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St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church, Burnaby 

 
“Songs & Stories” 

In-Person and with Zoom Option 

The First Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday, Dec 26, 2021  
10:00 AM 
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Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
Colossians 3: 15-16 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Words of Welcome, Announcements, & a Territorial Acknowledgment 
 

~ YOU MAY STAND FOR THE OPENING HYMN & PRAYERS.   ~ 

 CAROL    CP123 “Once in Royal David’s City”   

1 Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
2 He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
3 Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high, 
When like the stars, his children crowned all in white shall gather round. 

 
A Call for Christmas 
 
Presider: Beloved family in Christ, in this season when we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the 
angels and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem to see the Son of God lying 
in a manger.   

 
As we mark once more the mystery of the Word made flesh, let us join 
with the song of angels and saints and make this place ring with our carols 
and hymns of praise.  

 
But first, let us remember the poverty of the birth of the Prince of Peace, 
and pray for the poor, the cold, the hungry, and those among us who find 
that there is no room for them at the inn.  

 
Let us remember the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt, and pray for the 
oppressed, refugees, the isolated, and those on the edges of our society. 

 
Let us remember that the Lord of Glory experienced the pain of life and 
death, and pray for the sick, the anxious, the weary, and the bereaved. 

 
And remembering the promise that he shall reign for ever and ever, let us 
pray for the rulers of the nations, for peace and justice on earth, for the 
unity and mission of the Church, that we may be a sign that God’s rule on 
earth has already begun.  
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With joy in our hearts, let us hear again the story of the birth of Christ, and 
join with Mary and Joseph, with shepherds and wise men, and with all our 
forebears in faith in offering our worship. 
 
 

The First Reading 
Jesus, the Word  

  Written by Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones 
  Illustrated by Shelley Hehenberger  
 

 CAROL    CP154 “Joy to the World” 
 

1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
let earth receive the King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns: 
let us glad songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as our sin is found, 
far as our sin is found, 
far as, far as our sin is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
The Second Reading 

Long Ago in Bethlehem   
  Written by M. Kasuya & T.Sakuma, 
  Illustrated by Masahiro Kasuya.  
  Translated by Peggy Blakeley 

 
 
 
 



 
4 

 

 CAROL    CP126 “Away in a Manger” 
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus -- look down from on high 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

 
The Third Reading 

“No Room,” Nativity Stories 
   written by Alan Howard 
 

 CAROL    CP146 “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” 
 

  1 ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, when all the birds had fled  
that mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead; 
before their light the stars grew dim,  
and wandering hunters heard the hymn:  
Jesus your king is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
2. Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found; 
a ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round. 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, the angel song ran loud and high: 
Jesus your king is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
3. The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair 
as was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there. 
The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver-pelt. 
Jesus your king is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
4. O children of the forest free, Beloved of Manitou, 
the holy child of earth and heaven is born today for you. 
Come, kneel before the radiant boy,  
who brings you beauty, peace, and joy: 
Jesus your king is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
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Reflection:        The Rev. Ruth Monette 

 
Prayers of the People        

   
~ FOR THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, YOU MAY SIT, STAND, OR KNEEL.~ 

  
Leader: On this Holy Day, we join together to offer our praise and prayers to God. 

In silence or aloud, we speak the cares of hearts. 
 

 [Prayer requests are added] 
  In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe,  
  saying, “God, grant us peace.” 
 
  By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel,  
  hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and 
  magi, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of 

Nazareth, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace. 
 
Leader:  Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace.  Amen.  
Leader:  Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O God. 
All:   God, grant us peace.  Amen.  
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The Collect of the Day  
Presider:        Let us pray.  
All:   Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your 

incarnate Word. May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in 
our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Presider: And now, joining our voices with Christians throughout the world and the 

ages, we pray as Christ taught us, singing together: 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer           SGP: 12 
   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen.  
 
 

The Sending Forth of the Community 
 

Doxology 
Presider: Glory to God, 
All:  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 
  than we can ask or imagine. 
  Glory to God from generation to generation, 
  in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.    
  Amen. 
 
+ Blessing 
Presider: May the God of infinite goodness  
  brighten your hearts with holiness;  
  and the blessing of God almighty,  
  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 

 CAROL    CP135 “Shepherds in the Field Abiding” 
 
 Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

1. Shepherds in the field abiding,  
tell us, when the seraph bright,  
greeted you with wondrous tiding,  
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what you saw and heard that night.  [Refrain] 
 
2. We beheld (it is no fable),  
God incarnate, king of bliss,  
swathed and cradled in a stable,  
and the angel strain was this:  [Refrain] 
 
3. Choristers on high were singing  
Jesus and his virgin birth,  
heavenly bells the while aringing,  
“Peace, goodwill to all on earth.” [Refrain] 
 
4. Thanks, good shepherds, true your story; 
Let us go to Bethlehem. 
Angels hymn the king of glory; 
Carol we with you and them. [Refrain] 

 
Dismissal 
 
Presider: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church  
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Address: 9887 Cameron St, Burnaby BC V3J 1M3                    Rector: The Rev. Ruth Monette 
Web: www.StStephenburnaby.ca                               Student-in-Training: Claude St-Denis  
General Email: info@ststephenburnaby.ca    Music Director: Ugo Onwujiobi 
Thrift Shop Email:  thriftshop@ststephenburnaby.ca   Parish Administrator: Lois Holmlund 
Telephone: 604-421-0472      Wardens: Esther Hizsa, Pat Numata, & 
Office hours: Wednesdays & Thursdays 12:00-4:00 PM    Valerie Krause  
Emails and voice messages checked daily.   
 
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR IS 
LOCATED ON THE UNCEDED LANDS OF THE COAST SALISH PEOPLES, ON THE SHARED 
TRADITIONAL TERRITORY OF SḴWX̱WÚ7MESH (SQUAMISH),  TSLEIL-WAUTUTH, XʷMƏΘKʷƏY̓ƏM 
(MUSQUEAM) AND KWIKWETLEM FIRST NATIONS.    
 
  



 
8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


