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Moments of Grace: Grace for the Selfish

MESSAGE ABSTRACT:
So far in our sermon series, Moments of Grace, we examined grace in the lives of a woman
caught in adultery (John 8:1-11) and in the life of Saul as he was on a mission to persecute the
churches of God (Acts 9:1-16).

This week, we turn our attention to a community of believers that rose up to deliver another
“unexpected gift at an unexpected time.” We look at the generosity of the Macedonian churches
and Paul’s appeal to do the same in the Corinthian church.

Our study this week is on 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 where we learn three important truths about
grace:

1. GRACE GOES BEYOND OUR LIMITATIONS. The remarkable thing about this story is
that the Macedonian churches were in extreme poverty. Yet, they didn’t let those
limitations hinder their giving to others. And they saw the privilege of uniting with their
other brothers as so vital that they urged Paul to do so. This was well beyond what even
Paul would have expected of them. God’s grace can flow from even our deepest
limitations.

2. GRACE IS GENEROSITY. Grace is measured by generosity. Jesus said, “It is more
blessed to give than receive.” And we are to grow in blessing. In fact, it’s something we
should major in. The apostle Paul says “to excel in this grace of giving.” To excel at
something means to continue to intentionally practice something to continually get better
at it. It’s not just a response to an appeal, it’s a strategy for living.

3. GRACE IS WILLING WEALTH TRANSFER. The greatest wealth transfer in history was
the incarnation of Jesus, his death on the cross, in order that we might claim the rewards
of heaven. He became poor that we might become rich. And our hearts should be so
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softened that we can wait to give. Yet, generosity is nearly a universally appealing
attribute. And it’s so much easier to promise a generous response than it is to
follow-through. That was Paul’s challenge with the Corinthian church. They made the
gesture, but they didn’t complete the act. And so he reminded them that the act of
generosity is truly a measure of their sincerity of their love.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. In what way did God speak to you in the message this past Sunday?

2. The Bible says that if there is anything done with excellence, we are to think about it
(Philippians 4:8). Describe a generous person you know. What do you find appealing
about them?

3. Talk about how our perceptions of the limitations we have affect how generous we are.

4. Discuss Stuart Briscoe’s acrostic: STEWARD (Skills, Time, Energy, Wealth, are Rightly
Divided) or as Leary added are Regularly Delivered. How does the idea of being a
steward of what God gives us change the way we think about giving? Which of those
areas do you think you could excel in even more?

5. Describe a time you gave of yourself to a cause, perhaps beyond what you imagined
possible. How did that affect you?


