register with the office by email to 
office@augsbram.ca or by phoning (905)459-3262 by Monday, December 20. 

 
ELW hymn #254 Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, Music: W. Walker. ELW hymn #248 Text: Eleanor Farjean, 1881-1965; arr. Barry Rose. ELW hymn #265 Sabine-
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